
 

 

May/June 2011 

The Grindstone 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Village Garage Sale 
In the Long Barn 

Friday June 10, 2011 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

  
 

Old Time Jamboree 
Friday July 8, 2011 

Saturday July 9, 2011 
11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
                       Garage Sale in the Village! 
 
On Friday June 10, 2011 the Fund Raising Committee chaired by board director,  
John Dunn, is holding a garage sale in the long barn in the village. All proceeds from 
the sale will be applied to the upcoming construction of the Amherst Fire Museum on 
the grounds of the village.   
 
Of the $48,231.00 currently raised for the building, $35,000 was acquired through a 
State of Ohio Cultural Facilities Commission appropriation grant, $5,000 from a  
Nordson Corporation grant and $8,231.00 realized through our society and firemen 
fundraisers and member donations. 
 
Our previous sale netted $550.00 for the fire museum and the committee is hopeful 
that this event will produce an even better outcome.  Donations of furniture, small 
household appliances, books, jewelry or seasonal decorations are welcomed. Items 
may be dropped off at the office or left on the porch of the long barn or arrangements 
for a pick up can be made by calling the office at 988-7255.   
 

Pictured is an architect rendering of the   
proposed Amherst Fire Department  
Museum to be erected on the village 
grounds between the caboose and  
ferrier barn.   
 
The museum is a collaborative effort  
between  the historical society  and the 
Amherst Fire Department  
 
The Amherst City volunteer fire depart-
ment has long been an important part of 
our Amherst history. The firemen currently 
have an established museum in their  
station, but unfortunately, due to the 

physical plan of the firehouse accessibly to the public is not feasible.  Among the nu-
merous historical fire fighting artifacts is an 1833 horse drawn pumper known as the 
ñLive Oakò and a framed1888 North Amherst Fire Engine and Hose Coupon Bond. 
 
It has been determined that not only will the village fire museum contain the existing 
artifact collection but there will be a safety educational component emphasizing fire 
safety programs for both adult and children with demonstrations and safety literature.   
 
The museum will be opened daily and manned by retired volunteer firemen. 
 
The proposed fire museum will be the first in this area; the nearest being the Western 
Reserve Fire Museum in Cleveland. 
 
 

Our recent fundraising 

event at Ziggyôs Pub and 

Restaurant was a grand 

success.   

 

The historical society 

fundraising Committee 

thanks all who attended 

for lunch and dinner. 

 

Larry Niehart, proprietor, 

donated fifteen percent of 

each patronôs total check 

who announced they were 

dining to support the  

 Historical Society! 

 

Thank you Larry and 

thank you, our members! 



 

 

From the Curator,   Ron Sauer                 
 

 "Time To Get Out The Lawnmower!"                      
 
I used to say that the two things I hated most in life were shoveling snow and cutting the 
grass. This past winter has seemed to last forever! I've been cold since Halloween! Even the 
sun is afraid to peek out from those dark, snow filled clouds. We've had snow on the ground 
since Christmas!! Thanks to my loving daughter Wendy and her children Nick and Becky,  
I haven't had to shovel much snow this winter. So, with their help, I've eliminated one of the things I hate most.  

Now that we are in the early stages of Spring, believe it or not, I'm actually looking forward to getting out and 
doing some yard work. Yes, I'm even looking forward to getting out the lawnmower and (now hold on to your 
hats folks ) mowing my lawn. I may find that the bleakness of this past winter has driven my hatred for cutting the 
grass from my heart! Maybe the thought of becoming a Super Senior in November (turning 70) has made me 
realize how wonderful the smell of fresh mown grass really is. I'm even looking forward to cleaning out our flower 
beds and putting lots of beautiful, colorful flowers all around our house.  

Now, you are probably wondering what all this has to do with the Amherst Historical Society. Well, we here at the 
AHS have been hibernating for the winter. With advent of spring. we too will be getting out the lawnmower, 
cleaning the signs of winter from the landscape and preparing the buildings and grounds for you to come and 
enjoy.  

I know Bob and John have many exciting projects in the works. Plans are already in motion for another fun filled 
summer here at the Amherst Historical Society. Why not make plans to stop by and join in the merriment!!!!  
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Ron Sauer 

 
 
Message From the President,  Bob Pallante 
 

When we think of the Amherst Historical Society we envision a group of people that are interested in 

preserving the history of the Amherst area. The members do this through volunteering their time and 

talent for activities involving fund raising presentations to our members and other area groups, 

preserving artifacts that are displayed in the various buildings, preserving the village buildings,  

providing genealogy research and working with other groups and organizations to present programs and 

promote activities. 

