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The Amherst Historical Ambherst Historical Society
Society Officers :
Y Board of Directors
President For 2009 The Amherst Historical Society Board of Directors welcomes the
John Dietrich following three new members to its board roster:
John Dunn

Vice-President John, a Pepsi Cola Company retiree, and former member of

Ruth Haff the United States Marine Corps, has been active in public
affairs serving on the Chamber of Commerce Boards of both
Secretary Ambherst and Vermilion. In 1997 he was appointed Amherst
Judy Ryan City Auditor and also served as Chairperson of the Amherst
Civil Service Commission. He currently is Treasurer of the
Treasurer

Amherst Main Street.

Kathy Litkovich

Judy Ryan
Judyds civic services include pas
The Amherst Library; President, Amherst Chamber of Commerce;
Historical Society Co-President, Friends of the Amherst Library; Member,
Vision: | Amherst Rotary; Member Amherst Main Street; former
To be the | member of The Amherst Historical Society Board of Directors

premier Al
educational facility in
the Central United

and oureently assisting in the reference department of the
Amherst Public Library.

States. :
David Kukucka
Dave is employed by Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals
as a Pharmaceutical Sales Representative. He is currently
Auditor of the City of Amherst and has served five terms as
The Amherst . . .
Historical Society Council-At-Large on Amherst City Council and two terms as
Commitment: Ward 4 Councilman. While on city council he presided as

chairman on several committees, such as: finance, streets,
ordinance and executive.

To preserve, display
and exhibit our local

history and sandstone On behalf of the Amherst Historical Society, we would like to thank Ron
heritage; to provide Sauer for his enthusiasm, knowledge and many hours of service and hard
excellence in work that he extended as president] of ou
educatl_onal background in artifacts and appraisals contributed greatly to the success of
programming and our first annual antique auction.
historical Thanks again, Ron, for your dedication!
preservation.
The Historical Society Board of Directors




By the time you receive this newsletter, | hope the weather has turned the corner and the temperature is

FROM THE PRESIDENT
John Dietrich

heading towards spring-time degrees. | know that | am tired of the snow and cold weather. | envy the
Asnowbirdso!

I would like to thank the Board of Directors for electing me as President of the Amherst Historical Society.

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the new directors John Dunn, Dave Kukucka and Judy Ryan

and look forward to working with all the Directors. Ron Sauer, | would like to thank you for the time you

served as President.

donot have

mu c h

t o

report in

t his

edition of

t he

the past year. We want to see where we are at and what projects we want to accomplish in the year ahead.
I am sure | will have more to report in the next edition.

Again, thank you to the Board of Directors for their support. May spring come early this year despite the

Ground Hog seeing his shadow and predicting that spring is still six weeks away!
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WHO ARE THEY?

MARY KAY"

Rebecca Wisniewski
Independent Senior Sales

Director

440.988.9442 Home Office
440.315.9609 Mobile
rebecca321@oh.rr.com

Shop at www.marykay.com/mwisniewski
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March 25, 2009 General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

It will be great to see all of you at our first general meeting of 2009.

We know the program topic wild.l intrigue you, as most
Tunnels of World War | .0 Those of you who have wil!/l
Darmos. He is bringing a DVD, a display and will talk about those tunnels that were built in France during the
AGreat War. 0 Mr . Darmos is a retired Amherst police
hear his fascinating story on March 25 at the Schoolhouse/Grange Hall in our Sandstone Village. As usual, a short
business meeting wild.l precede the program; than a soc
events.

Bring friends - - our general meetings are open to the public.
April 22, 2009 General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Spring will be in the air and all the snow melted as we welcome our speaker to our April General meeting.

