
 

 

September/October 2009  

The Grindstone 
Coming Events 

 
Opening of Quigley and  

Amherst Sandstone Village 
May 3 to September 27, 2009        

Tours: 2:00 to 3:00  
Tours: 3:00 to 4:00  
$3.00 per person 

 
 

September 13, 2009  
Settlers' Day 

"Dutch Oven Cook-off"  
Presented by  

Marcia DePalma 
Amherst Village 
2:00 - 5:30 p.m. 

 

The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter 

 
 

September 23, 2009   
General Meeting 

"WWII & the Home 
Front" 

Presented by James 
Smith 

Grange/Schoolhouse  

7:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
October 28, 2009 
General Meeting 

ºSandstone Center of 
the World» 

Presented by Jim Hieb 
Grange/Schoolhouse 

7:30 p.m. 

 

 
36th Annual Old-Time Jamboree 

 
What a HUGE success was the 36th Annual Jamboree.  As Chairman I believe it 
was better than ever.  This was due to the hard work of a very cohesive and consci-
entious committee that gave 110% effort into  our festival.  I would like to thank 
Ruth Haff for the entertainment, Martha and Bob Pallante and Donna Rumpler for 
the AHS Booth and the baskets for the Chinese Raffle, John Dunn for the operation 
of the beer booth, Gerri Rice for organizing the parade, Terry Traster and Red 
Branscum for the festival grounds from setup to tear down and Diane Papp for  
making the baskets look so attractive and for helping me with the announcing.   
 
Most people only see the finished product and don't realize the amount of hard work 
that goes into putting on a festival of our size, especially when it is done by only a 
handful of people.  I do see all the work that is done behind the scenes and for that 
I want each and every committee member to know how much I value and appreci-
ate them for their countless hours of volunteer work.   
 
A BIG thanks also to all who volunteered in the AHS Booth and the Beer Booth, we 
could not have done it without you.  The AHS Booth was nothing short of FANTAS-
TIC.  The baskets were a huge hit and extremely profitable for the Society.  The en-
tertainment this year was the BEST ever and the huge crowds were evidence of 
that.  The festival ground set up was praised by many on how well it was planned 
and more conducive to handling the crowds.  I believe it was a wise decision by the 
committee to again run the Beer Booth.  The parade ran smoothly and had many 
entrants including some Fire Trucks from 9/11 Ground Zero. 
 
I would like to thank our sponsors - LorMet Community Credit Union, Lorain  
National Bank, Tuffy Auto Service Center, R. E. Rice Construction, Ziggy's Sports 
Bar, First Federal Savings & Loan, R. E. Perritt Construction, Junction Drive-Thru 
Beverage, Marilyn Jenne, LifeCare and WOBL/WDLW Radio. 
 
The final thing I would like to comment on is the "Amherst Super Star" singing  
contest.  Although we did not have as many applicants this year we were able to 
host the event on our own grounds with the help of Mother Nature.  The winner was 
Amanda Kennedy with runners up Amanda Wymer and Meriesa Robinson.  I would 
like to thank our judges:  Simone Gall, Pete Delmonico and Frank Janik.  Next year, 
with more advertising, I hope we will have more contestants.  Thank you to Church 
Street Bar & Grille for offering to be our back up venue in case of rain. 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed the Jamboree and I look forward to working with and see-
ing you all there next year. 
 
Kathy Litkovitz, Chairman 
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From the President  by John Diedrich. 

 
Here it is August and summer is on its way to Fall.  Where has the time gone?  You still have time 
to pay a visit to the Amherst Historical Society Village before the snow begins to fly.  We have 
made many improvements and are in the process of finishing  others.  Due to the economy everyone is watching 
their pennies so why not come visit us on a Sunday afternoon.  The cost is minimal and you can enjoy a peaceful 
afternoon while leaning a lot about Amherst History. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who volunteered to make our Jamboree a huge success and especially I would like to 
thank our sponsors without whose help we could not have provided you with all the wonderful entertainment.. 
Hope to see you at the Amherst Sandstone Village.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As the summer comes to an end our fieldwork is bearing most interesting fruit. Our field season has produced some 
interesting artifacts and features that have helped us to better interpret the lives of our areas native inhabitants. The 
site we are working on this summer is showing us that the natives who lived roughly 1,500 years ago had tool-
making materials and procedures that were very much unique to northern Ohio. We see a group of people influ-
enced by the Hopewell culture of southern Ohio and surrounding areas, living and possibly trading along the Huron 
River. Did these people interact with others not following these southern traditions? Or were there significant popu-
lations with which to interact at all? The Middle Woodland period (A.D. 100 ï A.D. 500) in northern Ohio is not well 
understood, and this is due in part to the lack of known sites in our area. Our analysis of this site will shed some 
light on these and other questions.  
 
