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The Grindstone 
 
 
 

General Membership Meeting 
 March 28, 2007  7:30 p.m.  Grange Hall 

 
Our first General Membership Meeting of this year features Bill Cutcher who will be 
presenting his Power Point program entitled ―Commercial Fishing on Lake Erie‖. 
Just as a reminder, Bill’s maternal and paternal great-grandfathers and his father, 
his uncle, brother, cousins and Bill himself were all Lake Erie commercial fisherman.  
If you’re one who does or doesn’t fish, still come and hear how the ―catch of the 
day‖ arrives from the lake to your plate. 

 
General Membership Meeting 

April 25, 2007  7:30 p.m.  Grange Hall 
 

―Old Indian Ridge Museum‖ 
Presented by Ron Sauer & Matt Nahorn 

 
This picture was taken in 1981. It shows Colonel Raymond 
Vietzen and Ron Sauer discussing an iron axe that once 
belonged to Chief Logan.  The Colonel never went 
anywhere without his old 35mm camera. 
 
On April 25 the program will be a slide show featuring the 
famous Indian Ridge Museum that once stood at the 
corner of West Ridge Road and Fowl Road in Elyria 
Township.  Matt Nahorn has taken the torch from Colonel 
Vietzen and has vowed to try to reassemble the contents 
of the old museum in his own ―New Indian Ridge 
Museum‖.   

Come to the General Meeting and enjoy an evening viewing the great old displays 
that once were in the finest museum in Ohio.  Ron Sauer and Matt Nahorn want to 
assure you that you will not be ―BORED‖!  

 
May 19,2007 

Tea Time Around the 
World 

Grange Hall  2:00 p.m. 
 

June 3, 2007 
Village Fair 

Sandstone Village &  
Quigley Museum 
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 
July 13, 14, & 15, 2007 

Old-Time Jamboree 
City Parking Lot Corner of 
Tenney Ave & Church St. 

 
August 26,2007 

Village Fair 
Sandstone Village &  

Quigley Museum 
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 
September 26,2007 

― The Role of the Quilt in 
the Underground Railroad‖ 

Presented by Mary 
Bernower of Alliance, Ohio 

7:30 p.m. 
 

December 2, 2007 
Christmas in the Village 

2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

December 19, 2007 
Annual Christmas Party 

Grange Hall  6:00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inside Features 

 
Curator Corner 
Who Are They? 

Bernadette Wagner-Doane 
Old-Time Jamboree 

Early Years 
Jefferson 150  

From the President 
Beverly Boiwka 

Otto Witte Family 

The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter 

The Amherst Historical Society 2007 Program Events 

Reminder:  The General Membership Meetings are not restricted to members only, 

so invite your friends to attend with you.  The business meeting is brief and  

informal.  Refreshments and a social hour follow each program. 

Did you know...The Amherst Public Library had its beginning in 1904 when a grant was 
secured from the Andrew Carnegie Foundation through the efforts of A. Baker, a former 
postmaster.  
This gift, plus money from a tax levy, financed the one-story building of Amherst sandstone 
at the corner of Spring Street and Park Avenue. The building was completed in 1906. The 
first librarian, starting in September 1906, was Miss Maude Neiding, who served the post 
for 42 years and is the namesake of the city park on Cleveland Avenue. 



2  

CURATOR’S CORNER by Ron Sauer 
By Ron Sauer 

 
You probably think that it’s easy to sit down and write an article for the Grind-
stone.  Well, sometimes I sit down with pencil in hand and nothing comes into 
my mind.  Today is one of those days!  So I thought you all would like to 
know just what it is that a curator really does.  At times I feel like a  
glorified WINDOW DRESSER.  That is the part of being curator that I really 
love!  Other times I must decide if we accept or reject articles that  
people would like to donate to our museum.  Oh sure, it’s real easy to say 
―yes‖ to a rare or valuable antique.  But do you know how hard it is to tell some sweet lady that we just don’t 
have room for your old Singer sewing machine?  Do you know how many old gas stoves or wringer washing 
machines we would have if we took everyone offered to us?  If we had a giant pole barn to store things, I’d 
never refuse anything. 

