
 

 

March/April 2011  

The Grindstone 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Volunteer Luncheon 
May 14, 2011 

 
Attention:  

All Historical Society Volunteers   
 
 

This luncheon is hosted by the  
The Amherst Historical Society Board 

of Directors in gratitude for your  
endless contributions  

of time and talent. 
 
 

Watch for further information  
regarding luncheon details. 

 

 
 

 

The Amherst Historical Society Board of Directors is proud to announce 
its newly elected  Officers,  Committee Chairpersons and Project  

Coordinators  for 2011. 
 

Amherst Historical Society 2011 Officers  
  President:  Bob Pallante 
  Vice President  John Dietrich  
  Secretary  Judy Ryan 
  Treasurer  Kathy Litkovitz 

 
   Committee Chairpersons 
  Program:   Diana Papp                                   
  Membership:    Donita Abraham 
  Buildings & Grounds: Bob Pallante 
  Finance:  Kathy Litkovitz 
  Fundraising:  John Dunn 

 
   Project Coordinators 
  Curator: Ron Sauer 
  Grants: Martha Pallante 
  Newsletter: Martha Pallante & Donna Rumpler 
  Genealogy Orville Manes & Joan Rosenbusch 
             Program Vivienne Bickley 
                         
                        Administrative Assistant:  Donna Runpler 

 Message from the Out-Going President  
  
Dear Members and Friends, 
  
I hope it warms up by the time you read this. I donôt know about you but Iôm ready for spring.  
 
First I would like to congratulate our new president, Bob Pallante, who has worked diligently this past year serving 
as Vice President of the Board of Directors and chairman of the Building and Lands Committee.  In both the board 
positions Bob has done an outstanding job.  I know that I leave the presidency in excellent hands.   
  
I want to thank everyone for their help over the past years that I have served as president. I could not have  
accomplished what I did without the excellent volunteers who gave freely of their time at the Amherst Historical  
Society. To them I say a big Thank You . 

 
I know that you will give our new President the same wonderful support that you have given to me.  I will continue to 
serve the on the Board of Directors as Vice President and I hope to see you around the Sandstone Village. 
 
            John Dietrich 



 

 

From the Curator,   Ron Sauer                                     Remember When? 
 
On November 24th 2010 something earth shaking happened to me. I turned 69 years old! 
Why, wasn't it just yesterday that I thought 40 was old? How could 29 years go by so fast? 
Well, since I've resigned myself that I am really the "old geezer" that I see in the mirror every 
morning', I'll tell you about a few things that I remember about "the good daysò. 
 
How many of you out there remember Air Raid Wardens and black window shades during the 
tumultuous days of World War II? My mother, Evelyn, was our neighborhood Air Raid Warden. If you didn't have 
your shade pulled down during a practice raid and mom saw a light coming from your window, she quickly 
knocked on your door and "OUT" went that offending light. After the war, when the men came back to reclaim 
their jobs in the factories, women went back to being housewives. Their uniform of the day was a housedress 
and an apron. When I started school, you could easily tell the girls from the boys. The girls had long hair and 
wore dresses. Today, it is almost impossible to tell one from the other when viewed from the back! When was 
the last time you saw a girl in a dress? I told you I was an old geezer.  
 
I was a teenager before I was allowed to use the telephone. Today everyone over 6 years old has at least one 
phone. They seem to be able to phone or "text" from anywhere in the world. As for me, I'm still trying to find the 
"on" button on my wife Sue's cell phone.  
 
If you are under 60 and can't relate to any of my gibberish, you can go back to your "x-box" and I'll babble on to 
the older generation. Do you remember sitting around the old "Philco" radio in your living room to listen to the 
"Shadowò? Have you ever caught ñlightning bugsò in a jar? How about going ñdowntownò to see all the lights and 
store decorations at Christmas? I still remember climbing trees with my friend Lola. She wasn't afraid to climb 
higher than me. Didn't the summers seem warmer than they are today? Do you remember when your mom had 
to call you in from playing outside because it was getting dark and you hadn't eaten supper yet?  Do you recall  
penny candy, 10 cent ice cream cones, going to the movies because the theater was "AIR CONDITIONED", 
playing baseball in some empty lot, respecting your elders, saying thank you and please, and living in a house 
with just ONE bathroom? If all this stirs up memories for you, then you are just like me- kinda "OLD!!!!"  

