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From the President    By John Dietrich 
 
Finally!  After much research and hard work Arcadia 
Publishing has published Image of America ï Amherst 
written by Donna M. DeBlasio and Martha I. Pallante on 
behalf of the Amherst Historical Society.  The book is 
available at several locations throughout Amherst or you 
could stop in the historical societyôs office and purchase a 
copy.  The cost is $21.99 plus sales tax.  I think it is well 
worth the price.  The pictures are fantastic and tell the story of Amherst from the 
early years to the present.  The  citizens of Amherst are proud of their city and 
those who have moved on to other locations will always be Amherstonians.  
Watch the Grindstone for book signing events and have the authors autograph 
your copy.  The book is just one example of the Amherst Historical Society at work 
to preserve the history of Amherst and the surrounding area.   
 
We are constantly working to improve the Amherst Sandstone Village and offer 
events that are both interesting and entertaining.  To accomplish this we are 
always  in need of volunteers, new ideas, help with construction and always 
financial assistance.  We could use your help ï Volunteer your time and talent. 
 

John Dietrich 

COMING EVENTS 
 

Season Opening of 
Sandstone Village and 

Quigley Museum 
May 1st - Sept 26st 

Sunday Only 
Tours: 2 pm & 3 pm 

$3.00 Adults 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Village Fair 
Sunday June 6, 2010 

2 pm - 5pm 
Village Grounds 

Bluegrass Musicians 
The West Virginia  

Cut-Ups 
Amherst Book Signing 

50/50 Raffle 
Vintage Article Sale 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Old Time Jamboree 
July 9, 10, & 11 

Amherst Downtown 
Parking Lot 

Music..Games 
Contests...Raffles 

Dancing 
Food & Beverages 
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The Purple Heart 
 

The original Purple heart, designated as the Badge of Military Honor, was established by George Washington, 
then commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, on August 7, 1782. The Badge of Military Merit was only 

awarded to three Revolutionary War soldiers.  
 
Following the War of Independence, the award was forgotten until 1927 when a draft was sent 
to Congress to revive the Badge of Military Merit. The bill was defeated by Congress, but all 
the collected materials were filed for possible future use.  
 
In 1931 General Douglas MacArthur, in conjunction with the Washington Commission of Fine 
Arts, reopened work on a new design which was issued on the bicentennial of George  
Washingtonôs birth. It  was later redesigned and became known as the Purple Heart. 
 
The Purple Heart is awarded in the name of the President of the United States to any member 
of the Armed Forces of the United States who, while serving under competent authority in any 
capacity with one of the U.S. Armed Services after April 5, 1917, has been wounded or killed, 
or has died after being wounded.                                                   

Source:  Wikipedia , the free encyclopedia 

From the Curator:  Ron Sauer 
 
As Curator, it's not always easy to come up with an article for our newsletter that would be 
interesting to our readers.  So here are a few of my thoughts on a subject that is as  
 important today as it was in the 1940ôs. 
 
Have you ever driven down Main Street behind a car that's going slower than the posted 
speed limit?  It's usually an older gentleman in a big car.  Did you ever notice if his license 
plate is emblazoned with an emblem of the Purple Heart?  If you did, did you ever stop and 
think what that man had to endure to be awarded that precious medal?   
 
In the last few years I have had the privilege of meeting three gentlemen that are at the top of my hero list. 
The first man is Jim.  At the age of 21, Jim was the pilot of a B-26 bomber that flew 36 missions over enemy 
territory in Europe during World War II.  He was responsible for the safety of a 10 man crew.  He never lost a 
man.  Upon returning to the United States, he finished his tour of duty as a test pilot for the Army.  Now, that's a 
true hero! 
 
Next comes my friend Bill.  He was a navigator in World War II of a bomber that flew countless missions over some 
of the most dangerous targets in Germany.  His job was to guide his plane to the target and safely route his plane 
back to the home base.  After the War, he came home to resume a normal life.  Then, Korea flared up.  He was 
called back into service and continued his career in the Pentagon as a Lt. Colonel.  His responsibilities in the  
Pentagon included keeping track of all the American nuclear weapons in the world. Finally, after retiring from the  
military, he came back to our town of Amherst and again resumed a civilian life.  Another hero! 
 
