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The Grindstone 

 
The Amherst Board of 

Directors and Staff 
wishes one and all a 
very happy New Year 

filled with hope,  
prosperity and peace 

and to recall the 
words of Ann Landers 
in a new yearôs  

 columné.. 
 

Let this coming year 
be better than all the 

others.  
Vow to do some of 
the things youôve  

always wanted to do 
but couldn't find the 

time.  
Call up a forgotten 
friend. Drop an old 

grudge and replace it 
with some pleasant 

memories.  
Vow not to make a 
promise you donôt 

think you can keep.  
 

Walk tall, and smile 
more. Youôll look ten 

years younger.  
 

Donôt be afraid to say, 
óI love youô.  

 
Say it again.  

They are the sweetest 
words in the world. 

The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR...WELCOME TWO THOUSAND NINE!  
 
But what was it like...say one hundred and one years agoé..in the year 1908. 

 
The average life expectancy was 47 years. 
 Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub. 
 Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone. There were 8,000 cars and only 
144 miles of paved roads. 
 The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph. 
 The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel Tower. 
 The average wage in 1908 was 22 cents per hour. 
 
The average worker made between $200 and $400 per year. 
A competent accountant could expect to earn $2000 per year, a dentist $2,500.   
per year, a veterinarian between $1,500 and $4,000 per year, and a mechanical 
engineer about $5,000 per year. 
More than 95 percent of all births took place at home. 
Ninety percent of all doctors had no college education. Instead they attended so 
called medical schools, many of which were condemned in the press and the  
government as substandard. 
Sugar cost 4 cents a pound, eggs 14 cents a dozen and coffee15 cents a pound. 
Five leading causes of death were: Pneumonia and Influenza, Tuberculosis,  
Diarrhea, Heart Disease and Stroke. 

 
The American flag had 45 stars. 
The population of Las Vegas, Nevada, was only 30. 
Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and ice tea hadnôt been invented yet. 
There was no Motherôs Day or Fatherôs Day. 
Two out of every ten adults couldnôt read or write. 
Only 6 percent of all Americans had graduated from high school. 
Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were all available over the counter at the local 
corner drugstores. Back then pharmacists said, ñHeroin clears the complexion, 
gives buoyancy to the mind, regulates the stomach and bowels, and is, in fact, a 
perfect guardian of health.ò 
Eighteen percent of households had at least one full-time servant or domestic 
help. 
Most women only washed their hair once a month and used Borax or egg yolks 
for shampoo. 

AND 
There were about 230 reported murders in the Entire U.S.A. 

 

TRY TO IMAGINE WHAT IT MAY BE LIKE IN ANOTHER 101 YEARS . 

 
Reference: im.live.com/Messenger 
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      From The President       By Ron Sauer                                             

 What's that old saying? "Beware of what you wish for!" I thought that by being  
president I could forever leave my mark by bringing new and exciting things to our  
Sandstone Village. I would lay awake night after night trying to come up with attractions 
that would bring scores of people to view "Lorain County's best kept secret," The Amherst 
Historical Society and Sandstone Museum Center."  

 Even though new buildings were built and the parking lot was expanded to hold 19 cars, I don't feel that 
we moved ahead very far very fast. I know that Rome wasn't built in one day, but I never dreamed that progress 
moved at such a slow pace. Now as 2008 fads into history, will 2009 bring more sleepless nights trying to come 
up with the right formula that will breathe life into this sleeping giant known as the Amherst Historical Society?  

 If I'm fortunate enough to be the president for one more year, I think that I will try to get more volunteers 
to lend a hand in the daily operations so that things can run smoothly and more efficient without incurring more 
strain on our finances. I had a wonderful surprise this past weekend when it looked as if we had only one person 
to put up the Christmas decorations in the Village, me! It sure was nice when Gary Knight called to tell me that 
he would lend a hand. Next Tom Roth came over to help Gary when I couldn't be there. Finally, Terry Traster 
joined Tom and Gary when his work at the NFF was finished. The three of them did a beautiful job in getting our 
Sandstone Village all decked out for the holiday season. I guess you could say that they were the answer to my 
prayers!  Thanks Guys!! May you all have a very Merry Christmas and a GREAT 2009! 

