
   

May / June 2007 

The Grindstone 
Coming Events 

 
July 13, 14, & 15, 2007 

Old-Time Jamboree 
City Parking Lot Corner of 
Tenney Ave & Church St. 

 
August 26,2007 

Village Fair 
Sandstone Village &  

Quigley Museum 
2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 
September 26,2007 

 äThe Role of the Quilt in 
the Underground Railroadå 

Presented by Mary 
Bernower of Alliance, Ohio 

7:30 p.m. 
 

December 2, 2007 
Christmas in the Village 

2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
 

December 19, 2007 
Annual Christmas Party 

Grange Hall  6:00 

 

The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter 

        The Amherst Historical Society 2007 Program Events 

äTea Time Around the Worldå 
Saturday May 19, 2007  2:00 p.m.  

Grange Hall/Schoolhouse 
 
No matter if sheçs a young lady or a mature one, all  

ladies love a tea party and our up coming event is certain to be no  
exception.  Weçll take you around the world by offering tea time  
delicacies enjoyed in other countries.   
 Call the office at 988-7255 for your tickets, which are $8.00 for 
adults and $5.00 for children under 12.  A musical program will add to 
your enjoyment. 

Sandstone Village Fair 
Sunday June 3, 2007 

2:00 - 5:00 
  
 This yearçs event will feature entertainment for all ages ! 
 

In the Chapel :  
   

Mark Castilow and his son, Luke, will display their prize  
     winning hand carved decoys. 

 
On the grounds:  

 
The Car Coddlers of Ohio will have their antique autos on display. 

      There will be organ grinder music by Marsha and Bob Ebert.  
      Joining  them will be six others playing antique organ grinders             

commonly referred to as Monkey Organ Grinders.  
 

In the Schoolhouse:   
 

At 2:30 and 3:30  The Ballroom Dance Place will present their program 
 äBallroom Dancing Down Through the Ageså for your enjoyment. 
 
Children's games, pony rides, a pick up vintage baseball game  and 
much more, including food served from the Grange Hall/ Schoolhouse 
kitchen will complete the afternoon. 

Happy  
May Motherçs Day 

& June Fatherçs Day 

Inside Features  
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Advertiserôs Page 
First Kindergarten  

From The President  
May Meeting  

Kathy Litkovitz  
Genealogy Corner  

Wish List  
Yoga Classes  



2  

CURATORçS CORNER  
By Ron Sauer 

                   
 
 In my last article I tried to tell you just what being a curator means.  In 
my case I called myself a äGlorified Window Dresserå.  What I didnçt tell you 
was the small army of dedicated volunteers and even our paid staff that works 
very hard behind the scenes making me älook goodå.  There are the ladies who 
come to the Quigley Museum every Wednesday to catalog and then box  
artifacts.  The boxes are then put in their proper places so that I can find them 
and make interesting displays in the various museums.  Shirley Young, Viv Bickley, Lilly Krebs, Laura Mengel 
and June Ewald are these tireless workers.  To be surrounded by such a bevy of beauties is all the pay I 
need.   
 
 Orville Manes and Willard Mengel (Lauraçs late husband) were the two men who really could get 
things done in a hurry.  I used to call Orville and Willard the äRight Brotherså.  It seems they were always  
doing things the right way.  Willard was great at getting men to volunteer.  One morning we were going to pick 
up a showcase that was being donated by a local businessman.  Willard needed three men for the job.  Well, 
nine men showed up with two pick-up trucks and a van.  Willard, I really miss you. 
 

In todayçs world I couldnçt do my job of acquiring large and heavy artifacts without the help of my 
äThree Musketeerså namely Bud Meitzke, Red Branscum and Terry Traster.  The three are great workers and 
great friends of our historical society.   

 
And last, but not least, is Donna Rumpler.  She does such a great job running our office as executive 

assistant.  She brings order to the somewhat chaotic world of a historical society.  She not only does her 
work, but also always finds time to give me a hand at the Quigley Museum.  The first time I met Donna I knew 
she was special.  My first words to her were äWhere have you been?  We have been waiting for someone like 
you to come alongå.  She hasnçt disappointed me! 