My third friend is Ralph.  When the Korean War flared up, Ralph answered the call and went off to fight.  He was 
equipped with the best summer uniforms that the military had to offer - too bad it was the middle of winter in Korea, 
with temperatures well below zero.  Frost bite was his constant friend.  Not only did he have to fight the Koreans, 
but soon the Chinese joined the fray against the United Nations troops.  Ralph was wounded, awarded the Purple 
Heart, and finally sent home.  He proudly displays the Purple Heart on his license plate.  Another of my heroes! 
There are hundreds of men and women walking around in Amherst today who deserve to be called heroes for their 
service to this Country during times of war and in times of peace keeping. 
 
If you are looking for someone to be a "real" role model, you may only have to look next door.  Or, you may be  
living with one! Thank you to all men and women who have proudly served our Country.  You are ALL my heroes!  

Ron Sauer 
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Vivienne Bickley 

 
The Firelands Archaeological Research Center housed at the Amherst Historical Societyôs Sandstone Village 
next to the Art Studio and Gallery has had a busy winter and early spring.  We have washed and cataloged 
the 2009 excavation seasonôs artifacts from the Heckleman site on the Huron River near Milan, Ohio. We 
have categorized and analyzed the artifacts. We have measured and drawn projectile points, blades and 
scrapers. We have glued together broken ceramics and drawn them and photographed all the important 
artifacts. What we found is that the inner of two parallel ditches which prehistorically were a mound and ditch 
system was filled with Middle Woodland (0-500 A.D,) discarded material: pottery, points, prismatic bladelets 
and a core, mica scraps, flint flakes, and remains of deer, elk, and turtle. From charcoal pockets in the 
features samples have been sent to a lab to obtain radiocarbon dates that will tell us give or take 50-80 years 
when this ditch was filled and when the people who lived at this site were present 

 
FARC held a Native American Foods Dinner at the Grange Hall in February at which Dr. Brian 

Redmond, Curator of Archaeology and Director of Science at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, 
spoke on the history of prehistoric native peoples in North Central Ohio. FARCôs Director Dr. David Stothers, 
Professor of Anthropology at the University of Toledo, spoke at the Grange Hall on March 24th to Amherst 
Historical Society members as well as FARC and Sandusky Bay Chapter of the Archaeological Society of 
Ohio members. Dr. Stothers topic was the Protohistoric Trade Route Down the St. Lawrence River and into 
the Lower Great Lakes. These programs and others planned later this fall are part of the public education 
focus of FARC in addition to our research oriented excavations in North Central Ohio. We are very grateful 
that the Amherst Historical Society has seen fit to make us a part of the offerings that the Society makes 
available to the people of Amherst and the surrounding area. 

 
We have a few lab sessions left this spring on Sunday mornings and open to anyone with an interest 

in what archaeology is all about. Recently we had Dr. Jeb Bowen of the Ohio Historical Society training 
members on animal bone identification and Dr. Mark Seeman  Professor of Archaeology at Kent State 
University providing education on the Ohio Hopewell.  In  June we will once again go to the field at the 
Heckleman site. For the second year we will be joined by the Cleveland Museumôs Archaeological Summer 
School for part of the season. Check our website for details at firelandsarchaeology.org .   

 
Glen Boatman , FARC President 

Spring Program 
 Village Fair 
June 6, 2010 

 
 
Because June will be busting out all over, the Amherst Historical Society will be holding a ñshindigò at the  
Sandstone Village on Sunday, June 6, 2010 from 2:00 to 5:00 in the afternoon.  Entertainment will be bluegrass 
music provided by the West Virginia Cut-Ups.  Food, crafts and fun will add to the enjoyment of the day, so come 
and enjoy a Sunday afternoon in the Village! 
 
Images of America, Amherst, our new book published by Arcadia Publishing will be available for sale in the 
Grange Hall.  Dr. Martha I. Pallante and Dr. Donna DeBlasio, authors of the book, will be on hand to personally 
autograph your copy. 
 
Ron Sauer, historical society curator, is clearing out the societyôs attic and will have some fine relics for sale.  If 
anyone is interested in bringing an article for consignment sale, please contact Ron at 988-8036 
 
 



 

 

4 

 
 

37th Old Time Jamboree 
Itôs hard to believe that it is Jamboree time again.  

This year our festival will be July 9th, 10th and 11th.   
 

My committee and I have been meeting since February and we have another great schedule of entertainment 
planned.  On Friday evening after the Opening Ceremony we will have a young group of musicians called 
 ñEndless Illusionò going on at 6:30 p.m., they are seniors from our own Steele High School. Then at 8:30 p.m.  
we will hear from the band called ñBorderlineò. Both groups played last year and everyone really enjoyed them. 
 
