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 MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 By Vivienna Bickley 

 
Christmas in the Village   

December 13, 2009  
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 
Santa Claus is coming to town and heôs stopping in at our Sandstone Village to meet our good little boys and 
girls and perhaps have a picture taken with him.  The schoolhouse will have a wonderful train display again this 
year as well as an array of old time toys to view.   The village will be dressed in her Christmas finery and at 
4:00 weôll all relax in the St. George Chapel and raise our voices in singing the old favorite carols.  The Millers, 
Mom Mary at the pump organ and son Norman leading in the singing will again preside. The date is Sunday 
December 13, the time from 2:00 -5:00.  Yes, its later this year so as not to coincide with the downtown  
festivities 

Village Christmas Party 
December 19, 2009 

 
Our annual Christmas party will take place at the Village in the Grange/Schoolhouse at 6:00 p.m.. There will 
first be a social time to get acquainted and then weôll all partake of a delicious dinner after which Sandra  
Zekursh of Mentor, Ohio will present her ñChristmas Memoriesò which should evoke a few of our own.   
More information will follow as to ticket sales. 
 

 
 
 

The Board of Trustees wish one and all a fun filled Thanksgiving and a Blessed Christmas  

 
Merry Christmas  

 
Weôre wishing you a Christmas, full of laughter, love and light, 

With delicious holiday foods to excite your appetite. 
 

Weôre hoping you receive delightful gifts to make you smile,  
With family and friends to love you all the while. 

 
We wish you a Merry Christmas; may your Christmas dreams come true,  

And when Christmas is overé..HAPPY NEW YEAR,TOO! 
                                                                                                                                                                           By Joanne Fuchs 
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From the President  by John Dietrich. 

The Sunday Village tours have ended for the winter months, but the Quigley Museum will remain 
open on Sundays from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  We had a good number of visitors to the area over 
the season and we are encouraged by the number of tour request we are receiving from groups 
outside of the Amherst area.  I think the word is finally getting out about what we have to offer here at the Amherst 
Sandstone Village.  Upcoming is "Christmas in the Village".  Plan to bring your family to visit and get into the holiday 
spirit. 
 
The upcoming Arcadia Publishing Company book titled "Images of America - Amherst" has been completed and 
sent to the publishing company for publication.  For those who are unfamiliar with Arcadia books, "Images of Amer-
ica" series chronicles the history of communities from Bangor, Maine to Manhattan Beach, California.   
Some 200 vintage black-and-white photographs celebrate a town or region, bringing to life the people, places and 
events that define the community.  Over the last six months, Dr. Donna DeBlasio and Dr. Martha I. Pallante along 
with staff and members of AHS selected photos, researched the history of Amherst and put together a book on the 
history of Amherst.  The book will be published in about five months and will make a wonderful gift for anyone who 
has a passion for the city of Amherst.   

Watch for information in future Grindstone for information on "Images of America - Amherst". 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca 
Wisniewski  

Independent Senior Sales 
Amherst Manor  

Retirement Community  
175 North Lake Street  
Amherst, Ohio 44001  

(440) 988-4415 

School Bells in the Village 
 

Each day during the third week of October the village is filled 
with Amherst third grade students stepping back in time to visit 
a 1890ôs school room complete with primitive desks, McGuffey 
readers, soapstone markers, cloth erasers and slate desk tab-
lets.  As they make their way to their desk a period dressed 
school ñmarmò introduces them to times, events, and disci-
plines of an 1890 classroom. They learn that  in the 1800ôs  
students sat up straight, stood when responding to a sentence 
and responded using complete sentences. Afterwards using 
their slate tablet, they calculate their ñsumsò, print out spelling 
words and complete the session with a geography lesson iden-
tifying local and expanded areas. 
 
Following class they tour our 1870ôs Blacksmithôs shop with a 
Smitty demonstration, then visit our  fully restored 1840ôs home  

containing much of the original household utensils and furnishings complete with an authentic smokehouse and 
a three seat outhouse in the back.  The tour ends with the students visiting the Quigley Museum where they have 
actual hands on use of early memorabilia.  In 2008 approximately 300 students attended the program. 
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ART GALLERY and STUDIO 
At SANDSTONE VILLAGE 

767 Milan Ave  Amherst, Ohio 
 

Gallery 440-984-4442 

Bulk Landscaping Materials  

 

LorMet Credit Union  
 

2051 Cooper Foster 
Rd. 

 
Amherst, OH 44001  

 
òLocal Community Bank-

ing  at itõs best.ó 

              TIME TO BE THANKFUL  by Vivienne Bickley 
 

Since November contains one day of Thanks, we take the opportunity to thank all our docents 
who make our society and village what it is today. We need all of you and new volunteers to  
continue the good works. Try to see if you can encourage new people to become volunteers to 
help in our endeavors.  Recent retirees may prove to be a willing ñcatchò.  Be sure to emphasize 
the fun we have, as many people might think an historical society would be stodgy or boring. We know better, 
donôt we? Please call Viv at 988-4234 if you have any luck. 
 