 

We own the building occupied by the Society office and lease the lower level to the Green Pasture Baptist Church.  We also 

own several houses rented to families and a former house converted to a restaurant. This income provides the funds to 

cover the expenses associated in maintaining these properties. In addition, the Grange and Chapel are rented for parties, 

weddings and receptions, meetings and other functions. These two building are rented most weekends and several times 

during the week. 

 

One of the biggest challenges facing the Society is having enough active volunteers to perform the task of docents, 

presenters, board members, committee chairpersons and workers for activities, such as, the Jamboree, Dutch-oven cook-off 

and summer social events. 

 

In the coming months a new building will be constructed near the ferrier barn to house the Amherst Fireman Museum.  This 

building will be built by volunteer labor from the firemen and others. The funds are from grants, donations and fundraising 

efforts.  The museum will be manned by the firemen during open hours. 

 

In closing, please support the historical society  and enjoy the activities that are coming in this bicentennial year. 

Bob Pallante 
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Mature Services offers 
Paid Part -time Training Opportunities  
with local non-profit agencies in Lorain 

County. 
Positions available in: 
Å Office and Clerical 
Å Maintenance 
Å Warehouse 
Å Food Service 
Å Janitorial 

 
Must be age 55 or over. Income restrictions 

apply. Application required. 

For more information, call (440) 324-3588 

 
Our second annual Ohio Archaeology Dinner was a huge success again this year. It was held on Thursday 
March 24th, 2011, at 6:30pm at the AHS Sandstone Village Grange Hall and included a gourmet dinner of 
venison, bison, greens, and pumpkin pie just to name a few items. Dr. Jarrod Burks of Ohio Valley Archae-
ology, Inc. gave a presentation on some amazing non-invasive archaeological survey techniques and equip-
ment; amazing maps of history and prehistory were generated. And interesting items were raffled off, includ-
ing an annual membership to the Lake Erie Nature and Science Center. We hope you will keep our other an-
nual activities in mind. Please check our website events page at www.firelandsarchaeology.org for details. 
 
We are now getting into some lab projects other than from our 2010 field season. Some of the materials we 
are currently looking at are from a 3000 year old native occupation in Erie County. The public is always wel-
come to check out our lab sessions. Please check our website calendar page for dates and times. 
 
The field season also is gearing up as the weather gets better. We will be working in Erie County on a rare 
Northern Ohio Hopewell site. As with our lab work, field volunteers are welcome, but they must make contact 
and RSVP prior to fieldwork in order that we might plan for our crew size. 
 
I addition to FARC fieldwork, the Cleveland Museum of Natural History has its annual field school, also at the 
Erie County site, and those interested can call or check out the museumôs website at www.cmnh.org for more 
details. 
  
We encourage AHS members to visit us during our lab sessions to learn about how FARC is striving 
to educate the public about Ohio's exciting prehistoric and historic past.  We'll keep the light on for you!  

Out of Yesterdayôs News: 

  

While paging through an old book at the historical society 

office, this article from a 1925 newspaper was found tucked 

between the pages.  

http://www.firelandsarchaeology.org/
http://www.cmnh.org/
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38th Annual Old Time Jamboree 

ñAmherst Bicentennial Celebrationò 

1811 - 2011 

July 8 and 9, 2011 

By Kathy Litkovitz 

 
 
Preparation are underway for our ñ38th Annual Old Time Jamboreeò to be held on Friday, July 8 and Saturday, 
July 9.  As this is the City of Amherstôs 200th birthday the Jamboree will be focusing on the ñAmherst Bicenten-
nial Celebrationò.  The Jamboree will be only 2 days this year and therefore the Amherst Historical Society  will  
not be hosting a Jamboree Parade on Sunday.  The city is planning a Bicentennial Parade for a date in Septem-
ber to be announced (watch the local newspaper for exact date and time).  The Amherst Historical Society along 
with other city organizations will be participating in that parade.  Times for the Jamboree will be from 11:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 p.m. on both Friday and Saturday.  The early opening gives our venders and festival attendees the 
same amount of hours in just 2 days. 
 