 

 

Firelands Archaeological Research Center 
 
 If you did not get to check out the Firelands Archaeological Research Center laboratory open house 
on October 11 at the Amherst Historical Society Sandstone Village, be sure to make it a point to check out the 
analyses that will be taking place in the coming days. Very few historical societies, let alone universities and 
museums, are conducting active archaeological research, and AHS has brought this rare and valuable work 
to Amherst. 
 Now would be the right time to give a brief explanation of our work. The Firelands Archaeological  
Research Center (FARC) conducts field and laboratory work in Anthropological Archaeology. So what is  
Anthropology? Anthropology is the study of Mankind. Archaeology specifically is a branch of Anthropology 
that studies past human cultures by the material remains they leave behind. This work is the only way we can 
understand what has happened in the past where there are no records. All of prehistory, and a good deal of 
history (after written records) is understood because of the work of archaeologists. This new lab gives you the 
opportunity to be a part of this important work. 
 The lab is nearing completion and, with the upcoming holiday season quickly approaching, will be  
prepared for weekend open houses. Inside, you will be met by current archaeological research on materials 
from sites in our region that represent what the prehistoric inhabitants of northern Ohio were doing hundreds 
of years ago. Current research includes work on prehistoric artifacts from the Taylor and Heckelman sites. 
These sites have yielded pottery, flint tools, and animal bone that Native Americans utilized as tools. To get 
involved or to keep up on the laboratoryôs work, you can go to www.firelandsarchaeology.org or check back in 
the coming newsletters for more information. We look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Brian Scanlan 
President FARC 

Thank you to the volunteers who decorated the interiors of the Grange/Schoolhouse,  
St. George Chapel and the Harris Dute House.  

 
The volunteers were: Ruth Haff, Shirley Young, Kathy Litkovitz, Kay Clark and Elaine Harlan.  

http://www.firelandsarchaeology.org/
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Our Founding Fathers...And The One Dollar Bill 
 
 

    On the rear of the one dollar bill, you will see two circles. Together they comprise the Great Seal of the  
    United States.  The first Continental Congress requested that Benjamin Franklin and a group of men come 
    up with a Seal. It took them four years to accomplish this task and another two years to get it approved. 

The left - hand circle is a Pyramid. Notice the face is lighted, and the western 
side is dark. We had not begun to explore the west or decided what we could 
do for Western Civilization. The Pyramid is uncapped, again signifying that 
we were not even close to being finished. Inside the capstone you have the 
all-seeing eye, an ancient symbol for divinity. It was Franklinôs belief that one 
man couldnôt do it alone, but a group of men, with the help of God, could do 
anything. The Latin above the Pyramid, ANNUIT COEPTIS, means, ó God 
has favored our undertaking.ô  The Latin below the Pyramid, NOVUS ORDO 
SECLORUM, means, ó a new order has begunô. 
At the base of the Pyramid is the Roman Numeral for 1776. (MDCCLXXVI). 

The right-hand circle is the Bald Eagle selected as a symbol of victory for 
two reasons: First, he is not afraid of a storm; he is strong, and he is 
smart enough to soar above it.  Secondly: he wears no material crown. 
We had just broken from the King of England. Also, notice the shield is 
unsupported. This country can now stand on itôs own.  At the top of that 
shield you have a white bar signifying congress, a unifying factor.  We 
were coming together as one nation. In the Eagleôs beak you will read,  
óE PLURIBUSUNUMô meaning, one from many. 
Above the Eagle, you have thirteen stars, representing the thirteen  
original colonies, and any clouds of misunderstanding rolling away. 
Again, we were coming together as one. 

Notice what the Eagle hold in his talons, an olive branch and arrows.  This country wants peace, but we 
will never be afraid to fight to preserve peace.  The Eagle always wants to face the olive branch, but in time 
of war, his gaze turns toward the arrows. 
Reference: www.qsi 

ART GALLERY and STUDIO 
At SANDSTONE VILLAGE 

767 Milan Ave  Amherst, Ohio 
 

Gallery 440-984-4442 
Home   440-988-9669 

 

LorMet Credit Union  
 

2051 Cooper Foster 
Rd. 

 
Amherst, OH 44001  

 
òLocal Community Banking 

at itõs best.ó 
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History of Amherst 
1850 - 1890 

Written by Miss Marion Steele.  Taken from Amherst Ohio Sesquicentennial 1814 - 1964 
 
North Amherst must have presented an interesting scene in those early days. Streets were unpaved. There 
were one story frame stores with drives up to the doors and long roofs extending over them.  There were 
many hitching posts and no sidewalks. A Mr. Beesing, father of the late Herman Beesing was, at one time, 
lamplighter of the town. The kerosene street lamps were filled every six days. Each evening when the lamps 
were lighted they were timed to burn until two or there oôclock in the morning, the device being the lightôs  
container which held just enough oil to burn until the specified time. There was also a moon schedule. When 
the moon was full two or three nights of the month, the lights were not lighted. 
 