 
I guess what Içm trying to say is äThank Youå to all these wonder people for making my job so much 

easier.  I stand and applaud you all for working so hard and for caring about Amherstçs great history.  I know 
that I have left off the names of dozens of people who have kept our societyçs dream alive, but you all know 
who you are so: 

äTHANK YOU ALL!!å 
 

NOTE: The Quigley Museum and Sandstone Museum Center will be open every Sunday staring May 6 to 
September 2  from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. and is free to the public.  Organized village tours are scheduled at 2:00 
and 3:00 p.m. only. Tour fee is 3.00 for adults and  free for children under 12. The Quigley Museum is  
included in the tour. The Village will be closed Motherçs Day, Fatherçs Day, Jamboree Sunday, July 15.,  
for a private event on July 22 and Labor Day weekend. Tours will convene at the Grange Hall / Schoolhouse. 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

At the 1939 Village Revue, this hometown 
girl spoke her one line, åIsnçt it time to put the 
pie in the oven?å  . 

          WHO ARE THEY? 

 

During this young Amherstoniançs military  
career, he was a topographer. . 
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Quarry Story Update 
 
 Many of you may have seen the four Youngstown State University graduate students researching 
quarry material at our society office in preparation for their development of the Quarry Story traveling exhibit 
funded by our recently acquired Ohio Humanities Grant.  The students assigned to the project are Krista 
Wagner, Pam Zembower, and Jason Sotlar, who are graduate students in the YSU American Studies  
program and Rachel Moses who is a graduate student in History. All are currently enrolled in the YSU 2007 
spring semester Museum Curation and Interpretation II program.  
 
 In the fall of 2006 they completed Museum Curation and Interpretation I where they studied museum 
history, theory and ethics.  In Curation II, they are implementing the knowledge they gained the previous  
semester by performing background research, selecting images and scripting and designing the traveling  
exhibit. As well, they are developing grade appropriate educational material to accompany the exhibit that can 
be used by teachers in their classroom. 
 
 In addition, Tammy Troop, who is an YSU history graduate assistant, funded by the Historical  
Society, is organizing the quarry collection, which is stored in the basement of the Harris Dute House.  To 
date, Tammy has computed and assigned accession numbers to 1,327 blueprints and 1,004 archival  
documents. Her work is facilitating the production of the exhibit and educational materials. 
 
 Dr. Donna DeBlasio, Associate Professor, YSU Department of History, stated that the Amherst Quarry 
Story project is providing an opportunity for her class to complete their hands-on project assignment while 
gaining valuable hands-on experience, which will benefit them in their future careers. 
 
 

Note the early 1900çs apparel of the day. 
Hats, gloves, button shoes and umbrella 

Lady Visitors at Buckeye Quarry 
1913 

Electric Power Plant at the Quarry Co.  
Amherst, Ohio  1906 

Front: F.A. Jones, E.F. Engle, F.J. Brown 
Back: T. Haywood, E Billman, (Watchmen) 
          A.F. Nally, Photographer, O. Edwards  

National Council on Public History 
 

The National Council on Public History, a professional organization, is devoted to the study and practice 
of public history.  On April 12-15  the NCPH is holding its annual conference in Santa Fe, NM and has 
accepted Youngstown State Universityçs application to conduct a panel discussion titled: A Quarry Story: 
Preserving and Interpreting Work Processes at the Cleveland Quarries, 1880çs - 2005.   
Panel participants will be YSU professors, Dr. Martha Pallante, Dr. Donna DeBlasio and Dr. Thomas 
Leary and Amherst Historical Society member, Martha Pallante. 

A Step Back in TimeÜ.to the early quarries. 
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Beginnings of an Amherst Industry: Nordson Corporation 

Amherstçs Nordson Corporation 
has grown considerably from 1911 
when this photograph was taken of 
the interior of the original U.S. 
Automatic plant on Jackson Street 
showing workers at automatic 
screw machines. The white-coated 
man is John Strohmeier, who 
worked for the company almost 
from its beginning.  According to 
long time  employee, Cliff Berry, 
this is the older U.S. Automatic 
shop, not one of the buildings con-
structed during World War ll. 

 The U.S. Automatic Company, parent company of Nordson Corporation, was founded in Amherst in 
1909. Initially, the company specialized in high-volume, low-cost screw machine parts for the then emerging 
automotive  industry. The company was reorganized in 1935 as U.S. Automatic Corporation and, under the 
direction of Walter G. Nord, shifted its production emphasis to lower-volume, high-precision parts that were 
critical in supporting the United Statesç defense effort during World War ll. 
 