 
It’s getting late and my eyes are starting to tire, yet I realized that I haven’t really told you what  
exactly is a curator.  Well get out your dictionary and look it up – I’m going to bed! 
 
(Merriam-Webster definition of a curator:  one who has the care and superintendence of something;  
especially: one in charge of a museum, zoo, or other place of exhibit.  Latin, from curare to care) 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 

Who Are They?  

. 
 
 
 

Taken in 1947  
at the age of 7, he grew up 
to be one of the five senior 

starters, nicknamed 
  ―Mr. Outside‖ by his  

teammates. 

1957-1958 Varsity Starting Senior Five Lineup 
 

The 1957-1958 team composed a fine record of sixteen wins and two losses, 
the two losses by one point.  The coach at this time was Art Thomas.  The club  
won the conference with only one loss (Lakeland). The first loss was to  
Wellington at Wellington. The Comets ran off twelve straight points before  
losing its first tournament game to Midview.  Midview also entered the game at 
sixteen and one.  The Comets won every home game, a fete that only hap-
pened twice in the past forty years.  The team record was also the second best 
in the past forty years.   ( Excerpt taken from Amherst High School Annual) 
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Meet Our Board of Trustees Secretary, Bernadette Wagner- Doane 
 
Bernie is a Lorain native, who grew up on Brownell Avenue in Lorain.  A St. 
Mary’s Academy graduate, she took a Secretarial Course at Oberlin School of 
Commerce.  After graduation her Grandfather Metz put in a good word for her at 
his place of employment, The Lake Terminal Railroad.  After a stint in the em-
ployment office and the payroll department of LTRR, she became secretary to 
the Superintendent of LTRR. 
 
During a sledding party down Sanitarium Hill (in Amherst!) she met a first-year medical student by the name 
of Pete Wagner.  The two were married December 27,1952.  They filled a pick-up truck with their few 
worldly goods, and headed to the great state of Missouri, where Pete was a junior in the Kirksville College 
of Osteopathic Medicine. 
 
At Northeast Missouri State Teachers' College, she became the head of the Stenography Department 
where all course-instruction manuals were typed. 
 
After Pete’s graduation, they moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where Pete spent his internship.  The young family 
then left for Middlefield in the middle of Amish Country, where he began a medical practice.  In 1957, the 
family came home to Amherst, where Pete joined the staff at Amherst Hospital. 
 
The years until Pete’s death in 1985 were filled with raising a family of 10 children, and all the activities con-
nected with such a group. The family was his pride and joy. Along with all the sport activities, a wonderful 
interest was the American Field Service, a foreign exchange program.  The family hosted students from 
Chili, Barbados, Germany, Australia and Greece, while children from the Wagner family spent a year each 
in New Zealand, Germany, Tasmania, Japan and Australia. 
 
Since all the children have been through college, the focus is now on the 37 grandchildren and their  
interests, which is Bernie’s great pride and joy. 
 
After being a widow for 21 years, a young man of 81 came into Bernie’s life and they were married on Sept. 
2, 2006.  His name is Albert Doane, himself the father of four! 
 
Interests include the Lorain Round Table, Twigbenders Club, St. Joseph Church, Friends of the Library and 
The Amherst Historical Society.     Bernie has enjoyed serving as a docent at many of the society’s village 
events and has held the office of Board Secretary since 2005. 

Amherst Reflections 
 
 
The first grain elevator-grist mill of Amherst was built in 1816 
at the corner of Tenney Avenue and Church Street.   
 
Local farmers came here to grind, store, and sell their grain. 
 
In 1869 a train passed behind the elevator (at the time the 
tracks were ground level) and the coal engine threw out 
sparks which ignited the building and burned it to the ground. 
 
