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Grange Hall  
December 11, 2010 

6 pm - 9 pm 
 
 

Amherst Historical Society 

End of 2010 Events 

Dining to Donate at Applebeeôs   

 

A Fundraiser to Benefit the Amherst Historical Society and  

Amherst Firemenôs Museum in the Sandstone Village. 

 

On Tuesday November 16 from 4 pm to 10 pm the Lorain Applebeeôs Restaurant at 

4320 Leavitt Road will host our first Historical Society Applebeeôs Dining to Donate  

Fundraiser. 

Applebeeôs has a wonderful program called ñDining to Donate at Applebeeôsò where in 

they donate 15% of the eveningôs proceeds, before tax and tip from the participating guest 

receipts.  In order to take part, you must bring the Applebeeôs  promotional flyer 

with you, which is inserted in this newsletter.  We are not permitted to hand out flyers 

at the restaurant so it is imperative you have the flyer with you to present to your server.   

 

Success will depend on the number of guests who dine that evening so we need all your 

help.  Please tell as many of your friends of the event. Feel free to make copies of the 

flyer to pass out to your friends, to social or church groups. If you are unable to make 

copies, contact the Historical Society office at 988-7255 and additional copies will be 

mailed to you or download copies from our website Amhersthistoricalsociety.org The 

more guests served, the more the society benefits from the program! 

 

There will be an Amherst Historical Society designated table with information 

introducing the society to newcomers and a surprise raffle or two to complete the event.   

Santa Claus is Coming to  
Town! 

 
Christmas is just weeks away so be sure to circle your calendar for the annual  
Christmas in the Village event on December 5, 2010 hosted by Santa himself!   
You can have your pictures taken with Santa and later enjoy a cup  of hot chocolate 
served with cookies to take the winter chill away.  At 4:00 there will be caroling in the 
St. George chapel with Mary Miller at the organ and son Norman leading the singing. 
 
 
Our traditional Christmas Dinner will be December 11, 2010 in the Grange Hall 
featuring a musical Christmas program. Closer to the event, a flyer will be sent out  
detailing the eveningôs festivities.  Itôs an annual holiday occasion enjoyed by all! 



 

 

From the Curator,   Ron Sauer 
 
Did you ever wish that your picture could be on the front page of your hometown 
newspaper. Don't!! A few weeks ago I had the distinction, or should I say "curse," of 
appearing on the front page of the Amherst News Times. My friends are still not done 
teasing me about it. I looked soooo bad, that I didn't even recognize myself! Some people 
couldn't tell which one of us was the African fertility idol. I wish it was closer to Halloween, 
then I could have said that I was wearing a mask.  
 
Enough about me. I want to thank all the people who helped make our auction a GREAT 
SUCCESS. Yes, I said Great Success. Even though it was wet, cold and windy, the Show went on as scheduled. 
Sure we would liked to have brought in two or three times the money that we did, but the auction continued until 
the last bidder went home. As my old "boss" used to say, "neither rain, sleet nor the dead of night" could put a 
halt to our gallant crew from going on with "the Show." 
 
We here at the Amherst Historical Society know that many worked tirelessly to bring this event to fruition. We 
also want to say a big THANK YOU to all the people who donated items, or I should say, their treasures to make 
this a quality auction and not an ordinary garage sale. I would like to single out two young ladies who really 
worked extra hard at organizing this event. Please take a "bow" Donna Rumpler and Martha Pallante. I would 
call the News Times and have them come out and write a wonderful story on these two special ladies. Maybe 
their picture on the front page would turn out better than mine!  
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Ron Sauer 

 
From the President,  John Dietrich 
. 
As you may all know the restaurant at 150 Jefferson Street has been vacant for a few 
months.  Well it will not be vacant for long.  We have come to an agreement with Amanone 
Italian Restaurant in Huron to open Restaurant Italian at 150 Jefferson Street.  Remodeling 
of the restaurant is already underway and plans are in the works to open in the very near 
future.  To be honest I am really excited about the restaurant as I love Italian food!  Plans 
are for an extensive menu, but that will be saved for Restaurant Italian to make that announcement. 
 