On Saturday we have a fantastic slate of entertainment starting with the Pizza Eating Contest at 12 noon,  
sponsored by Darrel and Denise McCarty from Olde Town Pizza.  At 1:30 p.m. we have the Pet Parade  
sponsored by the Amherst Public Library.  As usual at 5 p.m. we will have the Amherst  Community Chorus under 
the direction of Simone and Steve Gall.  And, last but certainly not least, at 6:30 p.m. back by popular demand,  
ñ The Naked Monkeysò.  
 
On Sunday we will have the Jamboree Parade, chaired by Geri Rice, at 12 noon followed by the Patriots  
Community Band at 1:20 p.m. 
 
Again the year the Amherst Historical Society booth is featuring our very  popular  and ñfantasticò baskets for raffle. 
Martha Pallante and Donna Rumpler are chairing this event and have already 10 baskets for our booth. They are 
also in charge of the AHS booth and will be contacting you soon. 
 
In closing Iôm happy to announce that this year the Grand Marshalls are none other than Darrell and Denise 
McCarty.  They have always done a lot for the AHS and for our city. Also this year we are honoring Ruth Haff as our 
volunteer of the year.  As you may or may not know Ruth has been in charge of the entertainment for the Jamboree 
forever and is a docent and board member just to name a few of the many things she does for the society. 
 
The Jamboree committee has been working extremely hard on this years festival and I would like to thank them all 
for the many hours they have already put in to making this another successful Old Time Jamboree.  My committee 
consists of Ruth Haff, John Dietrich, Donna Rumpler, Bob and Martha Pallante, Geri Rice and Terry Traster. 
 
Hope to see you ALL at the 37th Old Time Jamboree! 

Kathy Litkovitz, Chairman 

         

Dear Son,                                                      

Just a few lines to let you know that I am still alive. I am writing this slowly because I know that you 
can't read very fast. You won't know the house when you come home. We've moved. About your 
father, he has got a lovely new job. He has 500 men under him. He cuts grass at the cemetery. Your 
sister Mary had a baby this morning. I haven't found out yet if it's a boy or a girl, so I don't know if 
your an aunt or an uncle. I went to the doctors on Thursday and your father came with me. The 
doctor put a small tube in my mouth and told me not to talk for 10 minutes. Your father offered to buy 
it from him. Your uncle Patrick drowned last week in a vat of Irish whiskey at the Dublin brewery. 
Some of his workmates tried to save him but he fought them off bravely. They cremated him and it 
took 3 days to put the fire out. It only rained twice this week, first for 3 days and then for 4 days. We 
had a letter from the undertaker. He said if the last payment on your grandmother's plot wasn't paid 
in 7 days, up she comes. 
Your loving Mother, 
 
P.S. I was going to send you 5 pounds, but I have already sealed the envelope. 

In observation of Motherôs Day on May 9thé.an Irish Motherôs Letter to Her Son. 
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Amherst Historical  Society Volunteer Luncheon 
April 17, 2010 

Volunteers filled the Grange Hall in the Village.  The tables were decorated with spring  daffodils from 
the gardens of Vivienne Bickley and Shirley Young. Each place setting had a pink, white or yellow rose 
shaped chocolate sucker made especially for the luncheon by Pam Faragher and a book marker with 
images of the village provided by Bob Pallante.  The window sills displayed tea rose  planters  
graciously donated by Mike Smith, manager of the Amherst Giant Eagle, which were the door prizes.   
The delicious noon time lunch was catered by Maryannõs Pizza located on Milan Ave in Amherst. 

 President John Dietrich welcoming   
the volunteer guests. 

Meal was catered and served by 

Peggy Kordeleski. 

  Guests enjoying after lunch and  
dessert  conversation. 

Patty Standan picking another prize  
winning  ticket.  Lilly Krebs, our 2009 Volunteer of the 

Year, won a rose planter. 
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I was born in Amherst Hospital on March 9, 1922 to Ethel Engle Kuss 
and Edward Pietch.  I was the only child but there were a lot of children 
in the neighborhood and we formed close bonds.  I lived on Cleveland 
Avenue and there was little traffic so we went back and forth frequently. 
 
