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The Grindstone 
The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter 

2010  
Amherst Historical Society Officers and Incoming Board of Directors  

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon  
When: Saturday April 17, 2010  

Where:  Grange Hall in the Village  
Time: 12:00 Noon  

ItÞs a small way the Amherst Historical Society can thank you for all the time you  
donate at the various society functions, events and programs.  

Your volunteerism makes a difference.  
 

Call 988- 7255 to make a reservation if you have been a volunteer. 

Officers 

 President: John Dietrich     Vice-President: Bob Pallante          

Secretary: Judy Ryan          Treasurer:  Kathy Litkovitz 

 Incoming Board Members 

Bob Pallante   Diane  Szekely Papp    Steve Sayers 

The 2010 Amherst Historical Society Board of Directors 
 

Donita Abraham,  John Dietrich,  W. Zack Dolyk, Esq.,  John Dunn,  Ruth Haff,  Neal Jenne,  David Kukucka,  Kathy Litkovitz,  

Bob Pallante,  Martha Pallante,  Diane Szekely Papp,  Dick Rice,  Judy Ryan,  Steve Sayers,  Dr. Eric Stocker 
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From the President  by John Dietrich. 

Milestones During your Lifetime.  
 

Did you ever stop and reflect upon the many important events in history that have come 
about during your lifetime?  
 
I can remember how happy people were when the men who had served in WWII started to 
come back home and be reunited with their families and loved ones. I also remember the 
sadness in the faces of the ones who weren't so fortunate. In 1950 a "police action" flared up 
in a faraway country called "Korea." Out came the maps of the world so we could locate 
where that strange named country was. Men who had served in WWII were called up to quell the trouble. Again, 
three years of sadness. I remember the night when it was announced that a cease fire was reached, and again our 
servicemen returned home to pick up the pieces of what had been their life.  
 
Life wasn't always full of sorrow.  I do remember the first television I ever saw. It was in the window of an appli-
ance store on 17th and Broadway in Lorain in 1948. What a wonderful marvel that 8 inch TV was to a 7 year old 
boy like myself. The next week, my father rented a TV just like the one in that store window. About 20 of our 
neighbors gathered in our small living room and stared at the blurry picture on that tiny screen. Wow! Now that 
was a big moment in history. Just think, we not only could hear their voices, but we got to see what the actors 
looked like. In 1959 transistor radio came into vogue. It was pretty "cool" to walk around with earphones and this 
little radio in your pocket. No one could hear the music but ME!  
 
In 1960 we witnessed our first Catholic president, John Kennedy. On November 22, 1963 we heard the horrible 
news that JFK had been shot and killed in Dallas Texas. I don't remember any blacker days than the weeks that 
followed that tragic event.  
 
Yes, there has been a lot of history during my 69 years on earth. Vietnam, Watergate, 911, worldwide turmoil 
caused by political unrest and the wrath of "mother nature." The teenagers of today have already experienced 
many historical events: the computer age, cell phones, fast food restaurants, and even seeing the election of our 
first black president, Barack Obama. The younger generation must remember to respect the past and those who 
sacrificed to make this the great country that we are. As life goes on, they too will have great events in history that 
will shape their lives just as we have.  
 
Don't forget to stop and smell the roses along the way. 

Ron Sauer 

It has been brought to my attention that members of the Amherst Historical Society would 
like to have more information and input into the operations of the society.  After some  
discussion with the executive board of the board of directors, it was decided that twice a 
year we would hold a general membership business meeting.  At a meeting scheduled for 
Thursday evening, April 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Grange hall (which I hope you and 
your spouse will attend) a complete update as to how the society is functioning and future 
plans will be discussed.   
 
We also plan to have a second business meeting on Thursday, October 28, 2010 as a  
follow-up.  Committee chairmen will be available to answer all of your questions and to listen to any  
suggestions you may have that will help the Amherst Historical Society.  Refreshments will be served.  
I hope to see you all there.   
 
For more information please call the office at 440-988-7255. 
 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

John Dietrich 

From the curator by Ron Sauer 
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General Meeting March 24, 2010 
7:30 P.M.   