 In the years following the war, Mr. Nord, along with sons Eric and Evan, searched for a proprietary 
product to serve as a basis for future  growth.  This resulted in the acquisition of patents covering the ähot 
airlesså method of spraying paint and other coating materials. The Nordson Division of U.S. Automatic  
Corporation was founded in 1954 to produce and market airless spray equipment. 
 
 In the mid 1960çs Nordsonçs experience in heated coating technology led to the development of 
equipment to apply thermoplastic adhesives, commonly called hot melts, for case sealing, cartoning and 
product assembly operations. In 1966, the entire U.S. Automatic operation was merged into the subsidiary, 
Nordson Corporation. Later, the addition of air-atomized spray painting systems and the incorporation of 
highly efficient electrostatics in airless, air-atomized spray painting systems, and the incorporation of highly 
efficient electrostatics in airless, air-atomized and rotary-atomized painting processes, established Nordson 
as a technological leader in the paint finishing industry. 
 
 Nordsonçs products are used around the world in the appliance, automotive, bookbinding,  
construction, container, converting, electronics, food and beverage, furniture, medical. metal finishing,  
nonwovens. packaging, semiconductor, life sciences and other diverse industries. Nordsonçs more than 
3,800 employees are located in direct operations and sales support offices in 30 countries.  The company 
has working relationships with more than 165 distributor organizations, expanding its worldwide presence to 
57 countries. 
 
 The company is organized  into three major business segments - adhesive dispensing systems,  
advanced technology systems, and finishing systems - each supported by a worldwide sales and service 
network to better serve its global customer base.  Encouraged by the success of its recent acquisitions, 
Nordson continues to look for opportunities to grow and improve its product offering to continually meet the 
needs of its customersÜall from its humble beginning in Amherst. 
 
 
Further information regarding Nordson Corporation, its executive management, businesses or community endeavors 
can be found on their website: www.nordson.com 
 
 

The above text was obtained from www.nordson.com and Amherst Reflections. 
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Did you know...Physically this corner of Cleveland Avenue hasnçt changed much since February, 1919 when 
this picture postcard was mailed.  The corner store has housed a drug store, a realty office and presently an 
attorneyçs office. 
 
Three means of transportation are shown here, on the left a streetcar on  
Cleveland Avenue and on the right horse-drawn buggies and ähorseless  
carriageså on Park Avenue, at that time called Elyria Street. 

Meet our Old-Time Jamboree Chairperson: Kathleen (Kathy) Litkovitz 
 
 Kathy was born in Lorain and grew up in Sheffield Township.  Her maiden name is 
Reising.  She and her family lived right next to the Sheffield Township Fire Department.  
Kathyçs father, Edwin Reising, was the only full time fireman for the township for thirty-two 
years.  Her mother, Roxanna DePalma Reising, was a schoolteacher.  Her maternal  
grandfather, Rocco DePalma, owned the DePalma Coal Company.  Her paternal  
grandfather, Conrad Reising, owned a meat market in Lorain and two shoe stores, one of 
which was right downtown in Amherst. 

 

Kathy attended St. Joseph School in Lorain through the 8th grade.  She graduated from Clearview 
High School.  After graduation she worked for the Lorain County Recorders Office and while working there 
attended the Kent State University Extension in Elyria for two years where she received an associated  
degree in Business Administration and Finance.  Kathy had intended on going on to get her Bachelorçs  
degree until one Sunday evening while bowling with her older brother in a league she happened to spot this 
good looking guy talking to her brotherçs friend a few alleys away.  She immediately thought to herself, äIçm 
going to marry that guy.å  Well, to make a long story short, he was good looking, had a good job, a brand 
new Pontiac Catalina convertible (midnight blue, no less) and then cupid struck and as they say the rest is 
history.  Guess you know this good-looking guy is Kathyçs husband, Ted, whom she married in February of 
1966.  In all fairness to Ted, he had just gotten out of the Air Force, got a job at BF Goodrich and bought that 
midnight blue convertible to impress the ladies but as fate would have it Kathy was the only one to ride in 
that convertible. 

 
Kathy and Ted bought their first home in Lorain a few months after they married.  They have two 

grown daughters, Rebecca Wisniewski of Amherst and Amy Koncelik of Hilliard, soon to be moving to  
Westlake.  Kathy and Ted have five grandchildren ranging in age from 3 to almost 13.  Kathy and Ted donçt 
want to elaborate on how wonderful and beautiful their grandchildren are but it suffices to say that those two 
girls and three boys are the light of their lives and they definitely make Kathy and Ted want to live forever. 

