
 

 

 
Firehouse Museum 

 
Construction will soon start on the Amherst Firehouse Museum to be located on the  
village grounds.  The 900 square foot brick and sandstone building will house vintage 
Amherst fire fighting equipment and area fire memorabilia.   
 
The material costs for this museum will be partially be covered by an appropriation from 
the State of Ohio. The matching funds for this project will be provided by the multi-
talented Amherst firemen volunteering their time and talents to construct the museum. 
Any additional funding to complete this project will come from contributions and fundrais-
ing.  Please support the Amherst Fire Department and the Amherst Historical Society 
toward the realization of this museum by making a contribution that will be gladly ac-
cepted. 
 
At the June 14 ñDiscovering the Pastò event, the Amherst firemen will be on the grounds 
with some of their fire fighting equipment and a fire engine for the kids of all ages to ex-
plore.  Chief Northeim along with members of the Amherst Fire Department will be on 
hand to discuss the building plans for the museum. 

May / June 2009 

The Grindstone 
Coming Events 

 
     General Meeting 
 April 22, 2009  7:30 p.m. 
 Grange Hall/Schoolhouse  
ºClothing from 1810 to 1950» 
 Presented by  Rodney Beals 
 Black River Historical Society 

 
 

      General Meeting  
 May 27, 2009  7:30 p.m. 
 Grange Hall/Schoolhouse 
ºGenealogy Through the  
Computer»  Presented by 
     Margaret Cheney 
 
 

Opening of Quigley and  
Amherst Sandstone Village 
May 3 to September 27, 2009        

Tours: 2:00 to 3:00  
Tours: 3:00 to 4:00  
$3.00 per person 

 
 

Discovering the Past Event 
           June 14, 2009   
Sandstone Village Grounds  
 

 
Old Time Jamboree 

July 10, 11, 12, 2009 
       Downtown Amherst  
 
 

 
Archeological Society 
Artifact Show & Sale 

         August 16, 2009 
Sandstone Village Grounds 

The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter 

 

Sandstone Village ­Discovering the Past® Event 

Sunday June 14, 2009  2:00 to 5:00 p.m.  
 
Bring everyone from the kids to grandma and grandpa to the big spring ñDiscovering 
the Pastò event.  The program is a joint effort between The Amherst Historical Society 
and Firelands Archeological Research Center, the organization that is occupying a new 
building in the Amherst Sandstone Center.   
 
Some of the entertainment scheduled for this affair on June 14 will include a mock dig 
for children (isnôt there a little archeologist in all of us, starting at an early age?), thereôll 
be a historic apothecary with herbs and other old time cures and the kids will delight in 
having their faces decorated with ñwar paintò and in the Native American crafts at an 
outdoor table.    
 
In the schoolhouse youôll find a regional shipwreck archeology display and presentation 
by Dr. ñEdò Herndendorf and, of course, the new Research Center lab building will be 
open for you to observe their on going research. Dave Pierce will bring his delicious 
food in his covered wagon, so donôt cook at home. Crafters and vendors are welcome 
with free space, so just call the office at 988-7255 to reserve a spot.  Why drive miles 
away for a Sunday afternoonôs entertainment when you can enjoy yourselves so close 
to home.   Join us! 
 

This is a free event, but donations to support the Amherst Historical  
Society and the Amherst Sandstone Village as always is appreciated . 
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From the President  By John Dietrich 
  
Well spring is finally here!  Flowers are blooming, grass is growing and everyone is happy to 
be out in the fresh air after being cooped up inside during this past winter.  Isnôt it great to 
feel the warm sun ï in fact it is wonderful just to see the sun. 
  
Spring is coming alive and so is your historical society.  Soon the Amherst fireman will start their new building 
that will house many of the artifacts that tell the history of the Amherst Fire Department.   
 
We are planning to open an antique shop, work continues to finish a new restroom in a building at the North 
West portion of the village and discussions are ongoing as to what should go into the reminder of that build-
ing.  In our July/August newsletter we should have an outline of what we are planning for the area along the 
railroad going west from the new Fire Museum.  The building and lands committee is very excited about our 
new development plans and we think our plans will excite our membership and visitors as well. 
  
Please remember Neal Jenne in your thoughts and send him a card as he continues with his treatments and 
recovery.   
 