A special thanks to Bob Pallante, Tim Branscum and Ted Litkovitz for their talented photography.  They can 
be seen at our events without fail and we all enjoy their pictures in our semi-monthly newsletters.   
Martha Pallante and Donna Rumpler also deserve our praises for the interesting ñGrindstonesò they produce.  
Our very first newsletter was written by Laura Mengel way before the days of computers.  
Thanks for starting it all, Laura. 
 
As is our usual practice, there will be no November general meeting because our date coincides with Thanks-
giving week. A member of my family had suggested for many years that our family reenact the first Thanksgiv-
ing by holding it outdoors as did the Pilgrims and Indians. We had to remind him that the first Thanksgivings 
were held in October at harvest time and we might even see snow on our modern dates...so weôll just be 
thankful weôre in our nice warm houses and enjoy a Happy Thanksgiving, one and all! 

Vivienne Bickley 

 
 

Thanksgiving Day  
 
Tôwas the night of Thanksgiving, but I just couldnôt sleep. I tried counting backwards, I tried counting sheep. 
The leftovers beckoned, the dark meat and white, but I fought the temptation with all of my might. Tossing and 
turning, with anticipation, the thought of a snack became infatuation.  
 
So I raced to the kitchen, flung open the door and gazed at the fridge full of goodies galore. I gobbled up  
turkey and buttered potatoes, pickles and carrots, beans and tomatoes.  I felt myself swelling, so plump and so 
round, ótil all of a sudden, I rose off the ground.  
 
I crashed through the ceiling, floating into the sky with a mouthful of pudding and a handful of pie. But I  
managed to yell as I soared past the trees ñHappy eating to all, pass the cranberries, please!ò 
 
May your stuffing be tasty.  May your turkey be plump. May your potatoes and gravy have nary a lump.  
May your yams be delicious, may your pies take the prize.  And may your Thanksgiving dinner.. 
                                                     Stay off of your thighs! 

       By C.J. Beaman 
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Settlers Day 
Dutch Oven Cook-Off 

On September 13, seven teams composed of residents 
from Amherst, Vermilion, Oberlin, Grafton, Bucyrus and 
Mount Sterling, Ohio gathered at the village to compete 
for First, Second and Third place trophies in the cate-
gories of Bread, Main Dishes, Desserts, Chiefôs Choice 
and Chefôs Challenge: Apples. The beautiful fall day 
held aromas of specialty dishes cooking in the outdoor 
Camp Dutch Ovens using fire and hot coals as the only 
heat source.                                  
 
 

 
The event sponsored by the Laurel Run Cooking School  

and DePalma Insurance and Financial Services hosted the following teams: 
 

The Laurel Run Pioneers   Duck Butter Bunch   Grass Run Chuckwagon 
Marcia DePalma, Kevin &   Tyler Frimel, Jaclyn Hale,  Jim & Jeannie Thompson 
Gaila Cogar of Amherst and  Larry Crockett, Nick Utrata  Tom & April Shroll from 
Vermilion.     Of Amherst    Bucyrus 
 
Lockhart Family of Epicureans  Liberty Belles    Bradford Run 
Eric, Tracy, Eliza, & Christy  Joe & Jennifer Arthur   Rob & Javonne Mullins  
Lockhart of Amherst   Linda sears from Grafton  from Mount Sterling, Oh 
 

Camden Cabin Cooks 
Bob & Maureen Mayer, Mike Laskey 

From Oberlin. 
 

 
 

Congratulations to the following trophy winners! 
     Bread         

      
   1st  Place : Laurel Run Pioneers for Pecan Sticky Buns 

         2nd Place : Bradford Creek for Rosemary Shallot Focaccia  
3rd Place : Camden Cabin Cooks for Don Hoe Cakes 

 
                Main Dish       Chefôs Challenge: Apples 
 
1st Place :   Grass Run Chuckwagon   1st Place :  Laurel Run Pioneers 
                    For Chicken Cordon Bleu,           For Old Fashioned Apple Crumb Pie 
2nd Place : Camden Cabin Cooks    2nd Place : Lockhart Family of Epicureans 
                    For Paniolo Stew            For Tarte Tarin 
3rd Place :  Lockhart Family of Epicureans  3rd Place : Bradford Creek 
  For Apple Cider Chicken          For Dutch Oven Chicken 
 
  
  Chefôs Choice      Dessert  
 
1st Place :  Duck Butter Bunch    1st Place : Laurel Run Pioneers 
                   For Cabbage Soup with                 Gingerbread w/ Caramelized Apples 
   Duck and Kielbasa     
2nd Place : Grass Run Chuck wagon   2nd Place : Grass Run Chuck wagon 
  For BLT Soup                         For Milk Chocolate Layer Cake 

 

L-R:  Jacyln Hale , Marcia DePalma  and 

Darlene Sigman Dr. Eric Lockhart 
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Quilt Show 

 
Among the Settlers Day events was a quilt display hosted by Ruth Haff and Diana Papp in the St. George Chapel.   