 
 
From Amherst Reflections by The Amherst Business and  
Professional Women’s Club. 
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Mark Your Calendar Mark Your Calendar Mark Your Calendar    
For the UpcomingFor the UpcomingFor the Upcoming    

 
34

th
 Annual Old -Time Jamboree  

July 13,14 &15, 2007  
 

Sponsored by the  
Amherst Historical Society  

 
Featuring  

Variety of Food & Drinks  
Crafts, Vendors, & Games   

Free Entertainment  
Childrenôs Games & Activities 
Sundayôs Large Parade 

 
Come One & AllCome One & AllCome One & All    

   
Confirmed details Confirmed details Confirmed details    

will appear in the next issue.will appear in the next issue.will appear in the next issue.  
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The Early Years 
 

We continue with our series of Amherstôs early times.  The ongoing articles are being  taken  
verbatim from a booklet edited by Mrs. Fred Powers. Miss Marion Steele, Mrs. Wilmah Egeland and  
Mrs. Burton Jenne titled, Amherst, Ohio Sesquicentennial 1814-1964.   
 

1814  -  1850 
Mrs. Fred Powers 

  
There was life, to be sure, in those wooded acres when our first settlers arrived - wild life.  Indians 
(Senecas, belonging to the Sandusky tribe) were quite numerous. They looked upon the encroaching 
whites as enemies, but made no actual exhibition of this ill feeling. There was never any serious trouble  
between the Indians and Amherst’s pioneers - in fact, the early settlers often had pleasant dealings with 
some of the Indians. But they never completely trusted these nomadic men, nor did a feeling of security rest 
upon the little settlement until the last red men had removed themselves from the vicinity. 
 
Ezekial Barnes, celebrated woodsman and hunter, who could easily be the small boys’ hero of the long list 
of Amherst’s hardy pioneers, together with six or seven neighbors, figured in an incident in 1826 that drove 
most of the Indians westward to Sandusky.  So infuriated were the Indians at the method Ezekial and his 
friends used to rid the settlement of them, that they threatened to return and scalp every man, woman and 
child they could lay hands on. Naturally this savage threat worried the people, but it was never carried out.  
Thereafter , but a few Indians were ever seen in the environs of Amherst. 
 
The early settlers  did not find an abundance of game.  Deer and small game were plentiful - bears were 
few.  Among the wild beasts found in the woods and more to be feared than any other animal, except bears, 
were the  ―shack‖ hogs.  These ugly beasts, who could inflict terrible wounds with their sharp tusks were 
formidable creatures to meet in droves. Of course there were wolves, and much feared by the settlers were 
the rattlesnakes, found in great numbers in the stony ridges. 
 
The first settler in the territory now included within the boundaries of Amherst Township was Jacob Shupe. 
Born in Pennsylvania in 1778 of Dutch or German descent, he made the first clearing in the township in 
1811 on Beaver Creek, about 1-1/2 miles north of the present town of Amherst.  He was thirty-three years of 
age.  He and his hired man built the first saw mill in Lorain County. The water power from the creek, which 
was a much more powerful stream then it is today, was used to run it. Before the mill was built, all the  
sawing had to be done by hand. In 1813, soon after the saw mill was in working order, Mr. Shupe erected a 
grist mill on the Creek, thus making another valuable contribution to the community. 
 
This was indeed a wonderful thing, for previous to this time, settlers, to get their grain ground, had been 
compelled to carry it either to Chagrin Falls, 48 miles to the east, or to a mill on the Huron River, a distance 
of 30 miles to the west.  In whichever direction the settler set out, he had before him an arduous journey of 
three days duration. 
 
In 1815 Mr. Shupe started the first whiskey distillery in the township.  This venture was so successful that 
other settlers coming into the township put up distilleries, too.  In fact, at one time there was such a concen-
tration of them in one particular spot that the place was dubbed Whiskeyville, which doesn't mean that our 
pioneer fathers spent their time in riotous tippling.  For whiskey, in the beginning of the settlement, in those 
early days of a scarcity of hard cash, became a legal tender or a circulating medium.  Whiskey was often 
given in exchange for a day’s work or for various commodities.  True, it was widely used - in times of cele-
bration; to smooth the rugged path of the pioneer; to give the stimulation he needed for the hard tasks to 
which he must of necessity set his hand.  All the men drank, but few drank to excess.  Thus the man who 
ran a distillery was not looked down upon.  Rather he was considered as one giving to the community a 
much needed commodity. 
 