Support our Advertisers and Local Business 

Rebecca Wisniewski  
Independent Senior Sales  

Director 

 

 

 

 

 
As the analysis of artifacts from last season continues, we are beginning to prepare for another exciting field 
season starting as early as mid-May. We will be back at the Heckleman site this spring and summer to further 
investigate the activities of the inhabitants who seem to have a close connection with Native Americans living to 
our south, closer to the Ohio River. Joining us at the site this summer will be the Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History with its Archaeology In Action summer field school. This field school will include detailed instruction on 
proper survey and excavation techniques as well as the thrill of discovery on this unique Middle Woodland site. 
Students can sign up for the school for as little as one week, or as much as four to five weeks (depending on 
availability). Please visit www.cmnh.org then click on research and then on archaeology for more details or to 
sign up. 
If you would like to see our lab analysis in action, remember that the lab is open most Sundays from 10:00 am 
to 3:00 pm on the grounds of the Sandstone Village (check www.firelandsarchaeology.org for dates and times). 
Also, on June 14 there will be a village event Discovering the Past, which will include archaeological displays 
and activities. Come see what there is to discover. 
 
Brian Scanlan, President 
Firelands Archaeological Research Center 

http://www.cmnh.org/
http://www.firelandsarchaeology.org/
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ART GALLERY and STUDIO 
At SANDSTONE VILLAGE 

767 Milan Ave  Amherst, Ohio 
 

Gallery 440-984-4442 

 
 
 

Bulk Landscaping Materials  

 

LorMet Credit Union  
 

2051 Cooper Foster 
Rd. 

 
Amherst, OH 44001  

 
òLocal Community Bank-

ing  at itõs best.ó 

 

2009 Olde Time Jamboree 
By Kathy Litkovitz, Jamboree Chairman 

Itôs time for the 36th Annual Old-Time Jamboree again and the Jamboree committee and I have been busy  
planning for this yearôs festival.  The Jamboree will be held on July 10th, 11th and 12th.  Ruth Haff has, 
once again, organized a lot  of fun entertainment for our listening pleasure.  Although the schedule is not 
completed to date, she has booked the Amherst Community Chorus, Patriots Community Band and fea-
tured on Saturday night will be the Naked Monkeys. 
 
This year we will be having the Pet Parade sponsored by the Amherst Public Library and a Pizza Eating Contest  
sponsored by Darrell and Denise McCarty of Olde Town Pizza House.  I am happy to say that we will have  the  
Amherst Super Star Singing Contest ï rain or shine.  We have an alternate venue in case of rain so no one will be  
disappointed like last year. 
 
Martha Pallante and Donna Rumpler will manage the Amherst Historical Society Booth which will feature the very  
popular baskets for a Chinese Raffle along with live plants for sale.  John Dunn, member of the Amherst Historical  
Society Board of Directors has volunteered to manage the Beer Booth and he is looking for people to man the booth. 
I am very proud to announce that Lilly Krebs has been chosen this yearôs ñVolunteer of the Yearò and Mainstreet  
Amherst President, Judy Recknagel has been selected as our Parade Marshal.  It truly looks like we have the makings 
of a very successful Jamboree and I look forward to seeing you all there and working with you. 

 

This is a free community event!  
Come enjoy the entertainment, the food, the displays and most of all ï  

Come and socialize with your friends and neighbors!  

Quarry Story Program 
On March 24  residents of The Welcome Nursing Home in Oberlin enjoyed a  power point presentation of the Quarry Story 

given by Bob Pallante. Several in the group were familiar with the quarries; one related her father, brother and nephew had 

worked there for forty years and another resident, born and raised in South Amherst, well recalled the Buckeye Hotel.  One 

resident came prepared to take notes and another with the book, ñSandstone Center of the World.ò  They expressed interest in 

possibly visiting the village this summer. 

Longaberger Rare ñTour With Me Street Basketò Jamboree Donation 
 

Pam Faragher, Independent Longaberger Basket Consultant, donating a rare Longaberger 

basket to Jamboree Chairman, Kathy Litkovitz. The basket will be among those at the  

Amherst Historical Society Booth as part of the Chinese Basket Raffle. The ñTour With Me 

Street Basketò is not available through any Longaberger catalog but only to consultants as 

acknowledgment awards. The basket, valued at $200.00, measures approximately 17ò in 

height, 26ò in diameter and 83 1/2ò across the top. Pam also donated the large Longaberger  

picnic basket that was raffled at last yearôs Jamboree. Thank you, Pam!  Several of the  

Chinese raffle baskets, including the Street basket, will be on display at the June 14 

ñDiscovering the Pastò event in the village. A basket raffle ticket can be purchased either at 

the village event or at the Jamboree. Winners will be notified on July 12.  
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History of Amherst 
1850 - 1890 

Written by Miss Marion Steele.  Taken from Amherst Ohio Sesquicentennial 1814 - 1964 
 
Milo Harris, 1812-1904, was one of the first boys born in the village. He was the son of Josiah Harris, founder of 
the town. Milo Harris was the first sheriff of Lorain County in 1861. It is recorded he was a very staunch citizen of 
the town. His was a life that did much to build up the village and to establish justice and right. His daughter was 
Lucia Harris Parker, an interested citizen of our town for many years. 
 