Mr. Rodney Beals of our neighboring Black River Historical Society in Lorain will bring one of his suitcase shows
entitled AClothing from 1810 to 1950.0 We request tha
accessories to share with everyone. You might even bring photos that show old styles worn by older generations in
your family or even (ahem) yourself (?) As usual the brief business meeting will bring you up- to -date on our
organization6s activities and after the program we'/l/

Vol unteersé Luncheon
April 25, 2009
12:00 Noon Schoolhouse/Grange Hall

As you read our newsletters and marvel at all our organization accomplishes, think of how much we owe our
volunteers! They are the heart of the Amherst Historical Society. We take this opportunity to thank them at a
appreciation luncheon in their honor. Anyone who has helped us in this past year either by volunteering at the
society office, village fairs, jamboree, children's frontier days, Christmas village activities, Quigley Museum,
summer village tours, or fundraisers... or even if you had to retire from volunteering, please call the office at
988-7255 to make a reservation by April 14. We ask that you bring along a list of suggestions for any
improvements for the future. Your input is important.

DONO6T FORGET THAT !PHONE CALL
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History of Amherst
1850 - 1890

Written by Miss Marion Steele. Taken from Amherst Ohio Sesquicentennial 1814 - 1964

Clothing and merchant tailoring were taken care of by the establishment of Charles Spitzenberg, which was
managed by Daniel Freese. The store was well equipped, had a good tailor and cutter and evidently did a large
business.

Mr. Dubraoy had a harness shop, where he sold harnesses, whips and goods for horses. He also carried on the
general repair work that pertains to such a business.

Mrs. R.C. Crocker established a bakery in town, which met with success. Jacob Hildebrand was then an old
reliable standby, having been in business for ten years. He kept a grocery store. Jacob Stahl had the hardware
interests of the town to look out for, selling stoves and general hardware and doing tinning and the like.

Charles C. Jaeger carried on the store of his father, known under the firm name of Jaeger and Huessner. The
store did a general business, as so many did in those days. A.E. Stiwald was then in the cigar business, meeting
with success. R.l. Walcott maintained a harness shop, the most extensive and oldest in town. E.C. Schuler kept
a butcher shop. J.H. Claus maintained a blacksmith shop, building up a good trade on his thirteen years'
experience. C.M Parsons kept a meat market.

A machine shop was run by Barber and Steele, and a foundry by J.E. Kendeigh. Two livery stables did a flour-
ishing business, one kept by S.N. Barnes and the other by George McNeil.

Other business men of that day were M.H. Streator, dealer in dry goods, E.P. Streator, dealer in groceries; J.W.
Gilbert, agent for pianos, sewing machines, etc. L. Hanchet, a cooper; Miss M. A. Newsbury, milliner and
dressmaker; E.S. Smith, dealer in hardware, stoves and the like; Charles Flood, miller; and D.H. Long,
confectionery.

There was another mode of business in that day that met with great favor, more so than in the present day.
Perhaps some of the old-timers who used to live out in the township will remember the peddler who brought
many a useful article in his pack. Perhaps they will remember Thomas Radcliffe, for instance, who used to go
about the country with such a pack. He met with a welcome everywhere. The housewife could pick out what she
needed in a leisurely way. Stores were few and far between in those days and the peddler with his pack was a
blessing.

Cheese making was once a great industry in the township. In 1878 there were two cheese factories, one over
near South Ridge, Eggleston, Braman and Company. This factory manufactured nearly two hundred thousand
pounds of cheese and about thirty-five thousand pounds of butter a year. Another factory, Eggleston, Horn and
Warner, was located near the Elyria line and near the Telegraph Road.

The first tavern in the village was known as The Henrie House
The landlords during the latter part of the 19th Century were
Smith, Orimel Barney, H. Hubbard, Smith Steele, John Steele
Horace Steele, Samuel Kendeigh, Joseph Frost, James

Jackson, M. Jackson, Lathrop and Walker and M. Jackson.
The Jacksons changed the name to the Jackson House
Henry Edwards, Sr. is a great grandson of James Jackson. |
(Sign hanging on hotel reads, The Jackson House.)

Thus, we see that even the those very early days our village resented an up-to-date appearance to the casual
visitor.



2009
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Events insert can be removed and attached to your home calendar. All General meetings are short,
informal, followed by a program and open to the public. Details regarding the meetings and social

programs will be available in the Grindstone and local newspaper as the date approaches.

