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“‘MARCH WINDS ANB APRXL SHOWERS »
BRINGS FORTH MAY FLOWERS

According to the Georgian calendar, March is the third month of the year ;‘u\t in the early
Roman calendar, it was the first month, called Martius. The ancient Romans later made
January 1 the beginning of the year, and March the third month on the calendar honoring
Mars, the Roman God of war.

Our winter ends with March, and with the ending comes Spring. Spring in the northern half
of the world begins with March 19, 20, or 21. It's the day when the sun is directly over the
equator. March can either feel wintry or springy, with as many blustery, windy days as
there are mild, sunny days.

There are no national holidays in March but there are many superstitions about March. We
often hear that “March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb” meaning that the first
day of March is often stormy, and the last day is mild and warm. Another saying is, “April
borrowed from March three days, and they were ill.” This refers to the first three days of
April, which are generally rough and blustery like March. A third saying calls the first three
days of March “blind days” because they are “unlucky.” If rain falls on these days, farmers
supposedly will have poor harvests.

The bloodstone and aquamarine are the birthstones for March and the violet is the flower
for the month.

April was the second month in an early Roman calendar, but became the fourth when the
ancient Romans started using January 1 as the first month. The Romans called the month
Aprilis meaning ‘to open.’

In April the small animals that hibernate come out of their burrows and birds fly back north.
In some parts of the world, it's planting time. In other parts, it's the harvest season.
Professional baseball begins in April, as does spring cleaning indoors and the clearing of
winter debris outdoors.

Special days celebrated in April begin with the first day of April called April Fools’ Day, or
All Fools’ Day when children and grown-ups play jokes on one another. It is unclear where
the custom began, but some historians believe it started in France. The French had a New
Year’s festival that was celebrated from March 25 to April 1 at which time they would ex-
change gifts. But, later, King James IV changed the holiday to January 1 for New Years.
Many of the French resisted the change and neoliths dubbed then as fools and played
pranks on them sending them on ‘fool’s errands’ or sending them fake invitations for parties
or tricking them in believing something false.

Diamond is the birthstone for April and daisy and sweet pea are the flowers of the month.

Source: World Book Millennium 2000




Curator’s Corner By Ron Sauer

Do you have the same problem that | do? You know — what to do on a weekend now
that football season is over. You could sit around eating popcorn and watching an “Andy
Griffith Marathon”. If you’re like me, watching TV in the winter is better than taking
sleeping pills! Why not hop in your nice warm SUV and take a Saturday afternoon drive
over to the Amherst Sandstone Village. Stop in at Neal Jenne’s Art Gallery to see all the
beautiful artwork he has for sale — all at such reasonable prices. Just to visit with Neal
and to converse for awhile is worth the drive. If the cold weather brings on the munchies”,
just drive over to the Jefferson 150 restaurant located just around the corner and enjoy a
fresh cooked meal prepared by Chef Shawn Grieves. With the high fuel prices you can have an afternoon to
remember and use less than one gallon of gas. This all sounds so good, | know where I'll be this weekend.

Who is this Man? By Ron Sauer

"] Most people only know him as “Blacksmith Bob” because whenever they see him he is

|| always hard at work hammering away at a “red hot” piece of metal in our Vermont style
&l blacksmith shop. For starters, his real name is Dr. Bob Stilgenbauer and his profession is
dentistry (would you trust your dentist if he had a hammer in one hand and a hot piece of
steel in the other?). Bob has a keen sense of humor and he’s always ready to answer
questions about blacksmithing.

| tional Church in Lorain where he sings in the choir and is active on many Church boards.

AL | He plays the organ and is known to have even restored some large theater organs. Bob
has many hobbies including model trains. As you can see, there is a lot going on that keeps Bob very busy. We
are just glad that he had fit us into his busy schedule to be our own ... “BLACKSMITH BOB”.

Blacksmith Shop

This replica of a Vermont blacksmith shop, which resides on our sandstone
village grounds, was constructed almost entirely of pre-Civil War maple wood
and Amherst sandstone.

Visitors to the village can view a piece of history as our talented blacksmiths
perform an ancient trade.

ART GALLERY ond STUDIO AT SANDSTONE VILLAGE
Len (A //{éjé
/\/a{/ﬂvzac’

Lorain National Bank
1175 Cleveland Ave.
Ambherst, OH 44001

“See Judy Butchko, Branch Manager
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767 Milan Avenue Gallery 440-984-4442
Ambherst, Ohio 44001 Home 440-988-9669
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From The President By John Dietrich

As we move further into 2008 we are setting our sight on several new projects to
make your society more interesting for you to visit.

