
 

 

July/August 2007 

The Grindstone 
Coming Events 

 
July 13, 14, & 15, 2007 

Old-Time Jamboree 
City Parking Lot Corner of 
Tenney Ave & Church St. 

 
August 26,2007 

Village Fair 
Sandstone Village &  

Quigley Museum 
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 
September 26,2007 

 “The Role of the Quilt in 
the Underground Railroad” 

Presented by Mary 
Bernower of Alliance, Ohio 

7:30 p.m. 
 

December 2, 2007 
Christmas in the Village 

2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

December 19, 2007 
Annual Christmas Party 

Grange Hall  6:00 

 

The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR !  

Featuring 

Variety of Food & Beverages, Crafts, Vendors, Games, Rides,  

Activities for the Children:  

Pet Parade, Sat. 1:30, 

Pizza Eating Contest Sat. 2:00 

Rocket Ship Rides 

MUCH MORE!  

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

3434THTH..  ANNUAL OLDANNUAL OLD--TIME JAMTIME JAMBOREEBOREE  

JULY 13, 14, & 15, 2007JULY 13, 14, & 15, 2007  

Amherst City Parking Lot 
Between Park Avenue and Tenney Avenue 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Buckshot 

Haywire 

G-Force - The Gendics Family Revue 

Amherst Community Choir  

Country Line Dancers 

Terry Lee Goffee - "Train of Love" 

Patriots Community Band 

PARADE Sunday, July 15 at 1:00 p.m. 

Decorated Bike Contest at 12:00 Noon 

Prizes to be awarded 

 

Grand Marshals 

Tony & Donel Sprenger 
Join the Parade 



 

 

                               CURATOR’S CORNER      By Ron Sauer                                       
             

 
Has anyone noticed that the old gas pumps have been installed next to the 
Auto Repair Shop?  They really look “Cool!”  Looking at them takes me back to 
1960 when I worked for a short time at a Texaco service station located at 
West 22nd Street and Broadway in Lorain.  Some of you may be old enough to 
remember a time when you would pull your car up to a gas pump and out of 
nowhere an attendant would appear and ask, “Fill it up?”  The attendant would 
then pump your gas, wash your windshield, and check your battery, oil and the 
water in your radiator.  All of this for the cost of a tank of gas that was 33.9 cents a gallon for regular and 35.9 
cents for “high test”.  If you would ask, he would check the air in your tires and even your spare tire.  To the 
younger generation I probably sound like an old man who has been drinking too much “cough medicine”, but 
really, when was the last time you ever experienced the joy of a real, old time service station?  When you are 
in the area of our Sandstone Village, pull up to one of our pumps, check out the price of gas and dream of the 
“Good Old Days”!  I do! 
 

 
 
 

Village Fair – Sunday, August 26 
 

 RAIN OR SHINE THE EVENT GOES ON! 
 
 
Before the summer ends we have another Village Fair on Sunday August 26 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Our 
featured attraction will be the “Elyria High Fiddlers”, a charming group of talented young musicians.  The Ball- 
room Dance Place will present their program “Ballroom Dancing Down Through the Ages” that was originally 
scheduled for the June 3 Village Fair.  Unfortunately that event was canceled due to weather conditions but 
the August 26 Village Fair will go on rain or shine.  There will be refreshments and other features for you to 
enjoy. 
 
Anyone wishing to have a free space for a booth please call the office at 988-7255.  If you will help with  
refreshment sales call Lilly at 989-2401 and other help call Viv at 988-4234. 

NOTE: The Quigley Museum and Sandstone Museum Center will be open every Sunday until September 2  
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Organized village tours are scheduled at 2:00 and 3:00 p.m. only. Tour fee is $3.00 for 
adults and  free for children under 12. The Quigley Museum is included in the tour. Visitors are welcome to 
walk the grounds free of charge, but to enter the buildings they must be part of an organized tour. 
The Village will be closed Father’s Day, Jamboree Sunday, July 15, for a private event on July 22 and Labor 
Day weekend. Tours will convene at the Grange Hall / Schoolhouse. 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

          WHO ARE THEY? 

