The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter

July/ August 2009

Coming Events

Opening of Quigley and | t 0's

Ambherst Sandstone Vill
May 3 to September 27
Tours: 2:00 to 3:00
Tours: 3:00 to 4:00
$3.00 per person

Old Time Jambores
July 10, 11, 12, 200
Downtown Amherst

Parking Lot.

August 16, 2009
Sunday

"Artifact Show & Salg]'

Presented by The
Archeological Society
Of Ohio

Ambherst Sandston¢

Village

September 13, 2009
Sunday
Settlers' Day
Amherst Sandstone Vil
"Dutch Oven Cadik

Presented by
Marcia DePalma

September 23, 2609
Wednesday
General Meeting
"WWII & the Home
Front"
Presented by J&méth
Grange/Schoolhouse
7:30 p.m.

36" Old-Time Jamboree

Jamboree time again and so the

hgethe best festival ever! Dates for the festival are July 10, 11 and 12. Opening is

20Bgday evening @ 5:15 p.m. with the invocation by Rev. William Mouer of Four-
sqguare Gospel Church followed by the
See page 7 for a schedule of each daybéb

co

The Amherst Historical Society booth will feature a basket raffle fill with donations
from local merchants. The numerous baskets will be spectacular. Bob Pallante will
be in charge of the plant sale that will also be at the AHS booth. Bob arranged with
Green Circle Growers to supply the flowering plants. Martha Pallante and Donna
Rumpler are handling the basket raffle and also staffing of our booth.

D

Saturday at 12 noon there wild/l be
Pizza. The APet Paradeod sponsored by
Judy Ryan will follow the pizza contest. Also on Saturday from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
willbethe second 1 Annual f@AAmherst Super Starod
be held RAIN OR SHINE! Church Street Bar and Grill will be the back up venue in
case of rain.
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The Amherst Historical Society will have the beer booth run by John Dunn. John
will be handling all the arrangements including the staffing of the booth.

Ruth Haff has scheduled a fantastic array of musical entertainment. Friday will
feature Haywire at 6:30 to 8:30 pm. And Replay at 9:00 to 11:00 p.m. closing. On
Saturday the Amherst Community Chorus performs at 5:00 p.m.. Saturday evening
the headliner is Naked Monkey from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. A new feature to our eve-

agening entertainment will be spotlighting several graduating classes from Marion L.
Steele High School that will be having class reunion gatherings at the festival. On
Friday we wil!/| dedicated a song to the
659.

The Jamboree Parade directed by Geri Rice is Sunday at 1:00 p.m. Grand Marshal
is Judy Rechnagel, owner of Mer mai dos
The Amherst Historical Society will honor Lilly Krebs for her years of service as
AHS Volunteer of the Year. A bicycle decorating contest will be sponsored by Chef
Shawn Grieves of the Jefferson 150 restaurant.

I would like to thank the Jamboree Committee for a job well done. | look forward to
seeing you all at the Jamboree, which will be a FREE event again this year. | know
with your help it will truly be a success.

Kathy Litkovitz
Jamboree Chairman
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From the President by John Diedrich

The last time | wrote | think we were all looking forward to spring. Well here we are with the
flowers blooming and Mother Nature magically turning everything green and beautiful. She
never seems to disappoint us with her wonders. And we too are embarking on another magical
year for the historical society.

John Dietrich

Our building and lands committee has come up with some new projects | think will surprise you. The Jamboree
committee has everything well in hand for our 36™ Annual Old-Time Jamboree that is being held July 10, 11 &
12. The kitchen in the Grange/Schoolhouse is getting a makeover.

Our Fire Museum is not progressing as fast as we would like. We have hit a few obstacles with paper work re-
quested by the State, but our office is working diligently to solve the problems. Our firemen are anxious to get
started on this wonderful project.

We are wondering if you can be of service to your historical society. We have several small projects that need
your help. Our staff works very hard to create a place that you as a member or as an Amherst citizen can be
proud to show off to your friends and relatives. So keep us in mind when you have a few hours to spare and
would like to be a part of helping the Amherst Sandstone Village to continue its growth.

FORC

Firelands Archaeological
Research Center

In May we began our 2009 field season work at the Heckleman site. The summer and fall excavations will continue
throughout the coming months on most Sundays. If you are interested in joining in and finding out what an archaeo-
logical excavation is all about, please check our website www.firelandsarchaeology.org for dates and times.

One of the artifact types we encounter when working on sites such as Heckleman is pottery. This prehistoric pottery
was manufactured by the natives to function during a wide range of tasks. Preparation, cooking and storage of food-
stuffs were accomplished utilizing these fired-clay vessels. Natives often used local clays to construct their pottery.
They would add crushed granite or other |l ocal rock o
strength. They would then fire these vessels in fires or make-shift kilns until they reached the desired hardness.