We are meeting with the group that has purchased the Cleveland Quarries property
and discussing what they have in mind and hope that we can benefit from the project.
So far it seems very positive. We are working on plans with the Amherst Firemen to
build a museum to house their collection of fire memorabilia. We are anxious to have
this replica of the fire department that was located in the basement of Amherst City
Hall. Another project is in the first stages of negotiation and as soon as everything is in place it will be announced
in an upcoming Grindstone newsletter. Donita Abraham, member of our Board of Trustees, has volunteered to
chair the Membership Committee. She is working on a letter for membership renewal that will be mailed to you in
the very near future.

By the way, if you are tired of sitting there watching another rerun on the television why don’t you call me. | can
find a nice warm spot for you to paint a wagon, put some bolts in a piece of machinery or install some wood on a
large wagon we are redoing for a display. Or perhaps you have a talent for making costumes for the mannequins
we are having made for our museum displays. Share your talents and your time by volunteering at the historical
society. We have numerous small projects that we can put you to work on and utilize your many talents.

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Ohio Folklore

Johnny Appleseed was a hermit and a wanderer who was welcomed wherever he went in the
Ohio territory. Everyone loved him, in spite of his unkempt appearance. He always carried a
sack full of apple seeds to plant, and walked barefoot all year round. He knew the frontier
woods better than anyone. Even the Indians respected Johnny Appleseed for his courage.

When the War of 1812 began, many Indians allied themselves with the British, seeking to
revenge injustices done to their people by the settlers. They attacked up and down the Ohio
territory, but they left Johnny Appleseed alone. Taking advantage of his position, Johnny Appleseed became
the Paul Revere of the Ohio territory, warning settlers of danger.

On one occasion, Johnny Appleseed learned that a band of Indians had laid siege on the town of Mansfield,
Ohio. Johnny Appleseed ran twenty-six miles through the forest to Mt. Vernon to obtain help for the settlers. As
he ran, he tried to warn other settlers along the path of the danger by blowing on an old powder horn. Aid
reached the town within a day, and the settlers were spared, thanks to the bravery of Johnny Appleseed.

We are looking for embroiderers to finish some incomplete needlework at the Quigley
Museum for use in future displays. If interested, please call Viv Bickley at 988-4234.

LorMet Credit Union RIDDLE’S HARDWARE
Treuel/alue.

START RIGHT. START HERE.

Ship Your Packages Here Via UPS®
for your Convenience

2051 Cooper Foster Park Rd.

Amherst, Ohio 44001

“Local Community Banking at it’s best.”

263 S. Main Street, Amherst 988-2608
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Views on Aging

Do you realize that the only time in our lives when we like to get old is when we’re kids? If you're less than 10
years old, you’re so excited about aging that you think in fractions.

SNV “How old are you?” “I'm four and a half! *
gj\ / €7 You’re never thirty-six and a half. You're four and a half, going on five! That’s the key.

You get into your tee&s, now they can’t hold you back. You jump to the next number, or even a few ahead.
({{ﬁ' “‘How old are you?” “I'm gonna be 16!”
1 ) |
\\\\:Z You could be 13, but hey, you're gonna be 16!
And then the greatest day of your life...You become 21. Even the words sound like a ceremony. YOU BECOME
21. YESSSS!!!

But then you turn 30. Oooohh, what happened there? Makes you sound like bad milk! He TURNED; we had to

throw him out. There’s no fun now, you're just a sour-dumpling. What’'s wrong? What changed?
a7
=9
But wait!!! You MAKE it to 60. You didn’t think you would! So you BECAME 21, TURN 30, PUSH 40, REACH

50 and MAKE it to 60. You've built up so much speed that you HIT 70! After that it's a day-by-day thing; you HIT
Wednesday!

You BECAME 21, you TURN 30, then you're pushing 40. Whoa! Put on the brakes, it’s all slipping
away. Before you know it, you REACH 50 and your dreams are gone.

You get into your 80’s and every day is a complete cycle; you HIT lunch; you TURN 4:30; you REACH bedtime.
And it doesn't end there. Into the 90’s you start going backwards; ”| WAS JUST 92. “

, Then a strange thing happens. If you make it over 100, you become a kid again. “ I'm 100 and a half!

“‘May we all make it to a healthy 100 and a half!

How To Stay Young

1. Throw out nonessential numbers. This includes age, weight and height. Let the doctors worry about them.
That is why you pay “them.”