2 

Ron Sauer 

 
Message From the President,  Bob Pallante 

 

ñWhat's happening now!ò:  You should visit the ñRestaurant Italiaò and enjoy the offerings of 
Chef Maurizio. The menu offers a variety of choices, as well as wine, beer and drinks. The 
building has been remodeled and has a pleasant atmosphere. Reservations are suggested for 

the hours of 4:30 to 9:00 Monday through Saturday. 
 

ñGood Newsò:  The Society has received  a $35,000 appropriation grant from the State of 

Ohio Cultural Facilities Commission which will be used to construct the Amherst Fire Museum on our grounds. 
The undertaking is in conjunction with the Amherst Fire Department volunteers and  will be built in the area 
between the caboose and  ferrier barn with construction to begin before summer. We have received additional 
funding for the museum in the form of a $5,000 grant from the Nordson Corporation and $5,000 realized through 
our society fundraisers. 
 

ñBicentennial Yearò:  Because this is a special time in Amherst history, the historical society is going to be 
provided a number of opportunities to participate in the many celebrations. There are going to be special events 
and functions all summer with many of them occurring on and/or including the grounds of the Village. There will  
be many opportunities for our members to take part and we will need volunteers for docents, setup workers and 
participants for historical enactments . 

 
As soon as weather permits, we need to do clean-up and refreshment of the plantings around the buildings and 
parking lots. Additionally, if we can have volunteer work parties, we can perform clean-up and refreshment 
painting of the Garage, Chapel, Grange and Harris/Dute house. 

 
Please contact the office to indicate any interests that you may have in the activities as they are announced in 
the ñGrindstoneò. 

 

Bob Pallante 
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The members of FARC have been very busy lately preparing articles for publication and reorganizing the FARC 
lab for upcoming sessions starting January 9th from 9am to 2pm.  We will be studying more of the artifacts dis-
covered during the 2010 summer excavation at the Heckleman site in Erie County; Please join us. Visit the 
FARC website at firelandsarchaeology.org for future lab sessions and upcoming FARC events.  We now have a 
mailing address.  It is FARC, P.O. Box 1013, Amherst, Ohio, 44001.   
  
Our first annual Ohio Archaeology Dinner was a huge success last February. It included a gourmet multi-course 
dinner, a great speaker and interesting items that were raffled off. We are excited to announce that our second 
annual Ohio Archaeology Dinner is scheduled for Thursday, March 24th, 2011, at 6:30pm at the AHS Sandstone 
Village Grange Hall.  Please visit our website for further details.   
  
Dr. Stothers' talk at the Archaeological Society of Ohio's January 16, 2011 meeting in Columbus was very well 
received.  Dr. Stothers' talk was entitled "The Heckleman Site and the Hopewellian Middle Woodland, 100 B.C. 
to 500 A.D. in Northern Ohio; Competitive Trade with the Far North".  His hour-long speech was accented with 
several maps showing trade routes in the Lake Erie region.  He stressed that there were no state or country  
borders at that time, and that archaeological evidence overlaps modern-day borders. Exotic materials including 
mica from the southeastern United States and copper from the Lake Superior region are evidence of these trade 
networks.  One of the materials exported from central Ohio was Flint Ridge Flint.  An eight-mile long vein of this 
highly coveted, beautiful stone used to make arrowheads and stone tools runs through Licking and Muskingum 
counties. 
 We encourage AHS members to visit us during our lab sessions to learn about how FARC is striving to educate 
the public about Ohio's exciting prehistoric and historic past.  We'll keep the light on for you! 

Chef Maurizio in his kitchen. Ribbon Cutting! 

Mayor David Taylor, Chef Maurizio  

&  John Dietrich 

Hostesses 

 Amber Fife, Danell Randolph,   

and Nikki Lachner 

Chef Maurizio Buttinell was born and raised in Italy coming to the United States six years ago and will be sure to tell you his 

specialty dishes are ñauthentic Italianò made totally from scratch. Cooking is his domain having owned restaurants in Italy,  

Canada and Ohio. He and his wife, Anna, are also proprietors of  the Amarone Restaurant in Huron. .   