When we encounter prehistoric pottery it is broken and scattered; we rarely find all of the pieces of a broken pot. We
bring the recovered pieces back to our lab, and clean and analyze their characteristics. In time, we get the opportu-
nity to reconstruct any pieces that might fit together. With all of this work completed we then have the chance to peer
back in time to see what the daily activities of the natives were like. If these investigations intrigue you, you may want
to come to the June 14 Discovering the Past event. At the Sandstone Village on that day you can tour our building
and take part in activities like those described above, that allow us to better understand the people we are investigat-

ing. There will also be activities for children to i
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http://www.firelandsarchaeology.org/

SETTLERS DAYS
Sunday September 13, 2009
2:00 to 5:30 P.M.

FEATURING OUR SECOND BIG DUTCHOVEN COOKOUT

Vivienne Bickley

Join us to watch how the pioneers cooked out-of-doors in their camp dutch ovens using fire and coals for their
heat sources. Teams of cooks will come to the Sandstone Village from Ohio cities to compete by entering one

or all of these four categori es: Bread, Dessert, Ma
in Cookdés Choice is appl es. Experienced judges wil
12:00 noon and judging will be at 4:00 p.m.. This year the judging will take place in the Grange/Schoolhouse
where you are welcome to be seated to watch the outcome of the judging. Winners will be announced at

about 5:30.

This event is hosted by the Amherst Historical Society and sponsored by the Laurel Run Cooking School and
DePalma Insurance & Financial Services. For more information or to enter the contest call Marcia DePalma.
at440315-791 0. The trophy for the winner of the Cook's
ple Hill.

On the grounds you can listen to the Laurentian Divide Musicians. Tim Krugman and Bob Kurowski, who play
fiddle, banjo, guitar and mandolin will play tunes appropriate to the era. Our own Sandstone Settlers reinac-
tors will be on hand with whom you can chat. Dave Pierce will serve food from his covered wagon and who
ever would like to join us with a craft or sales booth is welcome. Call Donna at the historical society office at
988-7255 to reserve space.
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Curatorods Corner n Sauer

Have you ever heard the phrase fiall dressed
Hi storical Society for the past ten years, M
buildings known as the ASandstone ViIIage.O

We have dedicated volunteers who put in hundreds of hours of their valuable time just to make
sure that someone will be available to tell ROKZSBUHAMN

With the economy in turmoil and the price of gas going through the roof, why not consider making one of your
summer destinations the Amherst Societyds complex of
guidance of one of our knowledgeable docents, you will learn more about the amazing history of your hometown

in just an hour then you were ever aware of. So, why not pick up your phone and call our office at 988-7255 to
find out about what we have to offer. Youdl| be gl ad
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President At SANDSTONE VILLAGE

I N C

o)

LorMet Credit Union

Bk Tuk by
e
/\"2/1( 717///('

2051 Cooper Foster
Rd.

- Site & Utility Contractors
HEARTHSTONE ASSISTED LIVING . .
h t OH 44001 Bulk Landscaping Materials
Amhers ; - i
: Hlearthstone), ,, 350 Rioe Industrial Parkway 767 Milan Ave  Amherst, Ohid)
R Amherst, Ohio 44001
olLocal Commu ’ 4290 Zo<par ['oster Park Rd. Office: (440) 988-7189 Gallery 449844442

: 440.960.28%3 » cdd.lorain@hscsal.com
www.hearthstoneassisted.com

ingat [ toOs

Fax: (440) 988-4635




History of Amherst
1850 - 1890

Written by Miss Marion Steele. Taken from Amherst Ohio Sesquicentennial 1814 - 1964

The quarry that was to become the largest single sandstone unit in the world was opened in the spring on
1869. This quarry was No. 6 Gray Canyon Quatrry. It was located on lands bought by R.P. Wilson of
Cleveland.

While new quarry lands were being opened, the older stone companies began to expand. John Worthington
& Sons bought the quarry and mill of George R. Hall and Company in 1871. They built a railroad track from
Brownhelm Station to Lake Erie at Vermilion. The company built docks and added equipment that would aid
in the water transportation of stone. The first stone shipped by boat from this dock was sent to Toronto,
Canada.

Another growing company was the R. F. Wilson Company. In 1873, a railroad siding was built from No. 6
Quarry to the main line of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railroad. It was on the lands about No. 6
Quarry that new stone prospectors opened quarries during the great rush for stone.