2. Keep only cheerful friends. The grouches pull you down.

3. Keep learning. Learn more about the computer, crafts, gardening, whatever. Never let the brain idle. “ An idle
mind is the devil’'s workshop.” And the devil's name is Alzheimer’s.

4. Enjoy the simple things.

5. Laugh often, long and loud. Laugh until you gasp for breath.

6. The tears happen. Endure, grieve, and move on. The only person, who is with us our entire life, is ourselves.
Be alive while you are alive.

7. Surround yourself with what you love, whether it's family, pets, keepsakes, music, plants, hobbies, whatever.
Your home is your refuge.

8. Cherish your health: If it is good, preserve it. If it is unstable, improve it. If it is beyond what you can improve,
get help.

9. Don't take guilt trips. Take a trip to the mall, even to the next county; to a foreign country but NOT to where
the guilt is.

10. Tell the people you love that you love them, at every opportunity.

And always remember: Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our
breath away.




2008
General Meeting Calendar

This insert contains information of all the 2008 General Meetings and can be removed and
attached to your calendar as an easy reminder of the up coming social programs.

General Meeting
Wednesday March 26, 2008
Grange Hall /Schoolhouse
7:30 p.m.

“When Kids Played Like Kids”
By Mr. Glen Bernhardt of Berlin Heights .

Mr. Bernhardt and his wife own the
“Blue Marble” shop in Berlin Heights where they sell
“Memories to Baby Boomers.”

Bring an old toy to show, ones without batteries
preferred.

General Meeting
Wednesday April 23, 2008
Grange Hall /Schoolhouse
7:30 p.m.

“Voices of the Tribe”
By John Mercer

Mr. Mercer will relate inside stories you’ve never
heard regarding Cleveland Indian announcers from
1920’s to 1990’s. Included are Herb Score, Pinky
Hunter, Tom Manning and Tom Hamilton.

Bring any baseball memorabilia to share.

General Meeting
Wednesday May 28, 2008
Grange Hall /Schoolhouse
7:30 p.m.

“Their Quarry Stories”

Actual memories of people who worked in the local
quarries and family or friends who heard the stories.

An inside look at our oral history program.

Bring any quarry memorabilia you care to share.

General Meeting
Wednesday September 24, 2008
Grange Hall /Schoolhouse
7:30 p.m.

“The Wade Chapel- A Tiffany Treasure in
Lakeview Cemetery”
By Katie Karrick

This program takes us on a visit inside just one of
the sites of the cemetery that is so admired by
historians. If you haven't already visited Lakeview
Cemetery you will want to after this program.

Bring any stained glass items you care to show.

General Meeting
Wednesday October 22, 2008
Grange Hall /Schoolhouse
7:30 p.m.

“Player Pianos”

Bill Cutcher, one of our well-known members and blacksmith, will present a power point program.
Many of you may recall sitting at the player piano, pumping away and singing to it's honky-tonk
sound. Bring any old sheet music to show.




2008
Schedule of Events

Condensed list of up coming Amherst Historical Society events. The Grindstone will provide additional
detailed Information prior to each dated event.

Saturday April 12, 2008 Volunteer Luncheon Grange Hall /Schoolhouse
12:00 noon
May 4 to September 28, 2008 Opening of Quigley Museum & Amherst Sandstone Village
Sundays Only
Tour Times: 2:00 & 3:00 p.m.
July 11,12,&13, 2008 35th Old-Time Jamboree Ambherst Downtown Parking Lot
August 17,2008 Indian Artifact Show & Sale Amherst Sandstone Village

Sunday
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Sponsored by the Sandusky Bay Chapter of the
Ohio Archaeological Society

October 6 to 17, 2008

One-Room School Program Quigley Museum &
Amherst Sandstone Village

December 7, 2008 Christmas in the Village Grange Hall /Schoolhouse
2:00 to 5:00 p.m.
December 17, 2008 Historical Society Christmas Party Grange Hall /Schoolhouse

Additional events are being planned and once confirmed will be announced in upcoming Grindstones issues as
well as in the local newspaper publications. Watch for a date and time to be announced sometime this fall for a
civil war reenactment to be held on the village grounds,

It's In The Mail!

By now you should have received your membership renewal letter, if not, it will be
arriving soon. In past letters, an area was provided for members to identify their
various points of interest. In this year’s letter, you will be requested to identify
particular areas in which you would be interested in volunteering.

Once all members are polled, a meeting will be arranged to include all those inter-
ested in similar areas. Perhaps you have a friend with the same interest in volunteer-
ing as you, if so, they will be more than welcome to attend the meeting.

The society is growing and with your interest it can achieve its many goals!