Next issue:   Early New Englander Settlers. 
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Salads  
 
Napoleon BLT     
stacked beefsteak tomatoes,   
mixed greens, bacon w/basil 
Vinegarette     
 
Chopped Caprese Salad     
greens, mozzarella, onions,   
tomatoes 
      
Market Greens & Goat Cheese   
     
Southern Chicken Salad    
crispy or grilled with oven roasted  
tomatoes , feta cheese, artichoke   
hearts and fresh herbs. 
      
Tuscan Turkey Caesar    
with garlic croutons    

Small Plates  
Crispy Raviolli served with arrabiata  
sauce. 
Crawfish in Garlic Butter  
 
Roasted Duck Summer Roll  
 
Grilled Naples Pizza Margarita  
tomato & mozzarella on herb crust
  
 
Roasted Red Pepper Hummus  
star starch of the day 
 
Pot Stickers  pork & ginger 
 
Panko Mozzarella Planks  served 
with tomato gravy 
 
Rosemary Onion Soup  

Panini & Sandwiches  
 
Served with hand cut fries or tuscan 
pasta salad. 
 
Florentine Chicken  over roasted  
tomatoes, spinach, alfredo sauce, 
pesto sauce 
 
Steak Gorgonzola Bermuda  
onion, mushrooms, roasted  
tomatoes 
 
Roasted Turkey Bermuda onion, 
roasted tomatoes, grain mustard, 
mozzarella 
 
Tuscan Chicken Club bacon, 
tomato, fried onions, pesto  
mayonnaise 
 
Grange Hall BLT  
 
Roasted Vegetable red peppers, 
mushrooms, Bermuda onion,  
eggplant, mozzarella 
 
Seared Hoisin Salmon roasted 
tomato cucumber on dill focaccia 
 
Italian Sausage roasted tomatoes 
peppers, onions, mozzarella 
 

Pastas  
 
 
Turkey & Sausage Cacciatore over  
 Linguine tomatoes, peppers, onion, 
garlic 
 
Chicken Picatta lemon, capers ,herbs 
 
Twice Baked Lasagna Bolognese  
alfredo and meat sauce 
 
Noe Valley Vegetable Linguine  
chefôs vegetable selection in a pesto 
sauce 
 
Sauteed Chicken Artichoke  
Scaloppine over Farfalle  thinly sliced 
chicken, artichokes, roasted tomatoes,  
capers and garlic 
 
Ginger -Seared Chicken and a Mush-
room -Infused Alfredo  
 
House Meatballs Bolognese over  
Pasta 
 
Ravioli with Sweet Potatoes  
 
Mustard Greens and Country Ham  

 
 

B lue Plates  
 
Unaccompanied entrees advised to consult Sides  

 
Pan Roasted Chicken & Sage Gravy  
 
Classic Meatloaf  
 
Southern Fried Chicken  
 
Chicken Pot Pie  
 
Open-Faced Beef, Potato & Gravy  
 
Chicken - Fried Steak  
 
Pork Chop Florentine  
 
Cowboy Steak with Sweet Potato  
Hash Browns  
 
Caspian Catch of the Day pan-seared 
fresh fish encrusted in walnut and graced with 
a plum sauce 
 
Low -Country Red Rice shrimp tomatoes, 
bacon, onion, and peppers 
 
Catfish en Papillote white flaky fish, onions, 
shallots, lemon, olives, baked in parchment  
paper 
 
Goulash  seasonal savory meats, southern  
Slav style, served over spatzle. 

Sides  
 
Old-Fashioned Potato Gratin  
 
Down Home Collard Greens  
 
Hand-Cut Fries  
 
Tuscan Pasta Salad  
 
Parmesan Smashed Potatoes  
 
Macaroni and Cheese  
 

 
 
  

J E F F E R S O N      150  



7  

       

 Meet the Chef…..  
 
Huron native, Chef Shawn Grieves is a graduate of the Culinary Institute of 
American in Hyde Park, New York.  For nine years he was general manager of 
some of Manhattan’s most distinguished restaurants (Asia de Cuba, China Grill, 
and Iridium Jazz Club) and Captain at Gustavino’s. 
 