1967 Jaycee Officers 

1931 Basketball Cheerleaders 
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A new series introducing the artists we see from time to time in our Art Gallery.  An  
opportunity for you to get to know them and when in the village stop by and say hello!  

 
Meet The Artist,  Judy Kirk 

 
Judy Kirk, a native of Lorain who has been drawing since early childhood, is an artist 
at The Art Gallery at the Sandstone center. Her training consists of private lessons, 
workshops, and classes at The Parkersburg Art Institute. “I believe there is always 
something new to learn in the field of art, regardless of how long a person has been 
painting,” Judy states. “ I find it fun and motivating to explore new mediums and 
methods of creating artwork.”  
 
Judy particularly enjoys portraiture and wildlife painting and generally works with oils and acrylics. Several 
years age, she became acquainted with the art of Pyrography (wood-burning) while attending woodcarving 
shows with her husband, Huey Kirk, who is also an artist at the Art Gallery. “It’s absolutely fascinating to  
create rustic portraits by etching them of wood,” said the artist.  
 
Recently , Judy’s wood-burning of Clint Eastwood was published in the national woodcarvers magazine, 
“Chip Chats.”  Miniature creations are also one of her passions. She etches and paints tiny images on  
1 1/2” x 2” pieces of palm ivory - a material that come from the Rainforest. These small paintings become 
wearable art in the form of pins or pendants. 
 
The Artist’s paintings can be found in homes and businesses locally as well as throughout the U.S.. She is a 
member of The Amherst Historical Society and The Lorain County Woodcarvers Association.  
 
“Having a chance to meet all of the wonderful people associated with the gallery and being able to display 
work there has been a happy experience for me,” Judy said. “Marilyn and Neal Jenne have conceived and 
created a beautiful gallery.” 

From the President   By John Dietrich 
 
 Did you know or are you aware that the Amherst Historical Society is a full service  
facility when it comes to having fun? Did you know or are you aware that we have a  
chapel to rent for weddings and services of all types?  

 
Did you know or are you aware that we have a grange hall for rent for receptions,  
weddings, family reunions or any type of meeting? 

 
Did you know or are you aware that we can provide catering for any event that you  
may want to have? 

 
Just think of us as a one-stop service.  Take a wedding for example.  You can schedule your wedding  
rehearsal, rehearsal dinner, have the wedding in our chapel, have your reception in our grange hall with all 
the food provided.  The Amherst Historical Society grounds can be open after the wedding for pictures and 
for your guest to wander and see the buildings. 

 
So think of us and tell your friends what we have to offer.  Don’t think of us as a bunch of old buildings, think 
of us as a place where people have fun and are full of life and so is your society. 
 

We recreated it for you, so that you can bring it to life! 

         Judy and Huey Kirk 
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The Early Years 
 
We continue with our series of Amherst’s early times. The ongoing articles are being taken verbatim from a 
booklet edited by Mrs. Fred Powers, Miss Marion Steele, Mrs. Wilmah Egeland and Mrs. Burton Jenne titled, 
Amherst, Ohio Sesquicentennial 1814-1964 

1814 - 1850 
Mrs. Fred Powers 

 
When Mr. Shupe was killed at the age of fifty-four, while repairing a timber in one of his mills, the settlement 
lost an energetic and valuable member. 
 
Very soon after Mr. Shupe came to Amherst, then Black River Township, Frederick Onstine and his family 
arrived. Frederick Onstine, a Pennsylvanian by birth, had gone westward and up into Canada, intending to 
make a permanent home there.  When the War of 1812 broke out between England and the United States, 
the Onstines returned to this country so that the Onstine boys, seven in number, would not be impressed into 
the British military service. Back in the United States, several of the boys enlisted in the army. Because of this 
exemplary act of patriotism, Congress granted the Onstine Family a tract of nine hundred acres of land in 
northwest Amherst township. 
 