Extra attractions and fun activities have been planned for this year since it is a ñBicentennial Celebrationò. We are 
going to ask our volunteers to wear period attire such as the skimmer hats, vests, and garters on their sleeves.   
Strolling the grounds will be our Sandstone Settlers re-enactors portraying a variety of interesting early pioneers. 
The society booth will again have theme raffle baskets as well as Bicentennial memorabilia for purchase. 
Some of the events that we are planning are the following: 
 
    Bicentennial Theme Cake Decorating Contest  
    Old fashioned Pie Baking Contest 
    An Essay Contest (Bicentennial theme) 
    Old fashioned Pie-throwing Contest (Not the same ones used in the pie  
    baking contest.) 
     
 
On Friday from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. ñMystical Matthewò a magician  will be strolling the grounds to entertain the 
children of all ages.  At 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. òShizzle Dizzle Magicò will perform their family friendly comedy 
magic show.  This is sure to be a crowd pleaser.  The Official Grand Opening of the Jamboree will be at 5:00 
p.m. with the National Anthem being sung once again by Kevin Breen, followed by the invocation by a local  
clergyman, a few words by Mayor Taylor and opening remarks by AHS President, Bob Pallante.  
The musical group from Great Lakes Church called ñAll Things Newò will  perform at 6:00 p.m.  The feature  
entertainment for that evening will be ñBorderlineò playing from 8:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.  Both musical groups 
were with us last year and were so well received we asked them back again this year. 
 
On Saturday the grounds will open at 11:00 a.m. with  the following festivities for the day: 
     
                                               11:15 a.m.                              Pie Throwing Contest 
    12 noon   Pizza Eating Contest ( Sponsored by Olde Town) 
    1:00 p.m.   Pet Parade  ( Sponsored by Amherst Public Library) 
    3:30 p.m. to 4:30p.m.  The Patriots Band 
    6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Amherst Community Chorus 
    8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. The Naked Monkeys 
 
 
As you can see my committee and I have been busy at work trying to plan once again a spectacular list of events 
for the celebration of the ñ38th Old Time Jamboreeò and the ñAmherst Bicentennialò.   
 
We hope that the citizens of Amherst will come and celebrate the bicentennial of our wonderful city. 
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The Genealogy Corner # 34  by Orville Mannes  

 

New Educational Program Coming Soon 

By Vivienne Bickley, Education Chairman 

 

Plans are now underway to expand our outreach educational programming.  Besides our One-Room School program, 

which teaches our local third graders about life and especially school in the 1890ôs, we will now have a program for older 

local students.  Emily Miller Marty, history teacher at Marion L. Steele High School, has graciously consented to set up a 

system by which our local high school students can earn credits for attending our Quigley and Sandstone Center Museum, 

our office library and genealogy department. We also wish to welcome students to serve as docents for tours or re-enactors 

during summer vacation, 

 

You might say Emily was born for this role as she is the granddaughter of Mary Powers Miller, historical society charter 

members and former board member and historian. Mary plays the antique pump organ for our caroling during ñChristmas 

in the Village.ò  Emilyôs dad, Norman Miller, always leads the caroling and also re-enacts his own great-grandfather, Joe 

Miller in our Sandstone Settlers group. Emily dons her 1890ôs costume and plays the antique square piano in the Harris 

House for our special events. We must not forget that Maryôs father (Emilyôs great-grandfather) was the late Fred Powers 

whose career as Superintendent of Schools led to Powers School being named for him. 

 

We look forward to welcoming these students as we fulfill our obligation of being an educational non-profit organization. 

Beesing Family Reunites 
 

Amherst August 9, Fifty members and six outsiders, including four generations, were present at 

the first annual reunion of the Beesing Family at Slaterôs Grove on Sunday. Steps were taken to 

make the organization a permanent one and George Streicher was elected president, Herman 

Beesing, secretary, and Julius Krause, Joseph Battcher and Louis Beesing, committee on  

arrangements. 

 

Amusement of all kinds were indulged in and everything done to make the occasion most  

satisfactory. 

 

Pictured right is Sophia Beesing with grandson, Adelbed (Delbert) Joseph Battcher. 

Sophia was born in 1834 and died in 1923.  Delbert was born in 1914 and died in 1999. 

Arrow indicates 

Grandma, 

Sophia Beesing, 

with  son,  

Herman,  

directly over her 

left shoulder. 