Skating to Lake Erie was possible in those early days, when there was enough water in Beaver Creek  
extending from Milan Avenue to the Lake. 
 
There was a very active business district. To continue, from Armstrongôs Amherstôs Story: 
 
ñ In 1876, George Fuller had a flourishing grist mill. A miller and a millwright, he had a big business to see to. 
He was also an inventor, producing machine parts, that improved the work of milling. Sanford and Clark  
maintained a blacksmith shop, as indispensable as a garage is in the present day. There was  a drug store of  
Hamann and Seeley, the only one in town at that time. They had the reputation of having lower prices than 
found in the neighboring towns, even though they had a monopoly on the business. Plate Brothers kept a  
grocer and provision house, well stocked and up-to-date. Dr Hazel took care of the teeth of the town.  His 
wife, an experienced artist, had an Art Shop, where oil and watercolor work was done and materials sold. As 
well as the regular photograph work.  Lathrop and Walker conducted the hotel in that day under the name of 
the Henrie House. M. Jackson and John Baus served the community by supplying shoes and boots and all 
that pertains thereto. The bank was under the name of the Spitzer Brothers, who carried on a prosperous 
business, not only dealing in the routine work of a bank, but also carrying lines on insurance as well. ñ 
 
ñE.R. Huene succeeded Henry Hirsching in a general business as dealer in hats and caps, dry goods,  
groceries, wallpaper, boots and shoes and a multitude of other useful articles. His was the forerunner of  
modern department stores,ò 
 
E.E. Mussey had been established some seventeen years at the time of this survey of the business interests 
of the town. He was then the oldest merchant in the trade. He kept a store similar to Mr. Hueneôs and  
thoroughly well equipped.ò 
 
ñThe millinery interests of the town found a champion in Mrs. C.M. Fredericks. She also took care of the 
dressmaking demands of the town. Books and newspapers and stationery found a home with A.J. Wolcott. 
He did a flourishing business in school books, papers and the like in his store on Elyria Avenue.ò 
 
ñFey and Horn were the furniture dealers of the town and also the undertakers. For several years Mr. Horn 
had practically a monopoly of the undertaking business, having won the respect and confidence of the people 
of Amherst.  Many a home remembers his services in times past.ò 
 
ñ One of the businessmen of the seventies was H.C. Smith, jeweler. His store in those early days held many 
useful articles and also toys and notions which appealed to the children. Many things were combined with the 
jewelerôs trade that area not today.  This building today houses the Edwardsô Beauty Salon.  W.A. Smith,  
Superintendent of Schools today, is a grandson of H.C. Smith.ò 
 
ñJ.B. Parker, another dealer in boots and shoes, furnishing and notions, had a large business. Most of his 
goods were hand made.  In those days the machine-made goods were not as well known as they are today. 
Mrs. Wilmah Egeland is a granddaughter of Mr. Parkerôs. 
 
Next issue will continue with early businesses. 
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Christmas in the VillageÒ.The Magic of the Season! 

Santa Greeting Visitors of all Ages! Trains, Trains and More Trains! 

Delicate Vintage Dolls  Caroling in the Chapel 

Jacob, Emma, Sara & Ava Kelley Santa and Terri DeShon 
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 A Dickens of a Christmas in the Village  

Weôre so glad to have you here tonight.  Pour some wine and have yourself a bite.   
Hereôs to all who come to have a ball.  Itôs the Fezziwigôs annual Christmas ball! 

 
 
 
 
 

Tôwas a cold and wintry night as Mr. & Mrs. Fezziwig, their daughters and close friends greeted guests at the 
Village Grange Hall for the Fezziwigôs annual Christmas Ball.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The festivities included food, games, singing and dancing 
 

As Mr& Mrs Fezziwig: Elaine Breen & Glen Bernhardt 
As Esmaralda, Lilly Krebs  

As Veronica, Vivienne Bickley 

Caller, David & Dancer ,Dawn Kos,  
Fiddler, Tim Krugman 

As Hortensia, Dave Stacko 