About the same time the Onstines came to Amherst Township, several families arrived to settle on the South 
Ridge (Ohio 113). Among them were Ebenezer Whiton, Stephen Cable, Ezra Crandall and Chiliab Smith. 
Stephen Cable was one of the early tavern keepers. The families of new settlers often stayed at his tavern 
until their men folks could build suitable homes for them. 
 
These early settlers, now busy with the task of clearing farmlands and roads, were joined by several new 
families. Among them were the families of New Englanders, Ezekial Barnes and his son-in-law Roswell 
Crocker, Elisha Foster and Andoniram Webb. Not long after came Joseph Quigley, Abram Rice and the 
Caleb Ormsby family. Ormsby had been an earlier visitor. 
 
During 1814-1815 two Becket, Massachusetts men came to the Amherst area to look over the land. They 
were Josiah Harris and Caleb Ormsby.  Returning east, Ormsby waited five years and then moved with his 
family into the settlement and built a log cabin on the property he had selected. Mr. Ormsby set out what was 
probably the first orchard in Amherst Township. 
 
And then in 1818, Josiah Harris, with ox and horse teams, returned with his family. During the years 1814-
1815 Mr. Harris had made  journeys on foot to Ohio. In 1814 he came to select for himself a tract of certain 
Western Reserve lands which he would be given in exchange for his rocky, but improved farm in the hills of 
Berkshire County. Josiah Harris had always contended that a source of pure water was of first importance to 
the maintenance of life. And he found what pleased him - land beside a clear stream, and on this land a 
spring of good water. In 1815 the trip he made was for the purpose of finding good lands for his home state 
neighbors who had also exchanged their farms for land in Connecticut's Western Reserve. 
 
The Harris cabin, built on the bank of Big Beaver Creek, was ready for occupancy July 4.  The cabin, built of 
logs, was typical of every settler’s, first home -  fourteen feet square, covered with bark with a blanket door. 
For furnishings there was a table made from the end board of the wagon, rough stools for seats, and  
improved pole and bark bedsteads affixed to logs. Later a larger and more comfortable cabin was built.  
Roswell Crocker cleared the first acre of Mr. Harris’s land, a part of which was the land now occupied by  
Amherst’s Public Square. The second log cabin was replaced by a frame house in which the Harrises  
resided many years.  This was erected on the site of the present Clarence Kern house. 
 
 
 
 
Next segment continues with the life of Josiah Harris. 
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AMHERST HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBER AUTHORS BOOK  

ABOUT AMHERST SANDSTONE QUARRIES 
 

Amherst Historical Society member James Hieb has authored a book about the sandstone quarries of Lorain 
County, Ohio. This region, known as the “Sandstone Center of the World,” has quarry  beginnings in the early 
1800s. During the height of its hey-day, several dozen quarries were active with over 2,000 individuals   
employed. At one point, Bob Hope’s father worked at the quarries as a stonemason and master carver. 

The book entitled, “Sandstone Center of the World: Images & Stories of Quarry Life in  Amherst,   South 
Amherst, & Lorain County” will debut in June. It chronicles 160 years of a quarry industry that was the   
largest of its kind in the world. Sandstone from the Amherst area has, and  continues to be used ,in  building 
projects around the United States and Canada. This book celebrates the deep sandstone heritage of the  
region, features dozens of photos about quarry life, and highlights the continuing quarry operations of the 
Cleveland Quarries Company. 

“This book would not have been possible without the resources of the Cleveland Quarries Company and the 
Amherst Historical Society,” stated author James Hieb. He added, “many families in northeast Ohio have a 
quarry story to tell and the stories I have heard the past 15 years played a large role in crafting the vision that 
has become a reality in this book.” Stories told by Foyster Matlock, grandfather of Hieb’s wife Christa, are  
featured in the book’s introduction. Matlock spent 30 years at the Cleveland Quarries and at 93 years of age 
is one of the oldest living retired quarry workers. 