I want to extend a huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped with our recent auction.  While the weather didnôt 
cooperate ï remember we do live in OHIO ï our dedicated volunteers and the auctioneers made sure that 
everything ran smoothly.  We are all still working to make your Amherst Historical Society a better place to visit 
and donôt forget to volunteer your time and talents for events and projects 

John Dietrich 

Images of America ð Amherst 

Book Update 

  

The Amherst Historical Society Board of Directors report the societyôs Arcadia 

book, ñ Images of America ð Amherstò has been well received.  

To date 1000 books have been purchased by area residents for their own 

personal library, to give as graduation, birthday and Christmas gifts or to send 

to friends who have relocated from the Amherst area. 

 

If you are shopping downtown Amherst,  The Mermaidôs Tale, Riddles 

Hardware and Carefully Cut Salon have our book for sale. As well, it is 

available at the Historical Society office at 113 South Lake Street. 

 

Our book is just one of the fundraising projects which benefit the support of 

the historical society and its community projects.  
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                                                                                         Grand Opening 
 
The grand opening of the newly revamped Jenne Art Gallery was a huge success.  It was  
estimated that close to a hundred people attended the two-day event, which, was held on 
September 11th and 12th.  Not only were customers, family and friends in attendance but 
many new faces were evident in the crowd as well.  It seems good old word of mouth, 
along with newspaper and internet advertising helped to spread the news of our opening. 
 

Thanks to the generosity of our local sponsors who donated baskets, floral arrangements, gift cards, wine, etc. our 
raffle was also a great success. Many thanks also to our Jenne Gallery guild members who also donated their 
time, food and finances in order to make this event possible. 
 
The Jenne Gallery will make every attempt to keep things ñfreshò by having periodic rotations of artistsô work and 
by continuing to seek new work from area artists. We hope to continue with our efforts to not only bring public 
awareness to the gallery but to the village as well. 
 
Please support our gallery and come for a visit to view the fresh, streamlined look and new artwork adorning the 
walls 

 The Firelands Archaeological Research Center at the Amherst Historical Society's Sandstone Village has been 
very active in educating students and the general public in August and September. In August we held an open 
house during the Sandusky Bay Chapter of the ASO's annual picnic and artifact show held at the Sandstone 
Village. In September we had the lab open for the Cook Off and on September 29th we had a class from Amherst 
Junior High tour the lab and participate in hands on learning projects in seed and animal bone identification, 
charcoal washing, and ceramic pot reconstruction.  
    
 We provide table displays at Mill Hollow Metropark on two occasions, recently on September 25th for the Pow Wow 
and August 14-16 for the Pioneer Craftsman Experience for 4th and 5th graders from schools throughout the 
county. All these events went very well. We met many people, got our name out and our location, and educated 
people with our displays. We are expecting that the October 14th 7:30 pm Archaeology Day lecture "The Prehistory 
of the Firelands" at the Laboratory/ Headquarters at the Sandstone Village will also do well?   We have other 
speaking engagements planned as well. If you belong to a group needing a speaker we are available. 
     
On the excavation front, we will be wrapping up this year's digging in October having dug three Units or more 
probably four Units of the outer ditch at the Heckleman site, about 2 miles outside of Milan, Ohio on the Huron 
River. Once again it is a multi-time period site. We have been investigating two parallel ditches; the first was filled 
with Middle Woodland (100 B.C.-400 A.D.) midden (garbage) deposits containing many artifacts. We have 
a radiocarbon date that confirms this time period at 230 A.D. The second ditch tentatively appears to have filled by 
natural activity with only random artifacts present. We will have to await radiocarbon dating of charcoal or bone 
found in the lowest burn layer of the ditch to ensure a firm dating for this ditch.  
     