The stone industry has given Amherst world prominence. A brief story of the quarries is quoted from Midden-
forfôs Amherst, Our Town. 
 
ñ In 1847, a hard-working business man by the name of Henry Warner sent some stone from what was known 
as Brownhelm Quarry.  Until that time, landowners were unhappy about the many stones they found on their 
lands. Many went so far as to call lands with a great deal of stone on themðwasteland. The stone shipped by 
Warner was destined for Canada. The buyer of the stone was John Worthington, a big government contractor in 
Canada. The name of Worthington was to play an important part in the stone industry of Amherst. During that 
same year, Mr. Worthington purchased a tract of quarry land of sandstone and developed the first quarry in the 
Amherst district.ò 
 
ñ Between 1850 and 1870, sandstone grew in importance as a building material. It came into demand for side-
walk, curbing and paving of streets.   A great change occurred in Amherst after the first small opening was made 
for the taking out of the stone. The so-called waste lands rose in value. Ownership of quarry lands passed 
through many hands during the following decades.  The entire northern and western sections of the township 
became crowded with men and machines, steam and stone.ò 
 
ñ Through the efforts of the various owners of the quarries, Amherst sandstone came to be in demand through-
out the world. Quarrying sandstone was big business in Amherst. Its importance can be seen by a survey of 
some of the stone companies operating in the Amherst area in 1879. Among the many stone companies were 
Worthington & Sons Company, the Wilson & Hughes Stone Company, the Ohio Stone Company, L. Halderman 
& Son Company, the Amherst Stone Company, the Clough Stone Company, and Nichol & Miller Company.  In 
addition there were about half a dozen smaller quarries plus those worked by farmers on their lands for their 
own use.ò  ñOther businesses sprang up as a result of stone production. One such business was that of George 
E. Hall and Company. This company opened the first stone saw mill in the area in 1868.ò 
 
ñ The first stone blocks were hauled on wagons to Vermilion and by boat to Canada. As the demand for stone 
increased, an easier way and more practical method for shipping stone had to be found. The Clough Stone 
Company built a narrow-gauge railroad  from its quarry to a company wharf on Lake Erie at Oak Point. The 
stone was first loaded on flat cars following a downhill grade to the stone landing pier. Waiting east-and west-
bound ships were loaded with building stone or grindstones, and the empty cars were pulled uphill by mules. 
Mules soon proved to be too slow. A small engine replaced the mules until the lake Shore Railroad made its 
rates so low that it soon became more practical to ship by rail than water.ò The demand for sandstone and its 
large scale production drew many people into the stone industry.  
 
A great many people came into the Amherst area, bought tracts of land, and opened quarries.  They hoped to 
make large fortunes. 

The ñQuigley Crewò seems to have dwindled to three of four ladies who accession artifacts, work on 
displays and even prepare lunch for board meeting every other month.   
 

Need we mention weôd like help at any or all of these tasks. 

 
Call Viv at 988-4234 if you have any Wednesday mornings freeé. and you are sure to enjoy yourself. 
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How well do you remember our coins and bills?  Take the Currency Quizé.no peeking! 

  

Newest United Stated Minted Coins 

1. Who is featured on the  U.S. $1 dollar bill? 

 Thomas Jefferson 

 George Washington 

 Abraham Lincoln 

 

2. Who is featured on the U.S. $5 dollar bill? 

 Abraham Lincoln 

 James Madison 

 Alexander Hamilton 

 

3. Who is featured on the U.S. $10 dollar bill? 

 Woodrow Wilson 

 Andrew Jackson 

 Alexander Hamilton 

 

4. Who is featured on the U.S. $20 dollar bill? 

 Andrew Jackson 

 James Madison 

 Abraham Lincoln 

 

5. Who is featured on the U.S. $50 dollar bill? 

 William McKinley 

 Woodrow Wilson 

 Ulysses S. Grant 

 

6. Who is featured on the U.S.$100 dollar bill? 

 Benjamin Franklin 

 William McKinley 

 Andrew Jackson  

1. Who is featured on the U.S. penny? 

 John Adams 

 Abraham Lincoln 

 Andrew Jackson 

 

2. Who is featured on the U.S. nickel? 

 Thomas Jefferson 

 George Washington 

 Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 

3. Who is featured on the U.S. dime? 

 Andrew Jackson 

 Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 William Howard Taft 

 

4. Who is featured on the U.S. quarter? 

 George Washington 

 Grover Cleveland 

 Theodore Roosevelt 

 

5. Who is featured on the U.S. half-dollar? 

 Woodrow Wilson 

 John F. Kennedy 

 Benjamin Franklin 
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WELCOME TO THE AMHERST SANDSTONE VILLAGE 

MAY 3rd TO SEPTEMBER 27th 
OPENING 

You may join a guided tour of all the buildings or just walk about the grounds. 