Our lab work, processesing materials from this and other area sites will begin in the fall. We will be in the FARC 
laboratory at Sandstone Village on Sundays cleaning, numbering, cataloging and inventorying artifacts. If you want 
to join in with this exciting and important work please check our website www.firelandsarchaeology.org for lab dates 
and times. You can also email us through the website if you have any questions. We look forward to seeing you in 
the fall. 
 
Brian Scanlan, President 
Firelands Archaeological Research Center 

Rebecca 
Wisniewski  

Independent Senior Sales 
Amherst Manor  

Retirement Community  
175 North Lake Street  
Amherst, Ohio 44001  

(440) 988-4415 

http://www.firelandsarchaeology.org/
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ART GALLERY and STUDIO 
At SANDSTONE VILLAGE 

767 Milan Ave  Amherst, Ohio 
 

Gallery 440-984-4442 

Bulk Landscaping Materials  

 

LorMet Credit Union  
 

2051 Cooper Foster 
Rd. 

 
Amherst, OH 44001  

 
òLocal Community Bank-

ing  at itõs best.ó 

                        General Meeting Programs 
 
We hope youôll all make an effort to attend our September and October General Meetings this 
year.  The Amherst Historical Society Board of Directors has decided that, starting with the new 
year 2010, we will dispense with evening meetings due to lack of attendance and are consider-
ing the possibility of afternoon general meetings. Our annual Christmas Party will remain the 
same.  More information will be forthcoming. 
 

September 23, 2009 General Meeting 
7:30 p.m.  Amherst Sandstone Village Grange Hall/Schoolhouse 

 
James Smith of the Lorain County Historical Society is a well-known speaker in this area. He will present 
ñWorld War II and the Home Frontò. His topic is certain to attract those who lived during this era and their  
descendents who want to learn more about life in America during the 40ôs.  To further recall these times, 
please bring WW II memorabilia to share such as photos, clothes or souvenirs.  Invite friends and neighbors 
to come. There will be a short business meeting first and social time afterwards with refreshments. 
 

October 28, 2009 General Meeting 
7:30 p.m.  Amherst Sandstone Village Grange Hall/Schoolhouse 

 
Our final general meeting with a program will be your chance to meet local author, James Hieb. He brings his 
power point program entitled ñSandstone Center of the Worldò. Mr. Heibôs book on quarry life in Amherst, 
South Amherst and Lorain County carries that same title. It was inspired by his wife, Christaôs grandfather, 
Foyster Matlock, a former Cleveland Quarries worker and of special interest to him in his capacity as Special 
Projects Director for the Marble Institute of America, the leading trade association of the natural stone indus-
try. We especially want all of you who worked in or have close ties with the quarries to attend and share your 
experiences with us.  This will be our last monthly general meeting, so donôt miss it. 
 
Weôd like to thank Lilly Krebs for providing refreshments at all our previous meetings for many years. You  
 deserve to retire from at least one of your jobs, Lilly. 
 

One-Room Schoolhouse Program 
 

Our annual One-room School Program will be held again this year for our local third graders. Mr. Robert 
Jones of Powers School who has been our liaison for all the past sessions retired last spring.  He never 
missed a visit and said he never got tired of the program. We appreciate all his support in the past and wish 
him a happy retirement.  The tentative dates are the last two weeks in October. Please save time to be a do-
cent and await our call to be scheduled. 

Upcoming Article 
 

Look for an article about our Sandstone Village in ñOhio: An Explorers Guideò to be published in the spring of 
2011 by Countryman Press.  In July Viv Bickley took author Trudy Bush and her husband, Elliott, on a  tour to 
familiarize them with our village.  They were very impressed with the village and all we have to offer and we 
are sure her article will be very good advertising for our living museum. 

Vivienne Bickley 
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History of Amherst 
1850 - 1890 

Written by Miss Marion Steele. Taken from Amherst Ohio Sesquicentennial 1814 - 1964. 
 
On July 31,1875, the Amherst Free Press, the first newspaper, began operating. It was edited by F.M. 
Lewis.  The paper had six columns of events of local interest. At first the cost was a dollar and a half a year 
and later was changed to a dollar and a quarter. 
 
The first telephone were installed in 1878 - connecting the Amherst Free Press with the store of J.B.Parker.  
Soon after a telephone in the A.J. Wolcott store connected with one in his home. 
 

Now, let us consider the churches in this period. 
 

The group which founded the ñStone Churchò of Amherst was first known as the Salem Church of the  
Evangelical Association. It drew its first membership from the great number of German immigrants.  The 
group first built a frame church about two miles north of Amherst in 1848.  The congregation grew rapidly 
and the need was felt for a new church.  The congregation bought the land on South Main Street. They also 
bought a parsonage and an abandoned church in Brownhelm Township. This church was moved to Amherst 
in 1866.  In 1881, a stone church was built to replace the frame building. 
 