Amherst quarry enthusiast Sally Cornwell wrote the book forward.  She wrote, “Today, one cannot look into 
the depths of these quarries without a feeling of awe and wonder…. If the wind is just right and you listen  
intently, you may hear the sounds of past generations extracting something beautiful from the earth and the 
master carvers transforming sandstone into works of art.” 

For more information or to order a copy of this 124-page book, go online to 
www.quarrytown.net or visit the Amherst Historical Society. The website also        
features pictures of quarries in Lorain County. 

About the Author 
 
James Hieb received a Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of South Dakota 
(Vermillion, South Dakota) and a Masters Degree from Bowling Green State University 
(Bowling Green, Ohio). He moved to Lorain County in 1991 and now serves as special  
projects director for the Marble Institute of America, the leading trade association serving the 
natural stone industry. Hieb is also an adjunct faculty member at Lorain County Community 
College. He resides in South Amherst, Ohio, with his wife Christa and two sons, Kyle and 
Chad. 

 

 
Did you Knowé. In 1870 A number of people purchased small tracts of land and opened quarries. The  
frequency of new quarries being opened has been compared to the Gold Rush of 1847.  As many as 50 or 
more now-abandoned quarries are thought to be hidden by dense brush and trees.  Some of the companies 
operating during this time where: The Ohio Stone Company, Grove Quarry, Butler Quarry, Nichol and Miller 
Company, Wilson Hughes Stone Company, Turkey Rock Quarry, Haldeman & Son, Clough Stone Company 
and the Amherst stone Company. 
 
Amherst population was 2,482, Brownhelm Township 1,461, and South Amherst was unincorporated. 
 
Following the great Chicago fire in 1871, extensive amounts of Amherst sandstone were used in the  
rebuilding efforts. The beauty and durability of sandstone from the Amherst region, coupled with easy access  
transporting stone on the Great Lakes, was a natural for Chicago. 
 
             

                                                                            Excerpt taken from “Sandstone Center of the World” by Jim Hieb 
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What I Did On My Spring Vacation by Martha Pallante 
 
This past April, I spent the first few days of early spring in the state of New Mexico visiting its capitol, Santa 
Fe, and while there experienced a new encounter. I was part of a program panel along with the Youngstown 
State University professors, Drs. Martha Pallante, Donna DeBlasio and Tom Leary, presenting our Amherst 
Historical Society’s Quarry Story.  Now for the majority of my nursing years, to earn credits for license        
renewal, I spent many an hour attending conferences in large hotel meeting rooms, but this time it was  
different… I was attending a conference in a major hotel meeting room but standing in front of an audience at 
the La Fonda on the Plaza Hotel. 
 
This was the annual meeting of The National Council on Public History. The convention opened on Thursday 
April 12 with showings in the Exhibit Hall, New Professionals Workshops and the first of the 69 session  
presentations to be held over the 3-day event. The evening’s special event was an Opening Reception at. 
The Palace of the Governors, which houses the state history museum and is the oldest continuously,  

occupied building in the Unites Sates.  The conference ended on Saturday April 15 with a dinner banquet. 
 

 
 
Our Amherst Historical Society session  “ A Quarry Story: Preserving and 
Interpreting Work Processes at the Cleveland Quarries, 1880s to 2005ò was 
session Number 23 and one of the first presentations offered Friday morning 
from 10:30 a.m. to12 noon.  Dr. Martha Pallante introduced our program 
panel. Pictured from left to right: Dr. Martha I. Pallante, Martha A. Pallante, 
Dr. Donna DeBlasio and Dr. Tom Leery. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our audience was diverse, one gentleman from Canada was immensely interested in our quarry maps,  
equipment listings, and records of localities of the stone as well as what was in refractory usage. And a 
woman from Australia wanted to know if we could have the students and others use the actual equipment to 
process the stone at the center as part of the education program. Several were taking notes, one typing away 
on her lap top.  We ran a little over our time with questions and comments from our audience. 
 
This was the second YSU presentation of our Quarry Story, the first being presented in June of 2006 at the 
annual meeting of The Society for Industrial Archeology in St. Louis, Missouri. The professors are planning on 
yet another upcoming 2008 conference to introduce our archival collection…hopefully I can again give a  
report on…What I Did on My Spring/Summer/or Fall Vacation! 
 