The Early Years

We continue with our series of Amherst's early times. The ongoing articles are being taken verbatim fraovira baoklet edite
Powers, Miss Marion Steele, Mrs. Wilmah Egeland and Mrs. Burtodddmanettithddo Sesquicentenniall 2844

Josiah Harris, fApatriarch and pioneerd has beeger named
identified with the growth and improvement of the village than was he. He was born in Becket, BerkshiresCounty, Masse
November 30, 1783. he was raised a farmer, among the rock bound hills of that region. He improved so widkdiedimite
an education, that he became a successful teacher of district schools. This, and an inherent urge to prédsreter anwa
long life of usefulness as a leader of men in a growing community.

Soon after Mr . Harrisbdébs arrival the little seHatil snent
associates from back east followed him to Ohio. Other men with pioneering spirits, took up neighboring grantsdram the (
Company and settled aroundéatmat s t west, north and south of the Har

amid the quiet of the forest, and man pushed through, each to meet the other at the boundaries of his dbanain, thus to e:
connection that would knit the scattered families closer in the sanctity of communal bonds.

Josiah Harris must have been a happy man because he was a busy man, devoting much of his time to chereful labor fol
wonders how he accomplished so much. He began helping his fellowmen by opening a log tavern the year lyeTdrisved v
tavern served as the Harris home, the post office and the office of the Justice of the Peace, a positiortddiwhghlhandas €
held for 36 consecutive years. He was the first sheriff of Lorain County. In 1829 he was appointed associaiaRie#se of tl
Court of Lorain County and served seven years. The only qualification needed for the position of associatggyugm at th
common sense and good moral standing in the community. Despite his lack of legal training, Mr. Harris wigeaofvibrehy re
people and a useful assistant to the president judge.

A while later, Judge Harris, as he came to be known, represented Cuyahoga County in the House of the Gendhal Asse
condition of the roads and means of travel were so bad at that time that Judge Harris rode his horse to Qdhens)us)dvinte
returned to his home in the spring the same way. He represented Lorain and Medina Counties in the houseawo ter
elected to the State Senate. Although a member of the majority party in the Legislature, he successfultybyasiatquhthe att
to repeal the charter of Oberlin College, then unpopular with many because of its abolition tendencies.

For fortyone years Judge Harris was postmaster in Black River, as the Amherst Post Office was then knowntedHbywas f
Postmaster General Return J. Meigs of the Monroe Administration, and held that office under all adminishsititaagto the
except when as a member of the Legislature his resignation was necessary under the old-aeppsiitthiemt Miasenatie

the solicitation of people interested in the office, not by his own application.

Judge Harris was agent for a company of eastern landowners, helping newcomers to good locations on favasabtb term
the help of Judge Harris that many of the fine German immigrants, whose descendants have long been valued member:
community, were brought to Amherst. Everywhere Josiah Harris was regarded as the judge, tidearehcioepiice digje

fail even one among them who trusted him and came to his home seeking knowledge, comfort or advice. His Bitwds of w
citizens who came to him for advice, often prevented the aftermath of bitterness and expense that a lawsuit always occe

Mr. Harris was twice married. His first wife was Charity Messenger, born in Becket Massachusetts and by vehard he h
one daughter. His second wife was Anna G. Moore, born in Thedford, Vermont. To this union was born two daught
Parker, who resided on Park Avenue for many years, was the daughter of Milo Harris, son of Charity and Jutbsigfand t
Carol Parker Able and Betty Parker Simpson.
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AR Daylight Saving Time: “Spring Forward. Fall Back. g

Every spring we move our clocks one hour ahead and “lose” an hour during the night and each fall we move our
clocks back one hour and “gain” an extra hour. The phrase “Spring forward, fall back” helps people remember how
Daylight Saving Time affects their clocks. But Daylight Saving Time (and not Daylight Savings Time with an “s”)
wasn’t just created to confuse our schedules. The change to Daylight Saving Time allows us to use less energy in
lighting our homes by taking advantage of the longer and later daylight hours.

The idea of daylight saving was first conceived by Benjamin Franklin during his time as an American envoy to France
in 1784. Franklin, author of the proverb “ Early to bed, and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise, “
published a letter suggesting that Parisians economize on candles by rising earlier to use morning sunlight. Although
Mr. Franklin initially suggested time saving, it was a prominent English builder and outdoorsman, William Willett who
officially implemented it in1905. During one of his pre-breakfast horseback rides, he observed with dismay how many
Londoners slept through the best part of a summer day and as an avid golfer, he also disliked cutting short his round
at dusk. His solution was to advance the clock during the summer months, a proposal he published two years later.
He lobbied unsuccessfully for the proposal until his death in 1915. In1916 Britain passed the time saving act.