The old Salem congregation was the mother of the present Lorain, South Ridge, Brownhelm and Huron 
Congregations. It also awakened a camp meeting spirit which continues today. The first camp meeting was 
held in 1859 on the farm of Adam Hadenpflug in Brownhelm township.  Then for a few years it was held on 
the farm of John Berg in Black River Township. From 1863 to 1873 camp meetings were held on the 
George Dute farm north of Amherst; from 1874 to 1884 they were held on the farm of George Hoehle, two 
miles wrest of Huron, and since 1884 in Linwood Park. 
 
In 1854 the Baptist organized as a church group.  They met in various places - the Methodist Church and 
the old Town Hall. In 1856 they erected a building on Milan Avenue across from the Town Hall. This building 
still stands and has been made into a double house. 
 
The churches flourished in the latter part of the 19th Century. In 1856. a group of men met in the Temper-
ance Lodge Rooms. They organized a group called the German Evangelical St. Peterôs Congregational 
Church of North Amherst. They planned the purchase of land for a church building. The building was fin-
ished in 1857.  The first trustees were Adam Hageman, B. Hildebrand, Harry Young and John Schober.  
The first pastor was Rev. Mr. Laffler who was succeeded by Rev. Mr. Kammeron.  In 1883 Rev. W.A.  Wal-
ter became pastor of the church. Through his efforts it was decided to build a new church. His plans were 
carried out under his successor, Rev. F.M. Haefele.  The church was built and dedicated in 1892. During his 
pastorate of about six years the present bell was purchased. 
 
Lutherans began to worship here as early as 1859.  However, they first met formally in 1875 in the Baptist 
Church. The Methodist Church was sold in 1874 to the Lutheran Society and moved over to the corner of 
Franklin and West Streets.  A fire destroyed the building a short time later. The congregation immediately 
began work on a new church.  Rev. Louis Damemann was the first pastor. The trustees elected for 1875 
were L. Beesing, William Hintz and William Grugel, names familiar today. 
 
(Early period churches to continue é) 

REMINDER! SETTLERS DAY! 

 Our Second Big Dutch Oven Cookout! 

  Sunday September 13, 2009   

2:00 - 5:30  

Village Grounds 



 

 

Curatorôs Corner  by Ron Sauer 
 
Have you ever watched one of those "painting  shows" on PBS and thought that it sure looks 
easy, but there's no way I could ever paint like that. Well, in our own art gallery we have a 
man who can turn you into a portrait artist in just THREE DAYS!  
 
This article is a true story of how a genius is discovered. One day last year a stranger walked into the Art  
Gallery of our resident artist Neal Jenne and told of how he could paint a life-like portrait in just three days. 
This mysterious stranger went home and returned with his latest work. It was marvelous! Neal believed in his 
ability and allowed him to prove his amazing talent.  
 
Jerry Wolosyn, a 68 year old self taught artist. has developed a concept that for 6 hours a day, in three con-
secutive days, under his tutelage you will have painted a very fine finished portrait. Jerry worked morning and 
night for two years developing his concept to teach novices to paint an accurate portrait using a photograph, 
no matter how large or small.  
 
Mr. Wolosyn studied art history and drawing techniques of the old masters. Jerry has written and copyrighted 
a 48 page book explaining how to use  his step by step method for making an oil painting from a photo. His 
classes are small, up to four people, and very modestly priced.  
 
We here at the Sandstone Village have a very unique "working gallery". It's the only one in the state of Ohio. 
Why not make plans to come out to the art gallery and talk to Jerry Wolosyn and find the "the real artist" in 
yourself. Contact the gallery at (440) 984-4442 for more information. 

HAPPENINGS IN THE VILLAGE 

The kitchen of the Village Grange Hall  

received a well needed remodeling courtesy 

of The Nord Family Foundation.  A new  

linoleum floor has been laid, along with  new 

counter tops and a backsplash installed.   

Final project to include repainting of the  

cabinets and installation of new hardware.   

�2�X�U���³�6�D�Y�H���2�X�U���&�D�E�R�R�V�H�´���V�O�R�J�D�Q���L�V���Q�H�D�U�L�Q�J��
reality. The interior of the 1925 B&O car 

has been restored to its original decor and 

Terry  Traster  and Red Branscum are re-

placing the old  outer shell with tongue and 

groove siding. Entrance stairs have been 

built for easier accessibility.  

For easier foot travel through the  

village Rice Construction is laying a 

sidewalk which currently will  extend 

from Jefferson Street to the approach to 

the Octagonal Barn. Pending plans are 

to extend the walkway to include the 

entrance to both the Octagonal Barn  

and Pig Barn. 

 

 

 

As well Mother Nature has been busy in the  

Village most evident by the growth  of  heavy 

bunches of grapes on the vine and the  plum tree 

laden with ripe fruit. 
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