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WINTER INTO spring  
åMarch winds and april showers 

 Brings FORTH may flowers!æ 
According to the Georgian calendar, March is the third month of the year but in the early 
Roman calendar, it was the first month, called Martius. The ancient Romans later made 
January 1 the beginning of the year, and March the third month on the calendar honoring 
Mars, the Roman God of war. 
 
Our winter ends with March, and with the ending comes Spring. Spring in the northern half 
of the world begins with March 19, 20, or 21. Itôs the day when the sun is directly over the 
equator. March can either feel wintry or springy, with as many blustery, windy days as 
there are mild, sunny days. 
 
There are no national holidays in March but there are many superstitions about March. We 
often hear that ñMarch comes in like a lion and goes out like a lambò meaning that the first 
day of March is often stormy, and the last day is mild and warm. Another saying is, ñApril 
borrowed from March three days, and they were ill.ò This refers to the first three days of 
April, which are generally rough and blustery like March. A third saying calls the first three 
days of March ñblind daysò because they are ñunlucky.ò If rain falls on these days, farmers 
supposedly will have poor harvests. 
 
The bloodstone and aquamarine are the birthstones for March and the violet is the flower 
for the month. 
 
April was the second month in an early Roman calendar, but became the fourth when the  
ancient Romans started using January 1 as the first month. The Romans called the month 
Aprilis meaning óto open.ô 
 
In April the small animals that hibernate come out of their burrows and birds fly back north. 
In some parts of the world, itôs planting time. In other parts, itôs the harvest season. 
Professional baseball begins in April, as does spring cleaning indoors and the clearing of 
winter debris outdoors. 
 
Special days celebrated in April begin with the first day of April called April Foolsô Day, or 
All Foolsô Day when children and grown-ups play jokes on one another. It is unclear where 
the custom began, but some historians believe it started in France. The French had a New 
Yearôs festival that was celebrated from March 25 to April 1 at which time they would ex-
change gifts. But, later, King James IV changed the holiday to January 1 for New Years. 
Many of the French resisted the change and neoliths dubbed then as fools and played 
pranks on them sending them on ófoolôs errandsô or sending them fake invitations for parties 
or tricking them in believing something false. 
 
Diamond is the birthstone for April and daisy and sweet pea are the flowers of the month. 
 
Source: World Book Millennium 2000 



 

 

    Curatorôs Corner    By Ron Sauer 

Do you have the same problem that I do?  You know ï what to do on a weekend now 

that football season is over.  You could sit around eating popcorn and watching an ñAndy 

Griffith Marathonò.  If youôre like me, watching TV in the winter is better than taking  

sleeping pills!  Why not hop in your nice warm SUV and take a Saturday afternoon drive 

over to the Amherst Sandstone Village.  Stop in at Neal Jenneôs Art Gallery to see all the 

beautiful artwork he has for sale ï all at such reasonable prices.  Just to visit with Neal 

and to converse for awhile is worth the drive. If the cold weather brings on the munchiesò, 

just drive over to the Jefferson 150 restaurant located just around the corner and enjoy a 

fresh cooked meal prepared by Chef Shawn Grieves.  With the high fuel prices you can have an afternoon to  

remember and use less than one gallon of gas.  This all sounds so good, I know where Iôll be this weekend. 
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Lorain National Bank  
1175 Cleveland Ave.  
Amherst, OH 44001  

 
òSee Judy Butchko, Branch Manager 

For all your financial needs.ó 

    Who is this Man?     By Ron Sauer 
 
Most people only know him as ñBlacksmith Bobò because whenever they see him he is  

always hard at work hammering away at a ñred hotò piece of metal in our Vermont style 

blacksmith shop.  For starters, his real name is Dr. Bob Stilgenbauer and his profession is 

dentistry (would you trust your dentist if he had a hammer in one hand and a hot piece of 

steel in the other?).  Bob has a keen sense of humor and heôs always ready to answer 

questions about blacksmithing.   

 

Here are a few little known facts about our good friend ï he attends the First Congrega-

tional Church in Lorain where he sings in the choir and is active on many Church boards.  

He plays the organ and is known to have even restored some large theater organs.  Bob 

has many hobbies including model trains.  As you can see, there is a lot going on that keeps Bob very busy.  We 

are just glad that he had fit us into his busy schedule to be our own éñBLACKSMITH BOBò. 

Blacksmith Shop 
 
This replica of a Vermont blacksmith shop, which resides on our sandstone 
village grounds, was constructed almost entirely of pre-Civil War maple wood 
and Amherst sandstone. 
 
Visitors to the village can view a piece of history as our talented blacksmiths 
perform an ancient trade. 



 

 
From The President  By John Dietrich 

 
 

As we move further into 2008 we are setting our sight on several new projects to 
make your society more interesting for you to visit. 

 
We are meeting with the group that has purchased the Cleveland Quarries property 
and discussing what they have in mind and hope that we can benefit from the project. 
So far it seems very positive.  We are working on plans with the Amherst Firemen  to 
build a museum to house their collection of fire memorabilia.  We are anxious to have 
this replica of the fire department that was located in the basement of Amherst City 
Hall. Another project is in the first stages of negotiation and as soon as everything is in place it will be announced 
in an upcoming Grindstone newsletter.  Donita Abraham, member of our Board of Trustees, has volunteered to 
chair the Membership Committee.  She is working on a letter for membership renewal that will be mailed to you in 
the very near future.   
 
By the way, if you are tired of sitting there watching another rerun on the television why donôt you call me.  I can 
find a nice warm spot for you to paint a wagon, put some bolts in a piece of machinery or install some wood on a 
large wagon we are redoing for a display.  Or perhaps you have a talent for making costumes for the mannequins 
we are having made for our museum displays.   Share your talents and your time by volunteering at the historical 
society. We have numerous small projects that we can put you to work on and utilize your many talents. 

 
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

3 

 RIDDLEõS HARDWARE 

 
 

Ship Your Packages Here Via UPS ®  
for your Convenience  

 
263 S. Main Street, Amherst       988-2608  

LorMet Credit Union  
 

2051 Cooper Foster Park Rd.  
 

Amherst, Ohio 44001  
 

òLocal Community Banking at  itõs best.ó 

Ohio Folklore 

Johnny Appleseed was a hermit and a wanderer who was welcomed wherever he went in the 
Ohio territory. Everyone loved him, in spite of his unkempt appearance. He always carried a 
sack full of apple seeds to plant, and walked barefoot all year round. He knew the frontier 
woods better than anyone. Even the Indians respected Johnny Appleseed for his courage.  

When the War of 1812 began, many Indians allied themselves with the British, seeking to  
revenge injustices done to their people by the settlers. They attacked up and down the Ohio  
territory, but they left Johnny Appleseed alone. Taking advantage of his position, Johnny Appleseed became 
the Paul Revere of the Ohio territory, warning settlers of danger. 

On one occasion, Johnny Appleseed learned that a band of Indians had laid siege on the town of Mansfield, 
Ohio. Johnny Appleseed ran twenty-six miles through the forest to Mt. Vernon to obtain help for the settlers. As 
he ran, he tried to warn other settlers along the path of the danger by blowing on an old powder horn. Aid 
reached the town within a day, and the settlers were spared, thanks to the bravery of Johnny Appleseed. 

We are looking for embroiderers to finish some incomplete needlework at the Quigley  
Museum for use in future displays. If interested, please call Viv Bickley at 988 -4234. 

http://www.truevalue.com/content/home/default.aspx

