
 

 

January/February 2008  

The Grindstone 
Happy  

New Year!  
 

Auld Lang Syne 
 ä Times Gone Byå 

 

Should auld acquaintance be   
forgot and never brought to                  
     mind? 
Should auld acquaintance be 
forgot and days of auld lang   
    syne? 
For auld lang syne, my dear, 
for auld lang syne, 
Weçll take a cup of kindness 
yet, for auld lang syne. 
 
Should auld acquaintance be 
forgot and never brought to   
   mind? 
Should auld acquaintance be 
forgot and days of auld lang    
   syne? 
And hereçs a hand, my trusty 
friend, And gieçs a hand oç 
thine,  
Weçll takç a cup oç kindness 
yet,  For auld lang syne. 

The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter 

 

2008 new YearèS 
greetings  

                                     
 

The Historical Society Board of Trustless and staff wishes one and all a very 
Happy New Year filled with hope, prosperity and peace. Each new year is a time 
for us to connect with friends and family, make new resolutions, and reflect on 
the holiday. The New Yearçs holiday, which is the oldest of all holidays, dates 
back to ancient Babylon about 4000 years ago, and is one rich in history and  
tradition.  The most popular tradition, the New Year resolution, began with the 
early Babylonians and it was neither to quit smoking or lose weight but,  
interestingly, to return borrowed farm equipment.  The tradition of the baby new 
year originated in Greece around 600 BC. and was brought to early America by 
the Germans in the fourteenth century.  The myth associated with Baby New 
Year is that he is a baby at the beginning of his year, but quickly grows up until at 
the end of his year he is an elderly bearded man like Father Time. At this point, 
he hands over his duties to the next Baby New Year. 
 
Traditional luck is associated with the holiday. It was believed that oneçs luck 
throughout the approaching year was influenced by what activities were  
participated on first day of the year; therefore the custom to spend the first  
minutes of the new year with family and friends.  As well New Year foods were 
thought to bring luck. Many cultures believe that anything in the shape of a ring is 
good luck, because it symbolizes completing a yearçs cycle.  Black eye peas  
accompanied by either hog jowls or ham is considered lucky because it  
symbolizes prosperity. Cabbage leaves are also considered a sign of prosperity, 
being representative of paper currency, 
 
The most commonly song sung on New Yearçs eve, ä Auld Lang Syneå is an old 
Scottish song partially written by the poet Robert Burns in 1796.  It is often  
remarked that äAuld Lang Syneå is one of the most popular songs that nobody 
knows the lyrics to. Literally translated the song asks whether old friends and 
times will be forgotten and promises to remember people of the past with  
fondness.  But it was Guy Lombardo who popularized the song and turned it into 
a New Yearçs tradition.  He first heard it in his hometown of London, Ontario, 
where it was sung by Scottish immigrants. After that he played it every New 
Yearçs eve from the 1930çs until 1976 at the Waldorf Astoria.  The song became 
such a new yearçs tradition that äLife Magazine wrote that if Lombardo failed to 
play Auld Lang Syne, the American public would not believe that the new year 
had arrived.å 
 

Of all sound of all bells... most solemn and touching is the peal which rings out the Old 
Year.  ~Charles Lamb   

Coming Events  
 

General Meeting  
 March 26,2008  

School House/Grange Hall  
7:30 p.m.  

ñWhen Kids Played Like 

Happy Valentine½s Day 
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Who Are They? 
 

 

CURATORçS CORNER      By Ron Sauer 
 
Well, here we are filing away 2007 and jumping feet first into 2008.  Just think, we can start 
over with a clean slate and jot down all of those New Year Resolutions that we all intend to 
keep.  First, letçs look back at 2007 resolutions and see how we did.  
 
Number one on my resolution list was to lose ten pounds so that my pants wouldnçt be so  
tight.  Scratch number one!  I donçt know what happened, but somehow I GAINED five 
pounds.  So I just wear my jeans lower and buy larger, baggy shirts.  
 
I know youçre probably saying äWhat does this have to do with the Amherst Historical  
Society?å  Good question!  In 2007 I also made a resolution to try and make the Quigley 
Museum and the Sandstone Center displays so interesting that more people would want to 
come and see what the best kept secret is in Amherst.  Well folkçs, through the combined efforts of several wonderful people, 
my resolution has been fulfilled.  But this is only the beginning.  Wait until you see what strides we will make in 2008.  Içm so 
excited that I can hardly wait.  My resolution for 2008 is that YOU will be as excited about the upcoming year as I am.   
 