We made our own entertainment. There was no TVð no video games and some of us had  
tricyclesð not many bicycles.  Roller skating was a great pastime and when I was perhaps five 
years old the sidewalk in front of my house had quite an incline. I wore out many pairs of cotton 
stockings from falling on my knees. My mother finally  made me fasten pot holders on my 

knees ð to protect the stockings ð not my knees! Playing marbles, jacks and dressing dolls took a lot of our time. 
Toward evening we played tag and hide and seek. 
 
In the summer on Saturdays the local picture show ð called ñMary Janeò Theatre ð ran serials showing an 
episode every Saturday afternoon and the place was crowded. As each episode ended the hero was left in a dire 
situation, maybe ready to fall over a cliff or being scalped by some Indians. We had to wait until next weekôs 
episode to see if he survived and he always did. 
 
Early in the 1900ôs a street car line called the ñGreen Lineò was constructed parallel to Cleveland Street. It started 
at Clearview and went to the square in front of the town hall where it turned around and returned. My mother and I 
often rode the car. In order to get on it we crossed the road in front of my home, went down a slight incline and 
boarded the car. If we wanted to go to Elyria we stayed on the car when it reached Clearview.  If we wanted to get 
to Lorain, we had to change cars.  The line ran through the property I now own and the sandstone abutment that 
supported the bridge that spanned the creek can still be seen.  During WW II the bridge was donated to the scrap 
drive. 

 
When I was six years old I started in the first grade at Central School, the only school in town.  
We had no kindergarten.  I lived approximately a mile from school and walked to and from 
everyday.  I went all twelve grades to Central School and graduated in 1940 in a class of sixty. 
My mother was always home when I got home from school. I also attended Sunday School at 
the Congregational Church in Amherst. 
 
As I grew it was a series of various animalsð dogs, cats, gold fish, turtles, an eel and a pet 
crow named ñJimmyò, all brought home by my dad who taught me to fish and ice skate at about 
six years old.  The Library was also an important part of my life. I spent many hours reading 
and the Bobbsey Twins books were my favorite. 
 
At nineteen I went to work for Walter Nord at U.S. Automatic Corporation, now known as 
Nordson Corporation.  I worked there for 43 years retiring in 1984. 

 
In 1941 I married Burton ñBudò Jenne and he passed away in 1990. 
 
Looking back I donôt feel I missed a thing by living in Amherst all my life.  I got an excellent education that enabled 
me to get an excellent job and opened many doors for me.  I grew up knowing many fine people in Amherst, many 
of whom have now passed. 
 
I did quite a bit of traveling but I never found a place besides Amherst that I wanted to call home. 

Growing up in Amherstµ.by Marilyn Jenne 

My grandfather and 
me at 3 months old.  
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Genealogy Corner #29 by Orville Manes 
 

Second Wesbecher Hardware Store 
 
One of the oldest and continuously functioning hardware store in its original location in 
Amherst is the Riddle True Value located at 263 South Main Street in Amherst, presently 
owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs. James Riddle.  Todayôs Genealogy Corners recounts 
the beginning of this long time establishment. 
 
Henry A Wesbecher, a son of Joseph Wesbecher, was a pioneer hardware store dealer.  He was born June 
12, 1880 in Amherst spending his entire life in the Amherst area. He started in his fatherôs hardware store as a 
youth and in 1905 took over complete operation of the Wesbecher Hardware Store until it was sold in 
September 1912.  Henry had purchased the old Nichollôs property at the corner of 263 South Main and Tenney 
Street with intents of a new hardware store and on August 21, 1912 Architect Paul A. Rissman of Lorain began 
to prepare plans for the new building.  The building was completed and Wesbecher Hardware Store opened 
May 24, 1913.  The upper part of the building was used for many years by other businesses. 
 
In 1945 Mr. Wesbecher retired and sold the store to Alfred and Alice Flowers who managed the business from 
1945 until 1963, selling it to Okell Riggs, who did business for several years as the Western Auto Supply Store.  
The business was then purchased by Albert P. Goohs who maintained the store as Goohs and Sons Western 
Auto True Value until 1979.  Mr. and Mrs. James Riddle acquired the business from Goohs, who continued 
working for Riddle Hardware until 1981. Mr. and Mrs. Riddle have owned the Riddle True Value hardware 
Store for a period of 31 years this April 2010.  During this time Mrs. Riddle has also created ñTreasures in the 
Atticò on the second floor of the building. 

The Wesbecher Hardware Store  1913 

263 S. Main and Tenney 

The interior and stock on display in 1913 The interior and stock on display in 1913 

Riddle True Value Hardware Store 2010 

263 S. Main And Tenney 