 

Your tour begins at the Hickory Tree Grange Hall, 

the only sandstone building in its original location.  

Erected in 1879, the building was originally a one-

room schoolhouse before becoming a Grange.  In 

October the village award winning ñOne Room 

Schoolhouseò program takes place over a three week 

period for approximately 300 third grade students.  

You will be able to see the hall set up as it is for the 

1800ôs school program during your tour.   

Next on your visit is the  St. George Chapel  which 

boasts the unique charm and beauty of a true country 

chapel. Constructed in 1882, as a one room schoolhouse, 

it was restored into a sandstone chapel and used as an 

Episcopalian church until sold and converted into an 

apartment.  Its artifacts and pews were donated by nu-

merous Amherst churches.  Many couples are hosting 

their weddings in the vintage setting.  As you leave the 

chapel donôt forget to ring the tower bell! 

 The Amherst Auto Garage is  

original to the property and con-

tains a 1920 Model T Ford and a 

1920ôs Chevy Stake truck donated 

by Evan Nord. As well on display 

are many artifacts found in repair 

garages of that era. 

You enter a 1925 B&O 1-5 Caboose 

to view the railway car renovated to 

its original décor with potbelly stove 

pipe, water tank, and smoke stack. 

The walls contain a pictorial history 

of the 1916 Amherst Train Wreck 

and its impact on the village. 

The Firelands Archaeological  

Research Center, our latest addition 

to the village, conducts field and 

laboratory work studying the past 

human culture of the inhabitants of 

northern Ohio hundreds of years ago.  

The Jenne Building Art Gallery is unique to the Sandstone Village allowing 

the visitor a relaxing interlude to browse various works of art and distinctive 

crafts.   The gallery contains the pen and ink drawings of Neal Jenne, Artist in 

Residence, as well as the works of many of the area artists.   

 

Your visit to the gallery is ideal for those ñonly one of a kindò gift ideas. The 

walls offer collective  works of art  and among various items on display are 

Ukrainian eggs, shell creations, hand carved boxes and jewelry. 
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The Harris-Dute House built in 1843, is the oldest build-

ing moved to the village and a classic example of the 

ñGreek Revivalò style of architecture so common in rural 

America  before the Civil War.  Each room in the two story 

house is completely restored representing the style of the 

1840ôs to 1880ôs. 

Your tour continues to... 

The Octagonal Barn and Carriage House is an 

early 20th century 8 sided barn and one of the 

few remaining in Ohio.  Built to withstand high 

winds and to conserve lumber, this geometric 

barn houses vintage farm tools and a full black 

mannequin horse with an Albany cutter sleigh. 

The Pig Barn is the fourth original 

sandstone structure displayed in the 

village. The building was erected  

entirely of cut sandstone quarried 

around 1890 from the Amherst  quar-

ries and used exclusively as a pig 

barn. 

The Blacksmith Shop is a replica of 

a Vermont shop. It was constructed 

mainly of Amherst sandstone as well 

as pre-Civil War maple wood.   

During scheduled function, a black-

smith is in the shop to give actual 

demonstrations. 

The Quigley Museum  is the original house built by Joseph Quigley in 1832. 

Mr. Quigley, one of the earliest quarry owners, used sandstone to build his 

home which was excavated from a small quarry located 1.5 miles east of the 

house.  The museum houses multiple and abundant exhibits  that celebrate the 

life and accomplishments of Amherstonians since the founding of our city.   

On display are numerous artifacts which reflect early quarry days, vintage 

medical and dental instruments and military articles dating from the Civil 

War to WWII.  

The exterior features have remained essentially untouched, making this build-

ing a rare example of early sandstone architecture. 

The Village Stone Carver Shop is   

where you will find Bill Provident, mas-

ter stone carver. Billôs work has been 

displayed both locally and nationally.  

You will see his current projects which 

includes painting, sculpturing and of 

course stone carving. 


