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 Another year has come to an end and I hope you all enjoyed the past 
year as much as I have.  The Amherst Historical Society has come a long way 
during 2006 having had two fantastic festivals and the annual Old-Time 
Jamboree that was as successful as it has been for the last 33 years with great 
entertainment, wonderful fair food and a fabulous attendance. 
 
 Our restaurant is nearing completion so be sure to watch for 
announcement of itçs opening.  Plans are in the works to have a general store in 
the Amherst Sandstone Village.  Street lighting through out the grounds will be installed so that you can take 
a stroll in the Village during the evening hours.  A new äantiqueå gasoline island complete with pumps will be 
installed near our Auto Garage. Gas will be only 24 cents per gallon â too bad we donçt have any to sell! We 
are working on some exciting things for 2007 and we are sure you will be surprised when you take time to 
visit our Village. 
 

Regressing a little â if you missed our äChristmas in the Villageå with all of the Christmas lighting 
displays (thanks to Ken and Donna Breckenridge for donating the displays and to Tom Roth and his helpers 
who put them up) and our Christmas Dinner then you missed a treat.  Everyone who attended these events 
had a great time! 

 
I would like to thank everyone who has worked so hard to make 2006 such a successful year.  I hope 

all of you who attended any of our functions or took a leisurely stroll around our grounds appreciated all of 
the time and effort that goes into making our Society a premium place to visit and explore.  We are 
continually striving to make The Amherst Historical Village one of the finest exhibits around and something 
that you will be proud to tell your friends about.  Thanks again and we hope to see you and your friends at 
our 2007 events.  I hope that you had a great Christmas and that the New Year will be a healthy and happy 
one for everyone. 

 
AMONG THE HONORED DOZEN! 

 
Last month, at the 15th annual salute to projects that have  
improved the beauty of Lorain County, awards were presented by 
the Lorain County Heritage Inc., the sponsoring organization for 
the Lorain County Beautiful Program, and out of the 21 nominees 
in the New Building Award our Jenne Art Gallery was one of the 
twelve winners in the category. 
 
Marilyn Jenne and Neal Jenne were presented with a framed  
photograph of the Jenne Building.  It was truly an honor for Marilyn 
and Neal along with the Society to be one of the twelve winners 
of the New Building Award. 
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CURATORçS CORNER by Ron Sauer 
By Ron Sauer 

 
Well folks, the year 2006 is now a part of history and 2007 gives me a 
chance to prove to the non-believers that I deserve to be the curator of The 
Amherst Historical Society.  Içm sure you all remember the many 
äBLOCKBUSTERå projects I had on the agenda for 2006.  Well, get your 
erasers and change the ä6å to a ä7å.  Oh sure, youçve all heard my excuses.  
In 2006 you all know that Sue & I got married, put my house on Leavitt Road 
up for sale and moved into our lovely home on Idlewood Drive.  Somehow I just didnçt have much time to 
volunteer at the museum.  Maybe, just maybe I ran out of time!  Believe it or not, there will be many wonder-
ful things happening during 2007.  I know that our army of great volunteers will do these projects.  These 
wonderful men and women work so hard, mostly in total anonymity, to make sure that our displays are neat, 
clean and tell the story of Amherst the äSandstone Center of the Worldå.  So why not gather up your Grind-
stone newsletters from 2006 and come on over to the Quigley Museum and the Sandstone Museum Center 
in 2007 and see how many of my promised projects of 2006 you can find completed â FINALLY!  Just give 
me enough time to get things done!  Remember â Rome wasnçt built in a day.  Or was it! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS, WE WILL BE WORKING AT THE  

QUIGLEY MUSEUM EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING FROM 9:30 A.M. TO NOON.  WHY NOT JOIN 
OUR MERRY BAND STARTING ON JANUARY 24.  YOUR PRESENCE AND EXPERTISE COULD BE 
JUST WHAT WE NEED! 

 

WHO ARE WE ? 
 