 

 

 

Article  from 

Tuesday,  

August 10,1909 

the Elyria 

Newspaper, 

Evening  

Telegram. 
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                                                              Bicentennial Year!                  
                                                             By Vivienne Bickley                                                                                                    
 
Since this year is Amherstôs Bicentennial, our Sandstone Settlers re-enactors will be called upon to  
perform.  We have lost several performers in the last couple of years and need replacements. Their  
material is still available to anyone who would like to play these roles. We would like to add new char-
acters of your choice that may be either factual or fictional with a strong historical base. I will be glad to help you 
develop your character, so call me at 988-4234 as soon as you can.  We miss Ann Waite as Mrs. Harris, Jerry 
Moore as Capt. Shoals and  Ron Sauer as the infamous pig farmer, Nathaniel Langhorn.   

 
Our performers still include: 

 
Shirley Young as Minnie De Witte, Schoolmarm  
Ruth Haff as Harriet Ruth Riblet, itinerant Ministerôs wife 

Elaine Breen as Amelia Updegrove, Town Gossip  
Shirley Provident as Lucinda Harris, widow of Calvin, first owner of the Harris/Dute House 
Lilly Krebs as Mary Quigley, wife of Joseph, quarry owner who built our Quigley Museum 

Tim Branscum as Civil War Soldier 
Norman Miller as Joseph Miller, early Amherst citizen and his actual great grandfather 

Vivienne Bickley as Catherine Margaret Shupe, widow of first settler, Jacob Shupe 
 

Please call me to add your name to this list now! 

 

 

           A Wire in Winter 

          1903 
  

 

On a cold and winter day in 1903, Albert Parkhouse 

returned from lunch to his job at the Timberlake Wire 

and Novelty Co. in Jackson, Michigan. He discovered, 

much to his chagrin, that there was no place to hang 

his winter coat. All the hooks were taken. 

  

Not wanting to throw his good winter coat over a chair 

and risk it getting rumpled, Parkhouse picked up a 

piece of wireðafter all, he worked at a wire com-

panyðand  twisted it into two loops that would fit 

inside his coat. Then he twisted the ends into a hook 

he could hang up some place. 

 

The modern wire hanger was born. 

  

Other employees started to copy the idea, and his  

employer decided to patent it. Parkhouse earned noth-

ing from his ingenious invention, not even the honor 

of having his name on the patent.  The company attor-

ney put his name on it instead! 

                                                  The History Channel 

  

Put a Spike in It 

May 10, 1869 

 
The ceremonial driving of the ñlast spikeò in the nationôs 

first transcontinental railroad is broadcast via telegraph 

across the nation from Promontory Summit, Utah.  

 

The ceremony marks the connection of the Union Pacific 

line running west from Omaha, Nebraska and the Central 

Pacific line running east from Sacramento, California.   

 

The  government subsidized project began nearly seven 

years earlier when President Lincoln signed the Pacific  

Railway Act on July 1, 1862.   

 

This grand achievement could not have been accomplished 

without the backbreaking labor provided by Irish, German 

and Chinese immigrants. 
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A Step Back in Timeé. 
                                                                Circa Mid 1900ôs 

The Amherst Coral Union in front of Town Hall  

1st  Row: Dorthea Hearn Zilch, Elizabeth Aschenbach, Mildred Springer, Lucy Roemer, Libbie Gerlach and Lena Moore. 

2nd Row: Viola Wise, Laura Witt, Mayme Kane, Helen Schibley, Lucille Hearn, Caroline Bruce, Charlotte Zilch, Florence Schibley  

                 Marion  Baker and Zelma Garthe. 

3rd Row:  Ray Hearn, Gertrude Jenne, Christine Aberhalden, Edith Heller, Gertrude Wernert, Myrtle Ream, Anna Menz, Hilda Becker 

                 Flora Durling, Pansy Harris, and Casper Dute. 

4th Row:  George Aberhalden, Eugene Eastman, Albert Lakofski, Fred Holzhauer, George Cox, Conrad Aschenbach, and Herman Beesing. 

Mrs. Ray Hearn (not pictured) directed the choral union.  

  

 

During the month of April a variety of items from the 

societyôs quarry collection will be on display at the 

Elyria Library on Washington Street in Elyria. 

 

Among the artifacts selected by Curator, Ron Sauer 

and Administrative Assistant Donna Rumpler are a 

pair of wooden shoes worn by a quarry worker, his 

lunch box and actual tools used in the processing of 

the stone.  Unique quarry pictures complete the  

display. 