Pictured is our new sandstone picnic area which has been an on going pro-
ject since early 2006 and once surrounded with a privacy fence will be an 
informal private area to enjoy a light brunch or lunch.  
 
In the spring of 2008 Jefferson 150 will be offering box lunches for purchase. 
You and a few friends can have a quick lunch while enjoying a sunny day in 
the surroundings of our village. As well, the area will be available for small 
parties. 
 
Kudos to Terry Traser and Red Branscum who erected this  

setting using sandstone from our village grounds.  

CIVIL WAR DISPLAYS IN THE QUIGLEY MUSEUM  

This bayonet was dug up at a 
battlefield site by the late Don 
Breen. 

Rifle carried by Anton Stiwald during the 
Civil War.  Mr. Stiwald has stated that he 
was at the bedside when Abraham  
Lincoln died.  Mr. Stiwald served  
Amherst as Mayor for nineteen years.  

The crude pair of crutches were 
made from tree branches and 
used at Johnson Island Prison in 
the Sandusky Bay. 

Happy New Year !  

Items in the large frame  
were dug up at various  
battlefield sites by the  
late Don Breen.  

The year is 1971  
and this young man is 
celebrating his 28th 
birthday.   
Clue: you can see him 
daily tending flowers  
 in his shop. 

The year is 1941  
and this young lady 
is posing for her  
birthday picture.   
Clue: you can find her 
daily amid her pins and 
needles in her shop. 
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From The President  By John Dietrich 
 
The holidays have come and gone and we begin a New Year.  I hope that you and your 
family had a wonderful holiday season. 
Here it is 2008, we all will be another year older and if you are like me you will wonder 
where the time has gone.  We question if we have accomplished all that we have 
planned for ourselves, often the answer to that question is NO!  Here at the historical 
society we feel that we have accomplished quite a few things.  So here is a list of our 
2007 accomplishments: 

 

We are another year along on the Quarry Story project.  Our two adopted Youngstown University history professors, Dr. Donna 

DeBlasio and Dr. Martha Pallante, have been busy presenting the ñQuarry Storyò to various organizations.  The interest in the 

quarries has been outstanding. 

The liquor license for Jefferson 150 is in place.  Now you can have a glass of wine or a wine cocktail with the wonderful dinners 

that are being served at the restaurant.  Plans for 2008 including putting together some programs in conjunction with Jefferson 

150 that will further promote our Village. 

Have you seen the gasoline island at the Auto Garage?  Ron Sauer, Terry Traster and Red Branscum installed old gas pumps 

that add just the right touch. 

Dick Rice and his crew moved one of the roads that go through the Village.  This will allow us to add new buildings in the future. 

Sandstone picnic tables were assembled just to the south of the Art Gallery.  Plans call for a privacy fence to be installed that will 

separate the picnic area from the house on Jefferson Street. 

Bill Provident, artist/sculptor, moved his work studio into a newly renovated building located to the west of the Victorian Garden.  

Take a walk to the garden and follow the path under the sandstone arch that Terry Traster and Red Branscum constructed and 

you will see Bill working on his many projects. 

Stairs have been installed on the Caboose that will give you access to the interior of the Caboose and the display of the 1916 

Great Amherst Train Wreck put together by Ron Sauer.  On your next visit be sure to view this display and learn about the history 

of the train accident. 

What once was an unsightly ditch behind the Harris/Dute House created by the water being pumped from the spring under the 

basement has been transformed into a creek bed thanks to the efforts of Tom Roth.   

Terry Traster designed and with the help of Red Branscum installed a charming bridge to complete this picturesque addition to 

the grounds. Terry Traster, Red Branscum and Bud Meitzke laid the conduit wire and installed bases for our new street lighting 

and hopefully by the time you read this article the Village will be well illuminated. 

The bottom of the Octagonal Barn is being renovated that will give our curator, Ron Sauer additional room to put up more       

displays that will arouse our curiosity about our past. 

Dick Rice and his crew will move the sandstone cutting and motor equipment to the newly installed concrete slab.  We can then 

move forward to completion of that project. 