 
Kathy and Ted moved to Amherst in 1974 and in 1979 Kathy began her political career by throwing 

her hat into the ring to run for 4th Ward Councilman.  She was 4th Ward Councilman for 6 years.  Kathy has 
been the Amherst City Treasurer since January 1990.  Kathy states that she feels so fortunate to be what 
she prefers to call a äpublic servantå and it is truly a very rewarding job that has become her niche in life.  
While she first describes herself as wife, mother and grandmother she is extremely proud to add City  
Treasurer to that list.  While Kathy didnçt achieve some of the goals in life that she thought she wanted she 
did achieve many that were chosen for her that she never knew she would love so much. 

 
In addition to her family and job, Kathy enjoys reading and has started a new venture, which is that of 

writing a book about her father. 
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 THE ADVERTISERS PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR THE åGRINDSTONEæ 

JEFFERSON 150 
Southern Kitchen on the North Coast 
150 Jefferson Street      
(off Milan Ave.) 
Amherst, Ohio 44001 

 
Phone: (440) 377-6582  
Open Daily  (except Tuesday) 
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Amherst Early Kindergarten:    By Ruth Haff 
 
 Approximately 60 years ago three ladies, Ruth Kane, Rose Goldthorpe and Dorothy Menz attended an 
Amherst P.T.A. meeting at Central School where they asked Fred Powers (School Superintendent) if they 
could start a kindergarten class in Amherst.  Mr. Powers felt that it was a great idea but the Board of  
Education could not finance the first year.  He offered the vacant Robert Paton house, which was north of 
Central School to be used as their classroom plus tables, chairs and a few supplies for the students.  The  
ladies then took out their mops, brooms and scrub brushes and cleaned the house from top to bottom. 
 
 Ellen Berger joined the other three ladies and acted as treasurer since it was necessary to charge 
each studentçs family a small amount to cover the teacherçs salary and supplies.  Mr. Powers recommended 
Mildred Wycoff, a young teacher from Brownhelm, who was interviewed and hired as the first teacher.  Mrs. 
Wycoff taught kindergarten until she moved to the new Powers School which opened in 1953 and then she 
moved on to teach the first grade.  The kindergarten class was for 2 hours, Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings with approximately 20 students. 
 
 Kindergarten has become a very important part of our educational system.  The Amherst school  
system now has five (5) different morning sessions and five (5) different afternoon sessions of kindergarten 
classes. 
 
Pictures below are Mrs.Mildred Wikoffçs Kindergarten classes taken as printed from The 1952 Record  
Published by the Amherst High School. 
 

 
 

Seated: M.Buser, L. Kreeger, V. Finnegan, T. Nabakowski, 
C. Sweeney, C. Woods, T. Doane, S.Pinkney, J. Reichert,  
J. Zilch, T. Jewell, G. Schneider.   
 
Standing:  J. Congdon, B. Cook, D. Kreeger, K. Williams,  
G. Kubach, J. Davidson, E. Nicholls, M. Gammons, T. Edwards, 
T. Gray, L. Schulz. 

Front Table:  S. Mulder,T. Dunfee, S. Manger, N. Brown 
C. Klingenmeter.   
Rear Table:  C. House, T. Ickes, D. Dunham, T. Schoemig,  
C. Henderson.   
Right Table: T. Gray. E. Komives, J. Wilhelm, C. Moon,  
M. Mazurek, B. Reichert.   
Standing: C. Barnes, M. Tillman, T. Miller, B. Price, S. Harding. 

Front Row:  K. King, S. Pikey, G. Jaeger, R. Smarsh. 
 
Middle Row:  J. Young, D. Greenslade, B. Mischka, P. Ernst, 
T. Hollstein, R. Goohs, J. Pikey, J. Pikey, D. Kothe. 
 
Back Row: D. Lauer, B. Kreeger, J. Hohla, B. Fuller,  
G. Canonge, J. Park,  L. Stockstill, S. Masters, L. Williams. 

Pictured to the left are Ruth Kane and 
Ellen Berger, mentioned in the above 
article, who were among the women who 
pioneered the first Amherst kindergarten 
classes.  
 
Picture taken during Ruth Haffçs recent 
visit with Ruth and Ellen. 
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From the President  
By John Dietrich 

 

TIME! What a wonderful gift to have.  
 
TIME to spend with your loved ones.  TIME to spend with your friends.  

