The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter

March/April 2007

The Grindstone

May 19,2007
Tea Time Around the
World
Grange Hall 2:00 p.m.

June 3, 2007
Village Fair
Sandstone Village &
Quigley Museum
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

July 13, 14, & 15, 2007
Old-Time Jamboree
City Parking Lot Corner of
Tenney Ave & Church St.

August 26,2007
Village Fair
Sandstone Village &
Quigley Museum
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

September 26,2007
a The Role o
the Undergro
Presented by Mary
Bernower of Alliance, Ohio
7:30 p.m.

December 2, 2007
Christmas in the Village
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

December 19, 2007
Annual Christmas Party
Grange Hall 6:00

Inside Features

Curator Corner
Who Are They?
Bernadette Wagner-Doane
Old-Time Jamboree
Early Years
Jefferson 150
From the President
Beverly Boiwka
Otto Witte Family

The Amherst Historical Society 2007 Program Events

General Membership Meeting
March 28, 2007 7:30 p.m. Grange Hall

Our first General Membership Meeting of this year features Bill Cutcher who will be

presenting his Power Point program entfi
Just as a reminder, Bi | |-gramdfathers amd his &ather,a
his uncle, brother, cousins and Bill himself were all Lake Erie commercial fisherman.
| f yougre one who does or doesng¢t f i sHh
daya arrives from the | ake to your pl g

General Membership Meeting
April 25, 2007 7:30 p.m. Grange Hall
©Old I ndian Ridge Museuma
Presented by Ron Sauer & Matt Nahorn

7] This picture was taken in 1981. It shows Colonel Raymond
-4 - . . .

| Vietzen and Ron Sauer discussing an iron axe that once

| belonged to Chief Logan. The Colonel never went

| anywhere without his old 35mm camera.

. | On April 25 the program will be a slide show featuring the

| | famous Indian Ridge Museum that once stood at the

| corner of West Ridge Road and Fowl Road in Elyria

| Township. Matt Nahorn has taken the torch from Colonel

- | Vietzen and has vowed to try to reassemble the contents
‘lof the old museum in his o\
~Museuma.

Come to the General Meeting and enjoy an evening viewing the great old displays
that once were in the finest museum in Ohio. Ron Sauer and Matt Nahorn want to
assure you that you wil!/ not be &BOREL

Reminder: The General Membership Meetings are not restricted to members only
so invite your friends to attend with you. The business meeting is brief and
informal. Refreshments and a social hour follow each program.

Did you know...The Amherst Public Library had its beginning in 1904 when a grant was
secured from the Andrew Carnegie Foundation through the efforts of A. Baker, a former
postmaster.

This gift, plus money from a tax levy, financed the one-story building of Amherst sandstone
at the corner of Spring Street and Park Avenue. The building was completed in 1906. The
first librarian, starting in September 1906, was Miss Maude Neiding, who served the post
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for 42 years and is the namesake of the city park on Cleveland Avenue.




CURATORG¢S CORNER by Ron Salu
By Ron Sauer A

You probably think that itc¢cs easy t d wi
stone. Well, sometimes | sit down with pencil in hand and nothing comes into
my mind. Today is one of those days! So | thought you all would like to
know just what it is that a curator really does. At times | feel like a
glorified WINDOW DRESSER. That is the part of being curator that | really
love! Other times | must decide if we accept or reject articles that
people would I|Iike to donate to our . sur e,
dAyesa to a rare or valuable antique. But do you Kknq
have room for your old Singer sewing machine? Do you know how many old gas stoves or wringer washing
machines we would have if we took everyone offered
never refuse anything.
lt¢cs getting |l ate and my eyes are starting to tire,
exactly is a curator. Well get out your dictionary and lookitupadl ¢m going to bed!
(Merriam-Webster definition of a curator: one who has the care and superintendence of something;
especially: one in charge of a museum, zoo, or other place of exhibit. Latin, from curare to care)
Who Are They?
Taken in 1947
at the age of 7, he grew up
to be one of the five senior
starters, nicknamed
aAMr . Outsidea

teammates.

1957-1958 Varsity Starting Senior Five Lineup

The 1957-1958 team composed a fine record of sixteen wins and two losses,
the two losses by one point. The coach at this time was Art Thomas. The club
won the conference with only one loss (Lakeland). The first loss was to
Wellington at Wellington. The Comets ran off twelve straight points before
losing its first tournament game to Midview. Midview also entered the game at
sixteen and one. The Comets won every home game, a fete that only hap-
pened twice in the past forty years. The team record was also the second best
in the past forty years. ( Excerpt taken from Amherst High School Annual)




Meet Our Board of Trustees Secretary, Bernadette Wagner- Doane

Bernie is a Lorain native, who grew up on Brownell Avenue in Lorain. A St.
Maryc¢cs Academy graduate, she took a
Commerce. After graduation her Grandfather Metz put in a good word for her at
his place of employment, The Lake Terminal Railroad. After a stint in the em-
ployment office and the payroll department of LTRR, she became secretary to
the Superintendent of LTRR.

Coul

During a sledding party down Sanitarium Hill (in Amherst!) she met a first-year medical student by the name
of Pete Wagner. The two were married December 27,1952. They filled a pick-up truck with their few
worldly goods, and headed to the great state of Missouri, where Pete was a junior in the Kirksville College
of Osteopathic Medicine.

At Northeast Missouri State Teachers' College, she became the head of the Stenography Department
where all course-instruction manuals were typed.

After Peteg¢s graduati on, they moved to Clevel and, Ol
then left for Middlefield in the middle of Amish Country, where he began a medical practice. In 1957, the
family came home to Amherst, where Pete joined the staff at Amherst Hospital.

The years until Petec¢cs death in 1985 were filled wiHi
nected with such a group. The family was his pride and joy. Along with all the sport activities, a wonderful

interest was the American Field Service, a foreign exchange program. The family hosted students from

Chili, Barbados, Germany, Australia and Greece, while children from the Wagner family spent a year each

in New Zealand, Germany, Tasmania, Japan and Australia.

Since all the children have been through college, the focus is now on the 37 grandchildren and their
interests, which is Berniec¢cs great pride and joy.

After being a widow for 21 years, a young man of 81
2, 2006. His name is Albert Doane, himself the father of four!

Interests include the Lorain Round Table, Twigbenders Club, St. Joseph Church, Friends of the Library and
The Amherst Historical Society. Bernie has enj o)
events and has held the office of Board Secretary since 2005.

Ambherst Reflections

The first grain elevator-grist mill of Amherst was built in 1816
at the corner of Tenney Avenue and Church Street.

Local farmers came here to grind, store, and sell their grain.
In 1869 a train passed behind the elevator (at the time the

tracks were ground level) and the coal engine threw out
sparks which ignited the building and burned it to the ground.

From Amherst Reflections by The Amherst Business and
Professional Womenc¢cs Club.