On July 26, 1886, many of the operating quarries were organized under the control of one company. This
was the Cleveland Stone Company which was incorporated that same year. It was through the personal
efforts of George H. Worthington that the company was organized. Mr. Worthington interested several of his
wealthy friends in the future of the stone industry. These investors put up the money which gave Mr.
Worthington the opportunity to buy quarry lands.

At one time the Cleveland Stone Company owned and operated quarries in Amherst, Berea, West View,
Columbia, Nickel Plate, Grafton, Wakeman, Kipton, and Peninsula in northern Ohio; Marietta in southern
Ohio; Grindstone City in Michigan. They also owned limestone quarries in Indiana.

About 1852 the Junction Railroad, later the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern, was completed, by way of
Elyria and Amherst, going southward through the county several miles from Lake Erie and Lorain.

The New York Central controlled the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railway, the main line of which
went from Buffalo to Toledo, via Norwalk. The railroad increased the demand for Amherst stone.

An interesting story is told about the experience of an early citizen of this town when the first train went
through Amherst. The man had driven to town and sat in his buggy waiting for the train to appear. When it
came his horse become desperately frightened and dropped dead. These tracks through Amherst were
raised over Church Street and Milan Avenue in 1892, and the high bridge constructed over the tracks on
Jackson Street.

Fires were very destructive in 1883. In July of that year the entire business section on the south side of
Elyria Street (now Park Avenue) burned from Main Street to Church Street. The Elyria Fire Department was
called to help fight the fire. Then in November, another fire destroyed the business section on the north side
of Elyria (Park) Street from Main to Church Street.

AArti facts To Arto
Sunday August 16, 2009

Beginning at 8 A.M. on the Sandstone Village grounds the Sandusky Bay Chapter of The Archaeological Society
of Ohio will hold a day long event featuring local artists presenting their works, local archaeologists displaying parts
of their collection and a benefit auction starting shortly after noon.

Food will be for sale, the Amherst Society buildings will be open to tours and plenty of seating available
under cover of tents.
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Ambherst Historical Society Volunteer Luncheon

On Saturday April 24, during National Volunteer Week. forty five historical society volunteers gathered at the

Grange Hal
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the village
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of directors. Vivienne Bickley, Volunteer Coordinator, addressed the group thanking them all for all they do
as society difference makers. Unfortunately not all of the 100 who donated their time and services throughout
the year were able to attend but their contributions are, nevertheless, equally appreciated.
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Back row: Orville Manes, Mary Miller, La Dora Jones

Front row: Dick and Zella Williams

Volunteer coordinator, Vivienne
Bickley addressing the group.

Ruth Haff and Bernie Doane at the
buffet table provided by Jefferson 150.

Thank you to our historical society members who volunteered their time, in each their own way , in 2008

and year to date 20009.

Donita Abraham
Gerry Armstrong
Vivienne Bickley
Ed Branscom
Tin Branscum
Herb Brendel
Elaine Breen
Donna Breckenridge
Kay Clark

Bob Cole

Bill Cutcher
Bonnie Cutcher
Marcia DePalma
John Dietrich

Al Doane

Bernie Doane
Zack Dolyk
Janet Eschtruth
Bob Faragher
Pam Faragher
Steve Gaydosh
Dave George
Rosie George
Kyron Green
Ruth Haff

Bill Harlan
Elaine Harlan
Marilyn Jenne
Neal Jenne
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De Lora Jones
Huey Kirk

Judy Kirk

Gary Knight
Mary Ann Kordeleski
Peggy Kordeleski
Wendy Kosakowski
Lily Krebs

Kathy Litkovitz
Ted Litkovitz
Orville Manes
Laura Mengel
Mary Miller

Emily Miller
Norman Miller
John Mizzi
Claudia Moore
Jerry Moore
Ethel Moyers
Dorothy Myosky
Ida Mae Naelitz
Bill Nahorn
Diane Nahorn
Matt Nahorn

Jan Orseno

Bob Pallante
Martha Pallante
Bill Provident
Shirley Provident

It is your dedication, talent and hard work that exemplifies our village!

Thelma Powers
Dick Rice

Jeanie Rice
Marie Robinson
Judy Rosenkranz
Dorothy Roth
Ray Roth

Donna Rumpler
Gene Rutkowski
Pat Rutkowski
Ron Sauer

Sue Sauer
Nancy Schneider
Todd Standen
Patty Standen
Bob Stilgenbauer
Eric Stocker
Sharon Substanley
Kent Sutton

Jean Swift

Diana Taylor
Valarie Vassel
Vincent Vassel
Dick Williams
Zella Willliams
Jerry Wolosyn
Shirley Young