Daylight Saving Time was instituted in the United States during World War | to save energy for war production by
taking advantage of the later hours of daylight. ‘An Act to preserve daylight and provide standard time for the United
St a twassedacted on March 19, 1918. After the war ended, the law proved so unpopular that it was repealed in
1919 with a Congressional override of President Wilson’s veto. Saving Time became a local option, and was contin-
ued in a few states.

In WW II during President Franklin Roosevelt's term the federal government again required the states to observe the
time change. Between the wars and after World War |l, states and communities chose whether or not to observe
Daylight Saving Time. In 1966, Congress passed the Uniform Time Act which standardized the length of Daylight
Saving Time.

On August 8, 2005, President George W. Bush signed the Energy Policy Act of 2005. This Act revised the time
change dates for the United States stating that In 2007 Daylight Saving Time would begin on the second Sunday in
March and end the first Sunday in November. It was determined that the Secretary of Energy would report the im-
pact of this change to Congress. Congress retains the right to resume the 2005 Daylight Saving Time schedule once
the Department of Energy study is complete.

Today, approximately 70 countries utilize Daylight Saving Time in at least a portion of the country. Japan, India and
China are the only major industrialized countries that do not observe some form of daylight saving.

Source: Internet: Daylight Saving Time: Wikipedia. Web Exhibits
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Genealogy Corner No. 18 By Orville Manes

EARLY AARNDTO DOCTORS OF AMHERS
Dr. Rev Johann Ludwig Arndt,
Dr. Anna Katherine (Grau) Arndt,

Johann Ludwig Arndt, a native of New Dresden, Prussia, where he was imprisoned in 1848
for republican tendencies, which led him to take part in a revolution. He was imprisoned in 1848 in the same
Bastile in which Frederick the Great was incarcerated by his father for deserting the German army.

The elder Arndt was released after five years and ordered out of the country. He located in Hartford,
Connecticut, where he taught the art of piano playing until he had mastered sufficient English to essay the
practice of Medicine, in which profession he had qualified in Germany. His first practice was in New York.

He was first married in Germany where two sons were born — Dr. Hugo Arndt and Max Arndt. His first wife died
in Germany. He married his second wife, Anna Katherine Grau, February 2, 1857 in Newark, New Jersey.
They moved to Cleveland, Ohio in 1856, residing there until 1859, when the family moved to North Amherst.
Mrs. Arndt studied medicine for a year while in Cleveland. After her husband’s
death in 1867, she returned to Cleveland, completing the course and practiced in
North Amherst until 1887.

The Arndt’s lived at 176 Beaver Court, Amherst, Ohio and their office was located
on South Main Street.

Children of Johann Ludwig and Anna Katherine

John Joseph Arndt — December 2, 1857— Died before 1925.
Married: Martha Anne Schmink of Brownhelm

Anton Philip Arndt — April 20, 1859 — Died before 1925

Henry Frances Arndt — December 4, 1860 — January 16, 1915.
Married: Ella Mae Baker of Pennsylvania

: Louise Arndt — January 4, 1863 — 1894

George Dute Arndt — March 5, 1865 — 1947.
Married: Ada May Pearl of Berlin Heights, Ohio
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Amberst Town Hall, built in 1884, shown in 1904 before the road was
paved. Town Hall is still in use today, and has been able to retain its
original historic elegance.
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Permit No. 4

The new town hall, for which the cornerstone was laid in
1884 on the “common,” perhaps signified the real end
of the pioneer era in North Amherst. Surrounded by a
freshly painted white picket fence, the sandstone build-
ing and its surrounding lawn focused attention on North
Amherst’'s maturation as a community. The building
housed village and township offices, meeting rooms,
police and fire departments, and an auditorium. It was a
substantial structure, built of Amherst sandstone.

By the mid-nineties, North Amherst was poised to con-
nect easily to Cleveland, Columbus, and other metro-
politan areas via the Cleveland, Columbus and South-
western Railroad interurban line. By 1896, there was a
quick and affordable way to travel to Lorain and Elyria
as well as the more distant cities. A few years later, in
1900, the Green Line Street Car linked North Amherst
and surrounding county communities, traveling along
Cleveland Avenue to opposite the town square.

Source: Lora Mittendorf. “Amherst Our Town” Amherst Historical Society
files, 1960

Shannon Kaiser Jewel, ed. Amherst Reflections. Amherst, Ohio:

The Amherst Business & professional Women'’s Club, 1976