All of our volunteers put in a lot of hours to make the Sandstone Center a place that you can be proud to visit with your family and 
friends.  Everyone says that we are the best-kept secret in the City of Amherst.  Letôs not keep it a secret any longer ï help spread the 
word! 
 
Thank you for your support and volunteer hours worked in 2007 and we hope you will continue with the good work in 2008.  We have 
much more to accomplish! 
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   ä When Kids Played Like Kidså    by Vivienne Bickley    
 

Since  cold weather seemed to keep our members close to the fire, we have eliminated the 
January and February general meetings again this year.  Be sure to mark Wednesday March 26 
on your calendar. You wonçt want to miss this delightful program called äWhen Kids Played Like 
Kidså by Mr. Glen Bernhardt of Berlin Heights. He and his wife own a small shop there on Main 
Street called ä The Blue Marbleå, where he says they sell ämemories to baby boomers.å  Be there 
at 7:30 p.m., bring friends and äkidså of all ages.  After the program there will be refreshments 
and a social time.  Bring an old toy to show, ones without batteries, preferred. 
 

Sandstone Settlers 
 

Our Sandstone Settlers reinactors group were invited to attend performances of our high schoolçs äLittle Women 
of Orchard Hill.å  They mingled with the patrons before performances to give the atmosphere of Victorian times. 
 
We are in need of someone to portray Mrs. Calvin Harris, first owner of the Harris/Dute house. Ann Waite has 
given her notes to us after retiring from the group, so research wonçt be necessary.  Call Viv Bickley at 988-4234 
to say youçll be our new Lucinda Harris. 
 

One â Room School House Program Grows 
 

We have set a record last year (2007) having hosted a total of over 500 children, including our local Powers and 
St. Josephçs third graders, South Amherst fifth graders and Keystone, LaGrange first graders.  

2008 Amherst Historical Society Board of Trustees 
 

We are proud to introduce the members of the 2008 society board pictured below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From left to right: 
Martha Pallante, Ruth Haff, Ron Sauer, Bernie Wagner-Doane, Dr. Eric Stocker, Kent Sutton, John Dietrich, 
Donita Abraham, Jeffrey Skaggs, Kathy Litkovitz, Lilly Krebs, and Dick Rice. Not pictured:  W. Zack Dolyk 
 
We wish to acknowledge in appreciation our outgoing board members, Diana Taylor, Membership  
Chairperson and  Wendy Barrett, Coordinator, Jamboree Children's Games. 
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Christmas Party in the grange Christmas Party in the grange Christmas Party in the grange    

On Wednesday, December 19, 2007 the Grange/Schoolhouse was transformed into a festive holiday 
scene for the Historical Societyçs annual Christmas party.   We wish to thank Ruth Haff, her guests from 
Florida and Bernie Wagner-Doane for the delectable hors d'oeuvres and punch.  Thanks to Dick and Rose 
Currier of the Party Shop for the complementary wines.  Door prizes were donated by many of the artists 
who display their art work at The Art Gallery at Sandstone Center and members of the Societyçs Board of 
Trustees. Lively entertainment  was performed by The Unexpected Party including some unexpected  
information about the origin of many of the Christmas Carols they played.  

INTRODUCTION TO LINE DANCING AND BEGINNING LINE DANCE LESSONS 
 On Tuesday, January 22, 2008 at 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Grange Hall you can get an introduction to LINE  
DANCING learning the cha-cha, rock step, weave and pivot turns.  The cost is $5.00.   At this introduction session you can 
also register for an 8-week dance lesson class.  These classes will be held in February and March on Wednesday at the 
Grange Hall at 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.   Cost is $40 (to be paid by February 6, 2008).  For more information contact Dick or 
Carol Gray at 440-988-2632 â email:  d34gray@oh.rr.com  
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Christmas in the Village  
 
 The Christmas season was officially ushered in on Sunday December 2nd as adults and children alike filled the 
village grounds for the Historical Societyçs annual Christmas in the Village holiday festivity.  The dampened 
weather didnçt hinder the holiday spirited visitors who came to spend a traditional Christmas afternoon visiting the 
buildings, caroling in the chapel and meeting Santa, as well. 

Train display with Santa trains and a village setting. Train display with a city and country setting. 

Carols being sung in the Chapel Christmas wishes being whispered to Santa. 

The Garage The Greek Revival House. The Octagonal Barn 

Christmas past themes displayed in  