One exciting random find was a 10,000-year-old Plano Projectile Point sometimes referred to in Ohio as an Unfluted 
Fluted Point. This type of point is from the Paleo-Indian time period (13,000 - 8,000 B.C.). Clovis Fluted Points were 
made by the Clovis Culture; the first recognized culture in North America. Clovis Points are partially fluted to the 
middle of the point and are dated from 13,000-10,000 B.C.  Folsom Points were fluted the length of the point and 
are dated from 9,000 - 8,000 B.C. And Plano Points have been dated at 8,000 B.C. It is really exciting to hold 
something 10,000 years old in the palm of your hand that was made by one of the first settler populations of the 
Americas. Remember we are open 2 - 4:00 pm on Sundays. Stop in to see us and learn more about the prehistoric 
Firelands.  
Glen Boatman, President of the Firelands Archaeological Research Center.  
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Settlers Day 
 
Our annual Settlers Day event ushered in the fall season on the grounds of the Sandstone Village.  Amid the lyric 
tunes of he organ grinders, adults and children enjoyed the artful talents of the Yo-Yo Club members, the dexterity of 
the Boomerang Man, forging skills of our Ferrier and smithy, as well as, the crafts and face painting by the Eagle 
Nest from Amherst Giant Eagle.  Featured was the third annual Dutch Oven Cook-off organized by Marcia DePalma 
of the Laurel Run Cooking School and sponsored by the DePalma Insurance & Financial Service. Pictured are the 
winners in each of the food categories with Dan DePalma presenting the awards.  

  

Methodist Sunday School Girls Class 

1904 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Back Row: Grace Purcell, Nora Gawne, Angelina Sanders, Wilmah Norton, Olive Gray, Jennie Jaeger 

  2nd Row :   Kathleen English, Francis Purcell, Ruth Dute, Grace Engle 

  1st Row:     Lucille Jenne, Florence Purcell, Marion Purcell 

2nd Place 

Chefôs Challenge 

Nick Utrata 

3rd Place  

Main Dish 

Tyler Frimel 

1st Place 

Breads 

Marcia DePalma 

1st Place on Camp 

3rd Place Desserts 

Jennifer Arthur 

3rd  Place 

Chefôs Challenge 

Greg DePalma 

1st Place 

Chefôs Choice 

Bob Frimel 

2nd Place 

Desserts 

Greg DePalma 

2nd Place 

Breads 

Gaila Cogar 

1st Place Chefôs 

Challenge  Jim & 

Jeanne Thompson 

1st Place 

Main Dish 

Kevin Cogar 

1st Place 

Desserts 

Judy Frimel 

3rdPlace 

Chefôs Choice 

Bob Mayer 
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We have two major holidays approaching ...our giving of thanks in November and the joyous celebration of Christmas 
in December.  But how often do we think about the rituals of the holidays...why we serve turkey for Thanksgiving  
dinner or send greeting cards at Christmas.  A brief search on the internet gives a little insight as to the origin of the 
thanksgiving turkey and the history of the greeting card. 

Thanksgiving Tradition 

The famous 'First Thanksgiving Feast' is 

said to have taken place in autumn, in 

the year 1621. The pilgrims organized 

the feast right after the first harvest. It 

was a gesture to thank God to help them survive the 

bitter winter. It was also celebrated as a display of 

gratitude towards Indians. The feast took place in 

Plymouth, Massachusetts. The traditional 'First feast' 

formed the basis for the modern 'Thanksgiving Day', 

celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November every 

year. 

 

According to historians, the first thanksgiving feast was 

eaten outside, as the colonists didn't have sufficient 

space to accommodate everyone. Native Indians were 

invited to the feast as they were the ones who taught 

pilgrims how to grow food. The feast was held to 

rejoice their fruits of labor.  

 

The feast is described in a firsthand account 

presumably written by a leader of the colony, Edward 

Winslow. According to him, the governor had sent four 

men to kill as many fowls. The feast was attended by 

90 people including Indians (Native Americans). The 

food included, ducks, turkeys, geese, swan and 

venison, fish, berries, watercress, lobster, dried fruit, 

clams, and plums. The feast continued for three days. 

It was accompanied by lots of dancing and merry-

making.  