GENERAL MEETINGS SOCIAL PROGRAMS
General Meeting Volunteer Luncheon
March 25, 2009 7:30 p.m. April 25,2009 12:00 noon
Grange Hall/Schoolhouse Grange Hall/Schoolhouse
-The Fighting Tunnels of (World War | ®
Presented by Don Darmos Opening of Quigley and

Amherst Sandstone Village

General Meeting May 3 to September 27, 2009
April 22, 2009 7:30 p.m. Tours: 2:00 to 3:00
Grange Hall/Schoolhouse Tours: 3:00 to 4:00

-Clothing from 1810 to 1950® $3.00perperson
Presented by Rodney Beals

Black River Historical Society Village Fair
June 14, 2009
General Meeting Sandstone Village Grounds
May 27, 2009 7:30 p.m.
Grange Hall/Schoolhouse Old Time Jamboree
-Geneal ogy Through thel Computldyrl®ll, 12,2009
Presented by Margaret Cheney Downtown Amherst Parking Lot.
General Meeting Archeological Society
September 23, 2009 7:30 Artifact Show & Sale
Grange Hall/Schoolhouse August 16, 2009
-World War 11 & The Home |Fr o sana@stone Village Grounds
Presented by James Smith
Lorain County Historical Society Settler-s Days Feat
Dutch Oven Cook  -off
General Meeting Presented by Marcia De Palma
October 28, 2009 7:30 p.m. September 13, 2009

Grange Hall/Schoolhouse
-Sandstone Center of t/he |Wor ICKrig&mas inthe Village
Presented by Jim Heib December 13, 2009
Sandstone Village Grounds
General Meeting
November 18, 2009 7:30 p.m. Historical Society Christmas Party
-Living in Space® December 19, 2009

NASA Speakers Bureau Grange Hall/ Schoolhouse




How the Village Grew
The Harris - Dute House

House as it appeared in 1974 on Oberlin Road in Amherst
Township. It was purchased by William Starbuck who
donated it to the Historical Society with provision that it be
relocated to the village grounds.

=\ 3
Before dismantling the structure, each stone was
numbered by volunteers and hired contractors for
reconstruction on the grounds.

In 1849 Calvin Harris, a farmer and shoemaker by
trade, constructed the Greek Revival House on
Oberlin Road in Amherst Township. In 1860 Calvin
died and his wife, Lucinda, sold the house and
farm to Martin Dute. The house remained in the
Dute family wuntil the e
the Dutes, two unmarried sisters died.

Upon donation of the home by the Starbuck family,
a crew of historical society volunteers worked on
the woodwork, partitions, windows and roofing
helping to disassemble the house.

The photo to the left pictures the original kitchen
To preserve authenticity, original wallpaper
samples were saved from each room and used as
reference in reconstruction. The door to the right is
the entrance to the parlor and to the left the family
sitting room.

The dismantling of the pictured parlor shows the
symmetrical alcove and over sized door. The
alcove was used as a casket display area and the
door sized to accommodate ushering a casket into
the parlor. To maintain the symmetrical style a
matching alcove appears in the family sitting room.
The parlor alcove now features a rare square piano
and in the sitting room an organ donated by the
Fazey- Dute family.

ar



The two story home, a beautiful example of Greek Revival architecture, was built in 1849 of sandstone mined from
the Amherst Quarries. It was purchased by the William Starbuck family in 1974 and donated to the Historical
Society. Society workers dismantled it stone by stone rebuilding it on its present site. Restoration of the house

began in the | ate 19906s and was completed on the gro
visitors on tour is that they would |l ove to fimove ino
renovated upstairs room are not pictured.
This was the kitchen in the original The Dute family included this Off the original kitchen is a spare
house. A gas well was discovered kitchen. Stove provided by the room used as an extra bedroom or
behind the house proving it had AHS. It burnt wood on one side sewing room. The Singer machine
always had gas lighting. and the other half used gas. belonged to the Dute family.
The restored parlor features all The sitting room is where the family Back room holds many rare items
period furnishings and a pot belly met in the evening after supper. used in the 19th century which
stove. Inthe alcove is a rare Note the matching alcove designed includes a shoe |repa
square piano. to keep Greek Revival symmetry stand and early laundry products.
7 intact.




