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 Another year has come to an end and I hope you all enjoyed the past 
year as much as I have.  The Amherst Historical Society has come a long way 
during 2006 having had two fantastic festivals and the annual Old-Time 
Jamboree that was as successful as it has been for the last 33 years with great 
entertainment, wonderful fair food and a fabulous attendance. 
 
 Our restaurant is nearing completion so be sure to watch for 
announcement of itçs opening.  Plans are in the works to have a general store in 
the Amherst Sandstone Village.  Street lighting through out the grounds will be installed so that you can take 
a stroll in the Village during the evening hours.  A new äantiqueå gasoline island complete with pumps will be 
installed near our Auto Garage. Gas will be only 24 cents per gallon â too bad we donçt have any to sell! We 
are working on some exciting things for 2007 and we are sure you will be surprised when you take time to 
visit our Village. 
 

Regressing a little â if you missed our äChristmas in the Villageå with all of the Christmas lighting 
displays (thanks to Ken and Donna Breckenridge for donating the displays and to Tom Roth and his helpers 
who put them up) and our Christmas Dinner then you missed a treat.  Everyone who attended these events 
had a great time! 

 
I would like to thank everyone who has worked so hard to make 2006 such a successful year.  I hope 

all of you who attended any of our functions or took a leisurely stroll around our grounds appreciated all of 
the time and effort that goes into making our Society a premium place to visit and explore.  We are 
continually striving to make The Amherst Historical Village one of the finest exhibits around and something 
that you will be proud to tell your friends about.  Thanks again and we hope to see you and your friends at 
our 2007 events.  I hope that you had a great Christmas and that the New Year will be a healthy and happy 
one for everyone. 

 
AMONG THE HONORED DOZEN! 

 
Last month, at the 15th annual salute to projects that have  
improved the beauty of Lorain County, awards were presented by 
the Lorain County Heritage Inc., the sponsoring organization for 
the Lorain County Beautiful Program, and out of the 21 nominees 
in the New Building Award our Jenne Art Gallery was one of the 
twelve winners in the category. 
 
Marilyn Jenne and Neal Jenne were presented with a framed  
photograph of the Jenne Building.  It was truly an honor for Marilyn 
and Neal along with the Society to be one of the twelve winners 
of the New Building Award. 
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CURATORçS CORNER by Ron Sauer 
By Ron Sauer 

 
Well folks, the year 2006 is now a part of history and 2007 gives me a 
chance to prove to the non-believers that I deserve to be the curator of The 
Amherst Historical Society.  Içm sure you all remember the many 
äBLOCKBUSTERå projects I had on the agenda for 2006.  Well, get your 
erasers and change the ä6å to a ä7å.  Oh sure, youçve all heard my excuses.  
In 2006 you all know that Sue & I got married, put my house on Leavitt Road 
up for sale and moved into our lovely home on Idlewood Drive.  Somehow I just didnçt have much time to 
volunteer at the museum.  Maybe, just maybe I ran out of time!  Believe it or not, there will be many wonder-
ful things happening during 2007.  I know that our army of great volunteers will do these projects.  These 
wonderful men and women work so hard, mostly in total anonymity, to make sure that our displays are neat, 
clean and tell the story of Amherst the äSandstone Center of the Worldå.  So why not gather up your Grind-
stone newsletters from 2006 and come on over to the Quigley Museum and the Sandstone Museum Center 
in 2007 and see how many of my promised projects of 2006 you can find completed â FINALLY!  Just give 
me enough time to get things done!  Remember â Rome wasnçt built in a day.  Or was it! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS, WE WILL BE WORKING AT THE  

QUIGLEY MUSEUM EVERY WEDNESDAY MORNING FROM 9:30 A.M. TO NOON.  WHY NOT JOIN 
OUR MERRY BAND STARTING ON JANUARY 24.  YOUR PRESENCE AND EXPERTISE COULD BE 
JUST WHAT WE NEED! 

 

WHO ARE WE ? 
 

Freshman Class 
 

  School:  Central 
   Year:      1937 

  
Class Officers: 

 
President: Richard Ott 

Vice-President: Robert Edwards 
Secretary-Treasurer: Lois Ehlert 

 
 
 
 

 
    
 
   Year: 1924 
   Age:   2 years old 
 Pictured above at age 17 with his classmates    

 
 
 



3  

Meet Our Vice -President  
 

Ruth Eldred Haff  
 
 Ruth was born in Lorain, Ohio on December 18, 1928.  She has a 
younger brother, John, who now resides in Avon, Ohio.  After the sixth grade, 
Ruth spent all of her free time helping her father at his office supply store  
located in Lorain.  In high school, Ruth was involved with the choirs and music 
lessons.  After a year in college Ruth married Ray Haff in 1948 and their plans 
were to help her father expand his business.  Mr. Eldred died ten months later 
and Mrs. Eldred sold the business.  Ruth and Ray had to find employment to 
support themselves.   
 
 In 1954 Ruth and Ray moved to Amherst to raise their family of four 
active, competitive children who all completed college and gave Ruth and Ray 
seven super grandchildren.  Ruthçs mother lived with them for many years 
passing away in 1995.  Originally Ray opened a real-estate office in Lorain and 
then moved it to Amherst in 1960. 

 
 Along with raising her four children, caring for her mother, working in Rayçs real-estate office and 
helping with her grandchildren, Ruth has always found time to be active in many organizations.  Currently 
Ruth is involved with Lakeland Womançs Club, Lorain Round Table, St. Peterçs United Church of Christ, 
SCOA, The Amherst Historical Society and her real passion â Duplicate Bridge.   
 
 Over eight years ago Ruth was appointed to the AHS Board of Trustees, was the President for four 
and a half years but had to resign due to Rayçs illness.  After Rayçs death, Ruth again joined the AHS Board 
of Trustees and now serves as Vice-President.  Ruth states that it has been her pleasure to work with  
everyone in the Society over the past years.  But everyone will agree that the Amherst Historic Society is 
the one who is happy to have Ruth on the Board of Trustees and for her many hours of volunteerism to the 
Society. 
 
 An aside- Much to Ruthçs surprise she discovered, while working in the Quigley Kitchen, one of the 
early Lorain Gas stoves and on the oven was a äLorain Regulatorå which her grandfather, Benjamin 
Meacham, invented. 

Historical Meal Time Quips 
 

In the old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle that always hung over the  fire. Every day 
they lit the fire and added things to the pot.  They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. 
They would eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and then start over 
the next day. Sometimes the kettle had food in it that had been there several days, hence the rhyme,  
ä peas porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot, nine days old.å 
 
Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special.  When visitors came over, they 
would hang up their bacon to show off.  It was a sign of wealth that a man could äbring home the bacon.å  
They would cut off a little to share with guests and they would all sit around and ächew the fat.å 
 
Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the  
middle, and the guests got the top, or äupper crust.å 
 

(whoever said history was boring?) 
 
Taken from Historical Sayings www.craterroad.com. 