Jefferson 150 is Chef Shawn G’s second North Coast culinary venture.     
 
   
 

To delight your sweet tooth, the Jefferson 150 offers a variety of desserts such as Coconut 
Cream Pie, Brownie Sundaes, Banana Foster, Canoli Cheese Cake,  Baked Apple and Gelato or Sorbet. Hot 
Drinks  
include Espresso, Latte, Cappuccino, or Brewed House Coffee.   Hot Cocoa or Malted Hot Cocoa also  
available. Your server will advise you regarding the restaurant’s Specialty loose teas. 
 
Available Cold Beverages consist of Southern Punch, Thai Iced Tea, Dr. Pepper Float and Bottled Water.  
Refillable beverages  comprise Mint Lemonade, Lemonade, Iced Tea, Dr. pepper, Diet Pepsi, Pepsi and 
Sprite.  Select Wines and Wine Cocktails will be listed on the menu. 
 
To quote from the Jefferson 150 menu: ―Why do New Yorkers 
flee to Florida, Swedes summer in Greece and Muscovites 
flock to Turkey?  Because the North knows the South is 
warmer, with food more flavorful, and smiles more welcoming. 
The place to relax, rewind, restart, and let loose is always 
south of you, unless you’re south of here,  
Jefferson 150 : is your culinary vacation.‖ 

 
Plans are for the restaurant to be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
Monday through Sunday with the exception of Tuesday. For  
information or to make a reservation, call 377-6582. 

By early Spring, the enticing odors of southern cuisine being  
prepared by Chef Shawn Grieves and his staff will definitely  
announce the opening of the Jefferson 150 restaurant,  

located in a converted 107 year old home on 150 Jefferson 
Street, part of the society’s Sandstone Village. Huron, Ohio  
native, Chef Shawn Grieves named the rustic restaurant in 
honor of its Jefferson Street location and President Thomas 
Jefferson, who was a connoisseur of Culinary cuisine.   
The restaurant’s unique menu, along with listing of its specialty  
entrees, is sprinkled with tidbits regarding Thomas Jefferson 
―The Wine-Lover‖, Thomas Jefferson, ―The Entertainer‖ and 
Thomas Jefferson ―The Cultivator of Tomatoes‖.   

J E F F E R S O N      150  
SOUTHERN KITCHEN ON THE NORTH COAST  
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From the President  
By John Dietrich 

 

Hello Everyone, 
 

I hope you are all surviving this frigid weather.  Perhaps by the time your 
read this article the temperatures will have moderated some. Our restaurant,  
Jefferson 150, is just about to open.  We are putting in the parking lot as I am  
writing this article and all is progressing well.   

 
Our plan is to use the Chapel and Grange Hall for small weddings,  
receptions and dinner parties offering catering through the restaurant.  We are also planning a general store, 
which will be started as soon as the restaurant is up, and running.  With the restaurant, general store and art stu-
dio we can start to generate some revenue that will enable us to add more buildings and attractions to make our 
village even more interesting.  Another of our future plans is to move the Quigley Museum to the village grounds 
to make it more accessible to the public. 
 
Work is currently being done on a long-range plan (which is not completely together as yet) so that we will know 
what our future goals are.  You will be surprised with our plans for the Society.  We have some exciting things to 
come.   
 
Stop into our office if you want to talk about our future, our past  or if you want to browse through our many 
books, articles or pictures.  The Society library is a very interesting and informative place.  We are here for the 
community, so take advantage of what we have to offer.  History is a part of everyone.   
 

April 14, 2002 noon     Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon                Grange Hall            
 
ALL VOLUNTEERS! You are cordially invited to attend an appreciation luncheon in your honor  for  the  
hours you have given this past year to benefit the society. This includes not only docents but everyone 
who has extended any type of volunteer service. A brief meeting  to share ideas on ways to improve our 
endeavor will follow a catered lunch and then off to the Quigley Museum to view the newly created 
Quarry Story display.   For reservations, please call the office at 988-7255 by April 10.    

See you there!! 

