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2010 ...A new decade... a time to reflect on past events... as well as a time to look
forward to the coming year...and those New Year Resolutions.

According to the wilstar.com website of History, Trai
dates back to the early Babylonians, whose most popular resolution was to return borrowed farm equipment.

For going the Babylonian tradition, USA.gov tells us our most popular resolutions are:

to lose weight, to save more money to get fit
to stop smoking, to find a better job to reduce stress overall
to manage debt, to drink less alcohol, to take a tripeé...and

to volunteer to help others.
We at the Historical Society would like to suggest a resolution of our own for your consideration.
Volunteer at the Amherst Historical Society

The society is always in need of volunteers at the Village from help with construction projects, to tending the
gardens around the Harris/Dute House, to helping with the general maintenance of the buildings and grounds.

At the Quigley Museum we are in need of volunteers to help from accessioning the many artifacts that are do-
nated to the society, to help with the storage of the articles, to assisting the curator in setting up displays for the
upcoming summer season.

There is a need for clerical help at the office from arranging the library, to cataloging the numerous pictures and
articles that we have accumulated over the years.

Volunteers are needed to assist with the Jamboree held the second full week-end in July. We need help from
the planning stage, to the set up, to the operation of this popular 3 day event.

Tours guides are needed for the Sunday openings from May to September and we are in heed of help with the
One-room School House Programs when we host the third grade students from Amherst area schools during
the month of October.

There is something for everyoneéhave funébecome



From the President by John Dietrich.

Another year has come and gone. | hope that last year was a healthy, happy and prosperous

one for all of you.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our outgoing board members, Lilly Krebs; Bernie
Wagner-Doane and Ron Sauer for all the support that they have so generously given to The
Amher st Historical

Soci ety

and its

member s.
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who work closely with us to make things happen, but we all know that without their efforts and the efforts of others

like them we would not be the society that we are today.

I would also like to welcome to the board our new directors, Ms. Diane Papp, Costume Shop Supervisor at Lorain
County Community College; Mr. Steve Sayers, Superintendant of Amherst City Schools and Mr. Bob Pallante,
Nordson Retiree. Bob has been with us for a few years now working with the society as a volunteer.

Welcome everyone and we look forward to working together with you to make our Amherst Historical Society the

best in Lorain County.

On Saturday, December 19 we held our annual Christmas Dinner Party. The party was a great success with the
Grange Hall tastefully decorated, an outstanding meal catered by The Orchid Experience and the camaraderie was
wonderful to experience. If you missed the party you missed a fun evening. | look forward to seeing you around the
Village this year as you investigate all the improvements we are making. One change we are making is to have
membership business meetings that will be for society information with question and answer periods so that you as
a member will be better informed as to the status of the society and its many projects. Have a wonderful New Year
that is healthy, happy and prosperous. | look forward to seeing you soon.

A Special Delivery Note from Curator, Ron Sauer

It seems like yesterday when the whole world was concerned about Y2K and it's effect on the

computers around the world. That's all people could talk about.

Here we are 10 years later having survived that scare. Where has the time gone? Now that
I'm teetering on the precipice of "old age," I've been thinking about how modern technology
( cell phones, computers etc.) has changed our lives. | remember 50 years ago, going to our

Ron Sauer

mailbox on our porch and finding a handwritten letter from that special someone. What a
thrill! | would carefully open the envelope so as not damage the contents one little iota. | would read and re-read
the letter and picture the writer taking time out of their life, sitting down and putting their thoughts to paper.

Letters such as these would be put away to be read again in the future. Sometimes these special letters would be
tied into bundles using a beautiful piece of silk ribbon. Today, | ask myself what kind of memories are being put
away when the modern generation disdains the use of pen and paper for E-mail, twitter, face book etc. Will
today's younger people have the thrill of untying that bundle of old letters from their youth and bringing back a
flood of memories of the time when life was slow and simple. | think not.

Keep your E-mail, twitter and whatever else the future brings and just send me a "Snail Mail" handwritten letter.
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Volunteer Program by Vivienne Bickley

You have only to read our Grindstone Newsletters to realize the many accomplishments of our
volunteers. No one knows better than |, however, that we have lost quite a few to the aging y
process. |l ve joked that | sound |ike a vamj
stop me. Most of our work requires a little training and we are delighted to do this at your
convenience.

Vivienne Bickley

We need, for example, some people to learn how we accession our artifacts at the Quigley Museum work

rooms on the second floor. We also need people to carry on as our tour guides and as docents during our

much appreciated One-Room Sc hool Progr am. Wo n4234 soywe gan pohtiaue s e C
with our traditional programs and with your help add more in the future.

FORC

Firelands Archacological
Research Center

Archaeology has the unique ability to tell a story about human culture, from those long extinct to those of our
early regional settlers. Utilizing debris recovered from a site the archaeologist pieces together the daily activi-
ties of men, women and children. In our area native populations who used the land for shelter and subsis-
tence gave way to travelers from the East who farmed, settled and later mechanized the frontier. From flint
debris and fragmentary clay pottery to rusty iron implements and flatware, the artifacts that archaeologists
study, come the stories that both educate and fascinate us.

Archaeologists look into the past, no matter how near or remote it may be, to objectively answer questions
related to human actions and their consequences. We are excited to be venturing into a time period in north-
ern Ohio that is not well known. In previous columns | wrote of the Middle Woodland cultures of our region
and their relation to the Hopewell of southern Ohio. We have just begun our excavations and analysis at the
Heckleman site, but we are already seeing both similarities and differences between our northern Ohio native
populations and those in southern Ohio.

We invite you join in our work and discovery of the past. Lab work will begin in early January when we will
continue to investigate a portion the 1500 to 2500 year old native occupation on the Huron River. If you

have an interest in knowing more about native culture or archaeological investigations, you should join us for
Sunday lab sessions starting January 3, 2010 at the F.A.R.C. laboratory in the Sandstone Village. For more
information please go to www.firelandsarchaeology.org or you can contact me at 440 258-7775

Brian Scanlan, President
Firelands Archaeological Research Center
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The village in its Christmas finery!
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Santa in the Grange Hall listening to
Christmas wishes.
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Grange Hall..

Sounds of piano music coming from the
Greek Revival House parlor.

A gathering in The Village Stone
Carver Shop,

Munching cookies in the Greek Revival

House kitchen.

The true spirit of the season!

A rare viewing of ladies early period
fashion fans.

Visitors to the FARC Building.