Grange Hall in the Village 
 

Spring will soon be here!  At least the calendar says so! That should be enough incentive to bring you 
all out without the added measure of a great program prepared by our neighbors in the Village, the 
Firelands Archaeological Research Center.  Brian Scanlan, their president, will introduce  Dr. David Stothers.   
Dr. Stothers is a Professor of Anthropology at the University of Toledo; Director of the Western Lake Erie  
Archaeological Research Program at the University of Toledo and Director of the Firelands Archaeological  
Research Center at the Amherst Historical Sandstone Village and will present the power point presentation: 

 
 ñThe Dawn of History: Protohistoric Trade Patterns in Northeast North Americaò 

 
There will be a brief business meeting before the program and a  social time with refreshments will  
conclude the evening. Please invite your friends who may not be members of the historical society.   
 
Watch your newsletter and local papers for special events to follow. The Amherst Historical Society Board of  
Directors have determined, that in lieu of general meetings, there will be two scheduled informational meetings  
concerning status of the society in the spring and fall.   

 
Volunteer Luncheon  Saturday April 17, 2010 

 
An event we look forward to every spring is our Volunteers Luncheon.  It is our way of thanking all of you who  
donate your time and talents to your community by way of the Amherst Historical Society.  If you have been a  
volunteer, please call the office at 988-7255 to make a reservation.  Deadline is April 12ð-See you there! 

Vivienne Bickley 

Firelands Archaeological Research Center  Presents our  
First Annual Ohio Archaeology Dinner  

 
A four course dinner prepared to satisfy the modern palate will highlight foods most authentic to our region. 

 
Featured speaker is Dr. Brian Redmond, Curator of Archaeology, and Director of Science at the  

Cleveland Museum of Natural History  
presenting  

ñBefore the Dawn of Historyò 
What Archaeology Tells Us about Native Americans of Northeast Ohio 

 
Dr. Redmond will speak on the general prehistory of northeastern Ohio focusing on the area between  
Cleveland and Sandusky.  He will highlight local archaeological projects such as those conducted at the 
White Fort, Burrell Orchard, and Heckleman sites, and what they tell us about the time prior to European con-
tact. 

 
Saturday February 27, 2010  6:30 - 10:00 p.m. 

Amherst Sandstone Village Grange Hall 763 Milan Avenue, Amherst Ohio 
18.00 per person 

 
Make reservations NOW by calling James at 988-5483.  Tickets also available from FARC  members or by 
visiting the FARC website at www.firelandsarchaeology.org.   Donôt miss the fun, food, or great information! 
 
Our newest program theò Summer Archaeology Experience,ò a one week dig, (available for Masterôs Credit 
and CEUôs) will also be introduced.  
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Scenes From     The Past  

This picture was taken on November 11, 1919 of the servicemen who returned from World War 1.  

They were photographed on the steps of the Town Hall on Armistice Day, as it was called then.  

 

The following men have been identified: Harry Ruth, Tom George, Fred Hogrefe, Frank Smith, Carl Schmauch, 

Henry Klermund, R. Horpley, Harold Sanders, William Bruce, Bill Hoffman, Harlan Martin, Elmer Schofield, Jim 

Brennan, Herman Short, Tom Bruce, Paul Mori, Lee Menz, Reverend Hunter, William Cahl, Tom Capasso, Walter 

Wilford, Justus Schroeder, Milton Sick, Harry Sabiers, George Abderholden, Bill Strauss, Albert Cahl, Joe Rich, 

Frank McDermott, Alden Dellifield, Hugh Tompkins, Ed Sahl, Ben Strauss, Matt Slack, Dr. Milo Parker, Henry 

Smith, William Wilker, George Bruce, Hazen Schofield, Louis Kreeger, John Pries, John Nabakowski, Lee Womack, 

Allie Towne, Howard Rice, Alvin Kolbe, Harry Rice, Henry Hammill, Walter Jaeger, Arthur Stone, George Thomp-

son, Clarence Purcell, Joe Kossouf, George Schroeder, Harry Martin, C. Avery, William Wirth, E. Henes. Chris 

Arndt, ? Slumska, Melvin Slack, William Bruce, Omar Quigley.   

 

Anyone who can name those unidentified are asked to contact the Historical Society office at 988-7255. 