Fifteen unique and original entry quilts were draped over the chapel pews in competition for either a Blue, Red or White  

ribbon and a One Year Membership to the Amherst Historical Society. 

 

Winners were chosen by a ñPeopleôs Choiceò system whereas all visitors were given three tickets to vote for their three 

favorite quilts.  Ninety-four visitors cast votes for the following winners: 

 

  

 

 

Ruth and Diana boasted congratulations to all the entries saying each quilt was outstanding and original in its  theme.   

Well done to all the quilters! 

Ruth Haff and Diana Papp 

First Placeï Blue Ribbon went to Norma Knipper  

         of Elyria for her ñTranquility Quilt.ò 

 

  

  

 

Second Placeï Red Ribbon went to Debra Jackson  

              of Vermilion for her   

  ñEnd of Summer Quilt.ò 

 

 

  

 

Third Placeï White Ribbon went to Katie Vegh  

           of Amherst Marion L Steele High School  

           for her ñAmericana Quilt.ò  

 

 

History of Quilts 

 
Throughout history, people have enjoyed quilts for may different reasons.  Quilts can provide clues  

to the past as well as warmth, beauty, value, heritage and enjoyment from working with color, texture  

and pattern. 

 

Quilting can be traced back to ancient Egypt and China where three layers of fabrics (top, batting for 

warmth, and backing) were stitched together to keep the middle layer from slipping and clumping. 

 

Later in the Eleventh Century, quilting was used to hold together the layers of padding under armor. From then on quilting 

was a common form of needle work. 

 

In the Eighteenth Century, it was stylish for English women to wear quilted petticoats and underskirts and for men to wear 

quilted waist coats. Quilted bedding was also popular.  Quilts were first brought to the American colonies during this  

century. 

 

There are only written references of the first American quilts. These quilts were probably styled after English quilts.  The 

first American quilts were probably not patchwork or appliqué but whole cloths. Quilting in America became popular in the 

Nineteenth Century when distinctly American patchwork and appliqué designs were created. These quilts were produced for 

utility and pleasure and are the inspiration for todayôs quilters.  They are also an important part of American Folk Art.  From 

the 1940ôs to the 1970ôs, quilting was not a regular pastime for American. Since 1976, quilting has again become popular. 
         Quilterôs Complete Guide 
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Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress in 1846. 

 

Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1860. 

History Mystery  

John F. Kennedy was elected to Congress in 1946. 

 

John F. Kennedy was elected President in 1960. 

Both were particularly concerned with civil rights. 

Both wives lost their children while living in the White House. 

 

Both Presidents were shot on a Friday. 

Both Presidents were shot in the head. 

 

Lincolnôs secretary was named Kennedy. 

Kennedyôs secretary was named Lincoln. 

 

Both were assassinated by Southerners. 

Both were succeeded by Southerners named Johnson. 

 

Andrew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln, was born in 1808. 

Lyndon Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy, was born in 1908. 

 

John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated Lincoln, was born in 1839 

Lee Harvey Oswald, who assassinated Kennedy, was born in 1939. 

 

Both assassins were known by their three names. 

Both names are composed of fifteen letters. 

 

Lincoln was shot at the theater named ñFordò. 

Kennedy was shot in a car called ñLincoln made by Fordò. 

 

Lincoln was shot in a theater and his assassin ran and hid in a warehouse. 

Kennedy was shot from a warehouse and his assassin ran and hid in a theater. 

 

Booth and Oswald were assassinated before their trials. 

Classic Uttering's! 
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The Family of Henry Albert Plato & Elizabeth Eva Hildebrand 
 

Henry Albert Plato (1845-1916), son of John Plato (1815-1890) and Wilhelmina Bodmann (1825-1907) were 
early settler families of Amherst coming from Germany in 1856.  John and Wilhelmina had four sons and one 
daughter, Henry being the oldest of the children. 
 
Henry married Elizabeth Eva Hildebrand (1845-1908), the daughter of Bernhard Hildebrand (1815-1871) and 
Elizabeth Applemann (1823-1890).  Henry and Elizabeth were married in May 1867 in North Amherst and that is 
where they raised their six daughters and one son:  Matilda W. (1868-1937); Albert A. (1870-1939); Wilhelmina 
W. (1874-1967); Cecilia M. (1876-1959) Louise M. (1879-1972) and Florence E. (1882-unknow).    
 
The children were possessed of rare musical abilities and formed within their circle a talented band.  The band 
furnished the music in the Catholic Church in Amherst and were in demand at both public and private entertain-
ments. The son, Albert and the husbands of all the daughters, except one were in business in Amherst  

Genealogy Corner  by Orville Manes 

 

 Louise  Wilhelmena      Matilda  Aloysius Albert  Florence      Cecelia 

 Married  Married       Married  Married   Married       Married         

C.G. Aschenbach         George Menz    W. J. Bodman              Rose Ludwig              John Mahoney      Hugh Finnegan 

 

           Father   Mother 

     Henry A. Plato        Elizabeth Eva Hilderbrand Plato 