 

Restaurant Italia is located at 150 Jefferson Street adjacent to the historical society sandstone village.  Hours are  4:30 to 9:00 

Monday to Thursday; and 4:30 to 9:30 Friday and Saturday. Closed on Sunday. For reservations, call:  440 988-0330 

 

Chef Maruizio and the Restaurant Italia brings a taste of Italy to the Village! 

 

 

 

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY AT THE RESTAURANT ITALIA! 



4 

 

Volunteersé.People Working on Behalf of Others. 

 

So many members and non-members alike say they would like to volunteer but are hesitant not knowing what there is to do 

or what qualifications are needed.  Itôs easyélots to doéno experience needed and the payéwell the payé is rewarding!  

The village offers a wide range of volunteerism, one being the need for tour docents. Viv Bickley assists with costuming and  

provides the booklet  Guide for Docents containing history and facts about the village. No need to be shy...there is definitely 

something for everyone! 

Viv Bickley in the One Room School House. A host of 

men and women help throughout the village during the 

three week fall school program, and many more helpers 

are more than welcomed! 

      

       Folks busy with Quarry  Story 

      filing and newsletter mailing. 

Curator, Ron Sauer, always in 

need of individuals to organize 

artifacts in the Quigley Museum. 

  Volunteers always enjoy helping out during the Christmas Season when the village is filled with visitors of all ages touring the 

period decorated buildings.  Above Shirley Young welcomes a family to the Greek Revival House and in the center ñSanta ñin 

the Grange Hall listens to secret wishes!  On the right Diana Papp is helping youngsters coat pine cones with peanut butter as a 

treat for our resident winter birds. 

Joan Rosenbusch and sister, Marilyn Smart 

in the Genealogy Center.  Typist and  

researchers are most welcomed!  

Volunteer help is always needed at the 

society sponsored Jamboree either  

working in the AHS booth or helping 

set up the grounds.  

Each Sunday during the  summer the 

village is open for scheduled tours. 

Pictured are Dottie  Roth and Elaine 

Harlan in the parlor of the Greek Revival 

House. The Sunday tours are always in 

need of village guides. 
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The Genealogy Corner # 33  by Orville Mannes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The house pictured below is located in Leidersdorf, Bebra, Hessen, Germany. It is the home of Anna Katherine (Braun) 

Schmitkonsô sister, Marie Braun (top row second from right). The other picture is of Maria Braun and her family.  

Anna Catherineôs parents were Herman Braun and Anna Catherine 

Landgrabe.  She came to American from Rotenburg, Hessen,  

Germany by Breman on September 2, 1882 to Elyria, Ohio.  Anna 

Catherine and Johann Schmitkons were married on May 3, 1883 in 

Amherst Township. 

 

Anna Catherine was born August 22, 1858 in Leidersdorf, Bebra,  

Germany and died December 7, 1928 in Elyria, Lorain County, 

Ohio.  Johann Schmitkons was born April 4, 1840 in Nurnberg,  

Von Brien, Germany and died at his home on Lake Avenue in 

Elyria, Ohio on June 17, 1916.  Anna Catherine and Johann are buried in Cleveland Avenue Cemetery, Amherst Ohio. 

 

Anna Catherine and Johann had four children:  Anna Barbara married to Carl W. Menz; Katherine married to Edwin C.  

Cotton; Carl Otto married to Hazel Adele Haynes and Marie Katherine married to Newton William Bechtel.  

 

Anna Catherine & Johann Schmitkons 

 
 

Amherst Bicentennial      
Happy Birthday, Amherst!     

Congratulations on your 200th Birthday! 
 
 
We would very much like to put  together a booklet to commemorate the cityôs bicentennial year, but we 
need your help. If you have a special photo, memory or tribute you would like to have included in this  
booklet, please call the society office at 988-7255. 
 
Current plans are to have the bicentennial booklet assembled and printed in time for sale at the Historical  
Societyôs booth at the 38th annual Jamboree to be held on July 8 & 9, 2011. 