Dr. Donna DeBlasio 
reviewied a sample of 
the personal,  

humanitarian and 
economical records 
retrieved from the 
collection 

Dr. Martha Pallante  
relating the educational 
benefits the community 
as a whole, student and 
adult, can gleam from 
the archival data. 

 

Martha Pallante   
offering an overview 
of the history of the 
Amherst Historical 
Society and how the 
collection was  
obtained. 
 

Dr. Tom Leary        
presenting an analysis 
of processing quarried 
stone emphasizing the 
qualities of the Grey 
and Blue Amherst 
stone. 
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Quarry Story Reception 
 

The initial showing of the Quarry Story Exhibit, hosted by the Youngstown State University Department of  
History, was held on Wednesday May 9, 2007 on the YSU campus in the Lobby of DeBartolo Hall and  
followed by a reception in the Dean’s Conference Room. 

 
 
The exhibit was well attended by members of the university student body 
and faculty.   Dr. Ikram khawaja, Emeritus Professor of Geology and  
Interim Dean, Arts and Science was most impressed with the research 
and design of the exhibits.   
 
The three history professors: Drs. Martha Pallante, Donna DeBlasio and 
Tom Leary along with Amherst Historical Society members, John Dietrich, 
Donna Rumpler and Martha Pallante  were on hand for the reception 
greeting guests and answering multiple inquiries. 
 
 
The exhibit, funded by “the Ohio Humanities Council, a state affiliate 
of the National Endowment for the Humanities” for our Amherst  
Historical Society, was researched, designed and formatted by four  
History 6956 Museum Curation and Interpretation II YSU students. 
 
Pictured from left to right: Jason Sotlar, Pam Zembower, Rachel Moses 
and Krista Wagner. 
 
The exhibits will be on display the month of August  in the Amherst Public  
Library. In the fall of 2007 it will be presented at scheduled civic meetings 
and in October 2007 to April 2008 will travel to each Amherst school as 
part of the social studies curriculum. 

 

Ohio Humanities Council Summer Internship Grant 
 

We are pleased to announce that the Amherst Historical Society has been 
awarded a $2,000 grant from the Ohio Humanities Council, a state affiliate of 
the National Endowment for the Humanities, to fund our current  
Youngstown State University intern, Tammy Troup, for the 2007 summer 
session.  Tammy, a YSU history graduate assistant, has been involved with 
categorizing  the Quarry Story  collection from its very beginning and has 
fully accessioned and filed over 1,500 blueprints, 2,000 documentary items, 
and has compiled a 300 page report so that the collection is identifiable and 
searchable even without the museum software. The collection will support a 
fascinating historic study of industrial and labor methods of the Cleveland 
Quarries Company throughout the twentieth-century.  To quote from Tammy, 
“We don't preserve for what is necessarily of interest to us now, we preserve 
for what will still yield insight one hundred years from now." 

  
  

   Amherst Jaycee  Work Session 
Standing from left: Dennis Clotz, Secretary, Bob Wag-
ner, Corresponding Secretary, Richard Park, External 
Vice President and Stan Lutz, Treasurer.  Seated left: 
Robert Boswick, President and Robert Pallante, Soap 
Box Derby Director.       Reprint  from  1967 Lorain Journal                                        

Amherst Varsity Cheerleaders 

 

Left to right: Mary Belle Powers, 5 year old cheerleader 

ñmascotò with Sophomore William Edwards, Senior 

Valarie Eppley, Freshman Gilbert Becker and Senior 

Alice Becker.                 Reprint  from 1931 AHS The Record  

“Who Are They?” Answers 
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 THE ADVERTISERS PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR THE åGRINDSTONEæ 
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A Step Back in Time….   
FALLEN COP VETTED AFTER 80 YEARS 

Rupert Becker’s name placed on capitol memorial wall 
Reprint from Amherst News Times  May 26, 2004 

 
More than 5,000 law enforcement officers from all 50 states gathered May 13 in Washington, D.C. to pay 
homage to more than 16,000 fallen comrades:among them was Amherst police officer, Rupert Becker. 
 