Freshman Class 
 

  School:  Central 
   Year:      1937 

  
Class Officers: 

 
President: Richard Ott 

Vice-President: Robert Edwards 
Secretary-Treasurer: Lois Ehlert 

 
 
 
 

 
    
 
   Year: 1924 
   Age:   2 years old 
 Pictured above at age 17 with his classmates    
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Meet Our Vice -President  
 

Ruth Eldred Haff  
 
 Ruth was born in Lorain, Ohio on December 18, 1928.  She has a 
younger brother, John, who now resides in Avon, Ohio.  After the sixth grade, 
Ruth spent all of her free time helping her father at his office supply store  
located in Lorain.  In high school, Ruth was involved with the choirs and music 
lessons.  After a year in college Ruth married Ray Haff in 1948 and their plans 
were to help her father expand his business.  Mr. Eldred died ten months later 
and Mrs. Eldred sold the business.  Ruth and Ray had to find employment to 
support themselves.   
 
 In 1954 Ruth and Ray moved to Amherst to raise their family of four 
active, competitive children who all completed college and gave Ruth and Ray 
seven super grandchildren.  Ruthçs mother lived with them for many years 
passing away in 1995.  Originally Ray opened a real-estate office in Lorain and 
then moved it to Amherst in 1960. 

 
 Along with raising her four children, caring for her mother, working in Rayçs real-estate office and 
helping with her grandchildren, Ruth has always found time to be active in many organizations.  Currently 
Ruth is involved with Lakeland Womançs Club, Lorain Round Table, St. Peterçs United Church of Christ, 
SCOA, The Amherst Historical Society and her real passion â Duplicate Bridge.   
 
 Over eight years ago Ruth was appointed to the AHS Board of Trustees, was the President for four 
and a half years but had to resign due to Rayçs illness.  After Rayçs death, Ruth again joined the AHS Board 
of Trustees and now serves as Vice-President.  Ruth states that it has been her pleasure to work with  
everyone in the Society over the past years.  But everyone will agree that the Amherst Historic Society is 
the one who is happy to have Ruth on the Board of Trustees and for her many hours of volunteerism to the 
Society. 
 
 An aside- Much to Ruthçs surprise she discovered, while working in the Quigley Kitchen, one of the 
early Lorain Gas stoves and on the oven was a äLorain Regulatorå which her grandfather, Benjamin 
Meacham, invented. 

Historical Meal Time Quips 
 

In the old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle that always hung over the  fire. Every day 
they lit the fire and added things to the pot.  They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. 
They would eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and then start over 
the next day. Sometimes the kettle had food in it that had been there several days, hence the rhyme,  
ä peas porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot, nine days old.å 
 
Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special.  When visitors came over, they 
would hang up their bacon to show off.  It was a sign of wealth that a man could äbring home the bacon.å  
They would cut off a little to share with guests and they would all sit around and ächew the fat.å 
 
Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the  
middle, and the guests got the top, or äupper crust.å 
 

(whoever said history was boring?) 
 
Taken from Historical Sayings www.craterroad.com. 



4  

A Step Back in Time: 
Amherst Old Home Week 

125th Anniversary Celebration 
September 1939 

 
Our last issue featured  photos of the 1939 Old Home Week 125th Anniversary Parade.  The 1939 Amherst 
News Times article referred to the outstanding committee who for months were involved in the preparation  of 
the memorable celebration.  Pictured below are a few of the committee members. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Smythe, Norma Beesing Streiker, Marion Steele and 
August Nabakowski 

 John  Smythe,  Judge D.A. Cook and 
 Guy B. Findley 

Bob, Bert, Bill,  & Herbert Edwards Built the  
Information Booth On Town Hall Lawn 

 Ruth Barris Stauffer, Mary Edwards, Louise Meitzke & Jeanne 

 McGarvey Dressed for 1939 Home Coming Celebration 

 

 

Pictured right are George Frank ( Amherst 
News Times) , Hugh McGarvey and Beral  
Powers in front of the Information Booth on 
Town Hall lawn. 
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The Early Years 
 