Tour Docents Needed 
Lately more groups are  requesting to tour our village and museum.  To accommodate, additional tour  
docents are needed. If you are interested in becoming a tour docent, please contact Vivienna Bickley at 
988-4234 and you’ll be given a brief training period and assistance with a costume.   

Local egg artist, Beverly Boiwka, will again be teaching Ukrainian Egg Classes at the Sandstone Village 
Gallery at 767 Milan Ave, starting Saturday, March 3, 2007 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and Wednesday,  
March 14 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m..  
 
The cost is $30.00 and includes all supplies.   Advance registration is necessary.  Call Beverly at  
988-7633 
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Genealogy Corner #14  By Orville Manes 
  
Mr. Otto Witte is the subject of the Genealogy Corner in this newsletter.  Mr. Witte was an  
early settler of Amherst with a farm and orchard that was located on North Ridge Road  
(now Cleveland Avenue, just west of Route 58, where Good Sheppard Baptist Church  
now stands).  Mr. Witte was well known throughout Lorain County and many other states  
for his work in grafting many different types of fruit and nut bearing trees.  His home and  
orchard was beautifully kept with many flowers, shrubs and trees.  The trees, which he  
had grafted, produced a variety of nuts or fruits.  Mr. Witte would trim his trees and  
shrubs into different and beautiful shapes. 
 
Mr. Witte was born May 5, 1847 in Mechlenberg Strelitz, Germany and came to the United States with his 
parents in 1853.  Mr. Witte’s first wife was Caroline Kaman and together they had four daughters, Esther 
(Mrs. Frank Steele), Effie (Mrs. Henry Kothe), Amelia (Mrs. Frank Lapp) and Minnie (Mrs. George Brown).  
He and his second wife, Mary Kruse had two children, Albert Witte and Jessie (First married to Robert Crom-

well and then married to George Knapp). An update of the Otto Witte Family has been placed in the  
genealogy library at the Amherst Historical Society office. 

Answers to WHO ARE THEY?  

L-R:   Dave Taylor, Dick Holle, Ron Gambish, Dick Mlinarik and Dick Stark 

 

The starting lineup consisted of five seniors.  The Comets ran a 1-3-1 offense and  

played a 1-2-2 defense. 

 

Dave Taylor played the point on offense and was top on defense.  

Dick Holle played a wing on offense and a wing on defense. 

Ron Gambish, the leading scorer on the team and all conference, played the swing  

spot on offense and underneath on defense. 

Dick Mlinarik played the post spot on offense and under the basket on defense. 

Dick Stark played a wing spot on offense and wing on defense. 

Dave Taylor 

 

Referred to as ñMr. Outsideò by his team-

mates and the press for his long  

twenty-foot set shots. 

Dave averaged fifteen points per game 

and was the team-leader who set up the 

offense.  In his senior year he earned  

second team  all-conference.  

 

He grew up to be Mayor of Amherst. 

Children of Otto Witte         L to R 

Ester, Effie, Albert, Amelia, Minnie and Jesse 

The Witte Homestead 

A Step Back in Time:     
Ads as they appeared in the A.H.S.  —  1919 

Amherst High School Annual 

Mary and Otto Witte 
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THE AMHERST HISTORIC AL SOCIETY  

113 South Lake Street 

Amherst, OH 44001 

Phone: 440-988-7255 

Fax: 440-988-2951 

Email: amhersthistory@centurytel.net 

Website: www.amhersthist.org 

 
 

 

 
address  

 
 

THE AMHERST HISTORIC AL SOCIETY  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

John Dietrich 

 

Wendy Barrett 

 

W. Zack Dolyk 

 

Ruth Haff 

 

Lilly Krebs 

 

Martha Pallante 

 

Dick Rice 

 

Ron Sauer 

 

Jeffrey Skaggs 

 

Dr. Eric Stocker 

 

Diane Taylor 

 

Bernie Wagner-Doane 

 

Kent Sutton 

If you are interested in becoming an advertiser, please contact the Amherst Historical Society office at  
988-7255 or email: amhersthistory@centurytel.net 

The following are helping support the Grindstone Newsletter through advertising. 