TIME to spend doing the things that you enjoy and TIME to give of yourself to 
others so that they can enjoy life to itçs fullest.  Take advantage of TIME.  It is 
so precious. 

 
Take some TIME to come to our new restaurant, Jefferson 150, and 

partake of the delicious cuisine.  Içm sure that you will enjoy the food and the ambiance.   
 
Take some TIME to come visit us and browse the collections of books we have in our  

library.  We would enjoy having you dropping by to see us.  Maybe you would like to step back in TIME and 
visit your ancestors.  You can do that at your Historical Society.  We have an  
extensive collection of Amherst family genealogies.  You can do so many things with Time if you just pause 
for a moment and take a look around.  

 
We are making progress on our improvements to the grounds.  Our new gas island is poured and 

ready for our gas pumps.   What is needed, is for Mother Nature to helps us out with some warmer weather.  
We have selected light poles to be placed throughout the Village and with Board approval we will get them 
installed.  Terry and Red have started on a new storage area that will allow us to relocate items that are  
currently being stored in a building that we want to use to locate our general store. 
 
 I hope the weather has improved by the TIME you read this article.  We hope to see you soon and                         

   donçt forget TIME! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ÜÜ..Tempus Fugit! 

Tour Docents Needed!! 
Lately more groups are  requesting to tour our village and museum.  To accommodate, additional tour  
docents are needed. If you are interested in becoming a tour docent, please contact Vivienna Bickley at 
988-4234 and youçll be given a brief training period and assistance with a costume.  Itçs  rewarding  to 
share with others the past times  and events surrounding each village building ...and its fun too! 

Mark Your Calendar for the Upcoming May General Membership Meeting 
 

May 23, 2007 
7:30 p.m. 

Grange Hall / Schoolhouse 
 
 äThe Unmentionablesâ from 1880 to 1950å 
 

Prepare yourself for an enjoyable evening with Viviienne Bickley as she presents her adaptation of a  
history of underwear!  For the past thirteen years, Viv has provided  this entertaining performance to groups 
all over Lorain and neighboring counties.  As always, the public is invited, so bring your friends.  Our  
business meeting is short and a social hour with refreshments follow the program.  See you there! 
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Genealogy Corner #15 By Orville Manes 
  
As a point of interest, the John F. Reinhardt, Sr. family genealogy has been added  
to the Amherst Historical Society genealogy library. 
 
The following is a brief description of the Fowl Family Genealogy: 
 
Godfrey Fowl came from Germany about 1826 with his family and for a year had 
their residence in Cleveland, before coming to Amherst Township, Lorain County. 
He and his wife Sarah Salomi (Wagner) Fowl had a family of eight children.  His 
son Jacob Fowl with  his wife Anna Catherine Lapp (daughter of Henry Lapp and  
Anna Catherine Apell) are pictured below.  
Jacob and Anna also had a family of eight children as follows:  

 
The young lady with the pie in her hand is our own 

Marilyn Jenne. 

 

The young man is no one else but our local pen 
and ink artist, Neal Jenne. 

Emma Fowl    1856 - 1927   married Elver Gibson 
John H. Fowl  1858 - 1918   married twice: Barbara Stang & 
               Margaret Swartz 
William Fowl   1861 - 1919   married Wilhelmina Behnke 
Minerva Fowl  1865 - 1945   married Charles John Hasenflue 
Edwin Fowl     1868 - 1925   married Ella Baus 
Jay F. Fowl     1872 - 1927   married Elizabeth Spiegelberg 
Cornelia Fowl 1875 - 1945   married Frederick Andrew Decker 
Kitty Fowl        1877 - 1989   married Albert J. Uthe 

A Step Back in Time:     
       
 
Bootleg liquor was confiscated by city officials in 
the early 1930çs during a raid on a local home.    
 
Shown with the äevidenceå are, from left,  
secretary Erma Lau Leimbach, Mayor  
Clarence E. Cooper and police officers Earl White 

and Ed Mays. 
 
 
Courtesy of Amherst Reflections 

äWho Are Theyå Answers 

 
 Orville would welcome any volunteers with typing and computer skills who are  
 interested  in genealogy research to please call the office at 988-7255.  This  
 would curtail only a few hours a week for an opportunity to delve into his world  
 of tracing early period families.  Searching family histories can be an exciting  
 past time for the history buff or the high school history student or just anyone  
 interested in times gone by.  

YOU! 