Amherst detective Dan Jasinski and Lt. Joseph Kucirek traveled to the nation’s capital to participate in a  
candlelight vigil honoring 362 officers killed in the line of duty, including 19 from Ohio, whose names were  
engraved this year on the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial. 
 
Becker's name was added to the memorial wall just two blocks from Pennsylvania Avenue, nearly 80 years 
after his death in 1916.  Becker was assisting marshal William Miller in an effort to capture Martin Bischodd, a 
local drunk carrying a gun, when Becker was shot four times outside of a Church Street saloon near the  
present location of the Amherst Cinema. 
 
Bischoff was involved in a quarrel at the establishment and fired when confronted by law enforcement  
officers, blindly firing shots over his shoulder and fatally wounding Becker.  Miller was caught in the crossfire, 
as was bystander Henry Fields. Each suffered superficial foot and shoulder wounds, respectfully, and  
Bischoff escaped to find a hiding spot near St. Peter’s Church. 
 
When word of the attack spread to Elyria, four deputy sheriffs and four officers rushed to Amherst by primitive 
automobile - a trip that took 12 minutes, according to historical excerpts from the Lorain Daily News.  But  
before help could arrive, Grover Ormsby and Dr. W.H. Turner located Bischoff and over powered him. He was 
jailed and charged with shooting with intent to kill.  Several days later, Becker died from four gun wounds  
sustained in the exchange, including two to the back, one in the hip, and another in his arm. 
 
Now his name and sacrifice are inscribed for 500,000 visitors to admire each year, on a sweeping granite wall 
that stretches near the Lincoln and Washington monuments.  Becker’s inscription is surrounded by the names 
of 140 officers who were killed last year, including three from Ohio.  The monument’s earliest recorded  
honoree died in 1792, and Ohio’s only 2004 inductee to die prior to Becker was John Osborne, who was killed 
in 1853. 
 
“It was an awesome experience to be there with officers from 
all across the country honoring people who gave their lives,” 
said Jasinski, who returned with a rubbing of Becker’s name 
from the memorial wall. “It was a feeling almost too great to 
describe...This was a man who made a sacrifice for his city, 
and it was an honor to pay tribute to the spirit.” 
 
 

Lt. Joe Kucirek & Sgt. Dan Jasinski point out 
Rupert Becker’s name on the National Law  
Enforcement Officers Monument.  Sgt. Dan 
Jasinski was responsible for this achievement as 
he followed it through from submitting the 
application to attending both Lorain County and  
National Memorials. 

Etched in Stone 
 

Recognized at last. Rupert Becker, the only  
Amherst policeman killed in the line of duty, is 
added to the honor roll of the  National Law  
Enforcement Officers  Memorial in Washington 
D.C 

Reprint from History of the Amherst Police Department 1830-2003:Compiled by Sgt. Dan Jasinski and Fay Van Nuys Ott 
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Yoga Classes 
 

Wednesday Mornings 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Grange Hall 
Amherst Sandstone Village 

Milan Avenue 
 

Discover yoga! 
A one-hour session can: 

Energize you, Relax and stretch muscles 
Reeducate breathing patterns to calm the mind 

Help you to replace the stress response 
with the relaxation response 

Discover Health! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact for further information: 
 

Maureen Scheithauer, RYT LMT 
Northcoast Massage & Yoga Center 

440-668-4160 
www.northcoastyoga.org 

Yoga Classes 
 

Monday Evenings 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
 

Grange Hall 
Amherst Sandstone Village 

Milan Avenue 
 

Join a yoga class today and regain your flexibility 
and learn how to relieve stress in your life.   

 
Instructor Mary Lou Carswell has a class in  

Amherst at the Grange Hall on Milan Avenue 
every Monday evening starting at 6:00.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      For more information contact Mary Lou at 
                       440-934-4828. 
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