Beginning this Grindstone and continuing on in each upcoming issue, weôd like to go back to the founding of 
Amherst, the pioneer years, so to speak.  The recent 2000 census reported a population of 11,797  
residents with an estimated increase  of 14,000 to 16,000 to date.  Early 1930 figures reported  a population 
of 2,836 with an increase to 3,542 in 1950 and 6,750 in 1960.  We felt that the influx of the new families 
may be interested in the early pioneer history and many of our established families may enjoy reading the 
historical memorabilia.  The initial articles will be taken verbatim from a booklet edited by Mrs. Fred Powers. 
Miss Marion Steele, Mrs. Wilmah Egeland and Mrs. Burton Jenne titled,  
Amherst, Ohio Sesquicentennial 1814-1964.   

History of Amherst 
1814  -  1850 

Mrs. Fred Powers 
 

 Rome was built upon seven hillsãAmherst Township upon three ridges, that running east and west 
and nearly parallel with Lake Erie are the last land marks, or rather the last water marks left by the retreat-
ing waters of a vast glacial lake.  They are the ancient beaches upon which Erieçs waves spent their force in 
ages last past.  Ages of which no man knows the beginning nor the end.  The natural drainage and the easy 
cultivation of the light, sandy soil made these ridges a very desirable location for the pioneer.  Along them 
ran the first wagon road and upon them the pioneers built their log cabins. 
 
 When the first settlements were made along the Atlantic Coast, no one had the faintest idea as to 
the extent of the lands to the westward.  So some of the land grants included in the charters of the  
companies then under formation were somewhat on the wild side, to  say the least.  To the original  
Connecticut Colony the Crown granted a piece of land about äseventy-five miles wide, extending from 
ocean to ocean.å  When in 1876 Connecticut turned over the bulk of her western lands to Congress, she  
äreservedå for herself, a fairly good sized strip in what is now northern Ohio.  This strip of land extended 120 
miles westward from the eastern boundary of Pennsylvania, and included the Firelands.  It lay between the 
southern shore of Lake Erie and a point just south of the present city of Youngstown, measuring about 50 
miles north and south.  This territory was known as Connecticutçs Western Reserve, or in Ohio, merely as 
the Western Reserve. 
 
 Following General Anthony Wayneçs defeat of the Indians in Ohio, and the signing with them of the 
Treaty of Greenville in 1795, Connecticut believed the time was ripe to push the sale and colonization of her 
western lands.  The purchase of this potentially valuable strip of land was negotiated by thirty-five men who 
were representing not only themselves, but other interested parties.  This group became known as the  
Connecticut Land Company. 
 
 The Company sent a surveying party into the Western Reserve in 1796.  The job was completed in 
1806. The Reserve was laid out into townships about five miles square in size. Amherst was Township 6 in 
Range 18 of the Western Reserve of Connecticut and the original company owners were Martin Sheldon, 
Calvin Austin, Oliver L. Phelps and Asahel Hathaway. It was through these men that purchases of land 
were made possible to the men and women who traversed a wilderness trail to become Amherst Township. 
 
 These settlers came mostly from New England. It took men and women of real courage to make this 
700 mile trip.  The covered wagon drawn by oxen or horses and carrying all the earthly possessions of the 
family was often halted by a dense barrier of trees, and before the anxious little group could penetrate fur-
ther into the forest, the trusty axe must be brought forth and a pathway hewn for them.  West of Buffalo 
there were no bridges. Over the larger streams there were ferries, but over Rocky River there was none. 
The water here was four or five feet deep, and the current strong. Fording Rocky River was a dangerous 
undertaking, and beyond this, before their destination was reached, were more thick forests and  
unpredictable roads. 
(The historical journey to resume in upcoming issue) 
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Remembering Christmas Past  
By Vivienne Bickley 

 
Were you in the Sandstone Village last December 3 for our annual äChristmas in 
the Villageå?  If you were, perhaps you will think of it as the event that sparked 
your Christmas spirit.  We wonçt forget the childrençs faces as they looked at Santa 
and how cute they looked in their Christmas outfits, readied by Mom to have their 
photo taken with Santa.  Our Santa really had a way of winning over the shy chil-
dren, who eventually were talking and smiling at him.   
(We believe Jerry Moore was born for that role!) 
 
