
 

 

January/February 2008  

The Grindstone 
Happy  

New Year!  
 

Auld Lang Syne 
 ä Times Gone Byå 

 

Should auld acquaintance be   
forgot and never brought to                  
     mind? 
Should auld acquaintance be 
forgot and days of auld lang   
    syne? 
For auld lang syne, my dear, 
for auld lang syne, 
Weçll take a cup of kindness 
yet, for auld lang syne. 
 
Should auld acquaintance be 
forgot and never brought to   
   mind? 
Should auld acquaintance be 
forgot and days of auld lang    
   syne? 
And hereçs a hand, my trusty 
friend, And gieçs a hand oç 
thine,  
Weçll takç a cup oç kindness 
yet,  For auld lang syne. 

The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter 

 

2008 new YearèS 
greetings  

                                     
 

The Historical Society Board of Trustless and staff wishes one and all a very 
Happy New Year filled with hope, prosperity and peace. Each new year is a time 
for us to connect with friends and family, make new resolutions, and reflect on 
the holiday. The New Yearçs holiday, which is the oldest of all holidays, dates 
back to ancient Babylon about 4000 years ago, and is one rich in history and  
tradition.  The most popular tradition, the New Year resolution, began with the 
early Babylonians and it was neither to quit smoking or lose weight but,  
interestingly, to return borrowed farm equipment.  The tradition of the baby new 
year originated in Greece around 600 BC. and was brought to early America by 
the Germans in the fourteenth century.  The myth associated with Baby New 
Year is that he is a baby at the beginning of his year, but quickly grows up until at 
the end of his year he is an elderly bearded man like Father Time. At this point, 
he hands over his duties to the next Baby New Year. 
 
Traditional luck is associated with the holiday. It was believed that oneçs luck 
throughout the approaching year was influenced by what activities were  
participated on first day of the year; therefore the custom to spend the first  
minutes of the new year with family and friends.  As well New Year foods were 
thought to bring luck. Many cultures believe that anything in the shape of a ring is 
good luck, because it symbolizes completing a yearçs cycle.  Black eye peas  
accompanied by either hog jowls or ham is considered lucky because it  
symbolizes prosperity. Cabbage leaves are also considered a sign of prosperity, 
being representative of paper currency, 
 
The most commonly song sung on New Yearçs eve, ä Auld Lang Syneå is an old 
Scottish song partially written by the poet Robert Burns in 1796.  It is often  
remarked that äAuld Lang Syneå is one of the most popular songs that nobody 
knows the lyrics to. Literally translated the song asks whether old friends and 
times will be forgotten and promises to remember people of the past with  
fondness.  But it was Guy Lombardo who popularized the song and turned it into 
a New Yearçs tradition.  He first heard it in his hometown of London, Ontario, 
where it was sung by Scottish immigrants. After that he played it every New 
Yearçs eve from the 1930çs until 1976 at the Waldorf Astoria.  The song became 
such a new yearçs tradition that äLife Magazine wrote that if Lombardo failed to 
play Auld Lang Syne, the American public would not believe that the new year 
had arrived.å 
 

Of all sound of all bells... most solemn and touching is the peal which rings out the Old 
Year.  ~Charles Lamb   

Coming Events  
 

General Meeting  
 March 26,2008  

School House/Grange Hall  
7:30 p.m.  

ñWhen Kids Played Like 

Happy Valentine½s Day 
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Who Are They? 
 

 

CURATORçS CORNER      By Ron Sauer 
 
Well, here we are filing away 2007 and jumping feet first into 2008.  Just think, we can start 
over with a clean slate and jot down all of those New Year Resolutions that we all intend to 
keep.  First, letçs look back at 2007 resolutions and see how we did.  
 
Number one on my resolution list was to lose ten pounds so that my pants wouldnçt be so  
tight.  Scratch number one!  I donçt know what happened, but somehow I GAINED five 
pounds.  So I just wear my jeans lower and buy larger, baggy shirts.  
 
I know youçre probably saying äWhat does this have to do with the Amherst Historical  
Society?å  Good question!  In 2007 I also made a resolution to try and make the Quigley 
Museum and the Sandstone Center displays so interesting that more people would want to 
come and see what the best kept secret is in Amherst.  Well folkçs, through the combined efforts of several wonderful people, 
my resolution has been fulfilled.  But this is only the beginning.  Wait until you see what strides we will make in 2008.  Içm so 
excited that I can hardly wait.  My resolution for 2008 is that YOU will be as excited about the upcoming year as I am.   
 

Pictured is our new sandstone picnic area which has been an on going pro-
ject since early 2006 and once surrounded with a privacy fence will be an 
informal private area to enjoy a light brunch or lunch.  
 
In the spring of 2008 Jefferson 150 will be offering box lunches for purchase. 
You and a few friends can have a quick lunch while enjoying a sunny day in 
the surroundings of our village. As well, the area will be available for small 
parties. 
 
Kudos to Terry Traser and Red Branscum who erected this  

setting using sandstone from our village grounds.  

CIVIL WAR DISPLAYS IN THE QUIGLEY MUSEUM  

This bayonet was dug up at a 
battlefield site by the late Don 
Breen. 

Rifle carried by Anton Stiwald during the 
Civil War.  Mr. Stiwald has stated that he 
was at the bedside when Abraham  
Lincoln died.  Mr. Stiwald served  
Amherst as Mayor for nineteen years.  

The crude pair of crutches were 
made from tree branches and 
used at Johnson Island Prison in 
the Sandusky Bay. 

Happy New Year !  

Items in the large frame  
were dug up at various  
battlefield sites by the  
late Don Breen.  

The year is 1971  
and this young man is 
celebrating his 28th 
birthday.   
Clue: you can see him 
daily tending flowers  
 in his shop. 

The year is 1941  
and this young lady 
is posing for her  
birthday picture.   
Clue: you can find her 
daily amid her pins and 
needles in her shop. 