We want to thank our photographer, Bob Pallante for taking the pictures and his wife, Martha, for  
assisting him.  It was a long afternoon and the children kept coming and coming much to our delight. 

 
We are sure we owe our wonderful attendance to the model train displays  
constructed by the Amherst Model Railroad Men, namely: Dave Dittmer, assisted 
by his wife, Phyllis, Gary Knight, Tom Klinar & Jeff Pietch. 
 
Thank you for your delightful displays and especially to Gary Knight for offering the 
program to us.  He tells us they will have even more exhibits next year.  It did not 
matter the age or gender, everyone was fascinated with the trains and their clever 
set-ups.  

 
We want to thank Donna Kuczynski for bringing her Story Tellers, both adults and children to St. George 
Chapel to add their Christmas stories to the dayçs entertainment.  Donna does a great job in keeping the  
age-old method of communication alive â people talking to people. 
 
Thank you to Elaine Harlan and Kay Clark for the Christmas decorations added to 
the already charming Harris/Dute House.  We thank them, also, for the cookies 
and punch served to the many visitors.  (We heard our visitors even ate the  
fruitcake that was meant to be a decoration in another room!)  Dottie Roth was on 
hand to help with the many visitors. 

 
At 4:00 p.m. the Chapel was full of enthusiastic carolers 
under the direction of Norm Miller with his mom, Mary Miller, pumping and playing 
the churchçs original pump organ.  They have done this for many years, making 
this an annual tradition with our organization that we look forward to each year. 
 
Our thanks to those others who helped ämake the dayå: Vivienne Bickley,  
 Laura Mengal, Tom Roth, Ray Roth, Red Branscum, Claudia Moore, Ruth Haff,  
Donna Rumpler, Ron Sauer &Terry Traster 

 
IF YOU MISSED THIS YEARçS EVENT â DONçT MISS NEXT YEARçS! 
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The Amherst Historical Society 
Christmas Dinner 

December 13, 2006 
       
æTwas the season to be jolly and the atmosphere at our annual Christmas  
Dinner was just that ...fun and festive. Members were greeted at the door by 
Historical Society member, Lilly Krebs, made their way to the hors dçoeuvre 
table organized by Vice President Ruth Haff, enjoyed  wine compliments of 
Rose and Richard Currier of the Amherst Party Shop and later was served a 
delectable holiday meal prepared by Chef Shawn Grieves of Select Catering.   

 

         
Many members were recipients of outstanding door prizes, several  having been provided by friends and  
local merchants.  The following merchants donated items for door prizes: Zilch Florist, The Mermaids Tale,  
The Frame Shop, Catherineçs Chocolate, Ziggyçs Bar & Grill, Wraps International and Marcoçs Pizza.  
Local artists with items on display in the Art gallery at Sandstone Center also donated a  sample of their  
artwork. These artists are: Neal Jenne, Ted Litkovitz, John Lauthner, Huey Kirk and Beverly Boiwka. 
 
We were all grandly entertained by the Golden Crescent Chorus singing traditional and seasonal songs 
alike...and they even let us sing along with them on many of their selections! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Appreciation and recognition  to Vivienne Bickley, Ruth Haff and Donna Rumpler for another memorable  

holiday event. 
 

2007 Board of Trustee Members 
We wish to recognize David Williams, our outgoing 2006 Board of Trustee member, for all his past  
contributions to The Amherst Historical Society Board of Trustees.  
 
For 2007 we welcome back Wendy Barrett, Lilly Krebs, Bernadine Wagner-Doane and our newly elected 
member, Kent Sutton.  
 