 

The feast was not repeated for the next few years. The 

next thanksgiving day was celebrated in the year 1676. 

The year witnessed a severe drought, which was 

eventually followed by rains due to prayers. 

 

George Washington proclaimed a National Day of 

Thanksgiving in 1789. The idea attracted mixed 

reaction. After campaigning for nearly 80 years, in 

1863, President Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday 

in November as a national day of Thanksgiving.  

Christmas Custom 
 
A relatively recent 
phenomenon, the sending of 
commercially printed 
Christmas cards  originated in 
London in 1843. Previously, 
people had exchanged handwritten holiday greetings. 
First in person. Then via post.  
 
By 1822, homemade Christmas cards had become the 
bane of the U.S. postal system. That year, the 
Superintendent of Mails in Washington, D.C., 
complained of the need to hire sixteen extra mailmen. 
Fearful of future bottlenecks, he petitioned Congress to 
limit the exchange of cards by post, concluding, "I donôt 
know what weôll do if it keeps on." Not only did it keep 
on, but with the marketing of attractive commercial 
cards the postal burden worsened.  
 
The first Christmas card designed for sale was by 
London artist John Calcott Horsley. A respected 
illustrator of the day, Horsley was commissioned by Sir 
Henry Cole, a wealthy British businessman, who wanted 
a card he could proudly send to friends and professional 
acquaintances to wish them a "merry Christmas." 
 
The first Christmas cardôs inscription read: "merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year to you." "Merry" was 
then a spiritual word meaning "blessed," as in "merry 
old England." Of the original one thousand cards printed 
for Henry Cole, twelve exist today in private collections. 
Printed cards soon became the rage in England; then in 
Germany. But it required an additional thirty years for 
Americans to take to the idea.  
 
During the civil war, President Abraham Lincoln asked a 
political cartoonist, Thomas Nash, to draw Father 
Christmas for the troops to cheer them up. Nash was 
the first artist to show Santa Claus as a jolly man in a 
red suit and white beard.  In 1953, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower issued the first official White House card.  
The cards are usually of the White House painted by 
famous American artists. 
 
Today more than two billion Christmas cards are 
exchanged annually, just within the United States. 
Christmas is the number one card-selling holiday of the 
year.  
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In April 2010, the Amherst Garden Club began the renovation of the Victorian Garden at the Amherst 

Sandstone Village on Milan Avenue.  It had been several years since the original planting and many of 

the shrubs and perennials had become too large.  In addition, an invasive plant called Bishopôs Weed had taken over the garden 

despite regular attempts to remove it.  It was time to do a complete renovation and redesign.  

The Amherst Garden Club dug up and potted all the plants that could be saved and members 

took them to their homes to tend to them during the summer.  From April through August, 

the Victorian Garden was sprayed with various weed and vegetation killers to get rid of the 

Bishopôs Weed.  Finally, by the end of August, the garden was ready to be planted again.  A 

new design was created by Elaine Manges  and many new plants were purchased  by the 

renovation committee of Maxine Miller, Alice Stewart, Lynn Hollstein, and Elaine Manges.  

In addition, approximately 90 stepping stones were laid in a symmetric pattern to separate the 

garden into various planting beds.    

 

On Saturday, August 28, 2010,  Amherst Garden Club members Sue  

Bartosch,  Deb Gelenius, Elaine Manges,  Maxine Miller, Sherryl Saccardi, 

Alice Stewart,  and Gail Wenger, along with  volunteers Ethan Stencil from 

Boy Scout Troop 370, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and 

St. Joseph School, Josh Jenkins and Sean Deptowicz from St. Joseph School, 

Elder Adam Toth and Elder Richard Baird, missionaries from The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and Sue Cotton from St. Joseph Church, 

gathered together to lay the stepping stones and plant 109 perennials, shrubs, 

and annuals in the 52 foot by 20 foot garden.  A new entrance to the garden 

was designed at the south end and a gazing ball was placed as the focal point 

near the center. Additional annuals will be added in the spring of 2011. 

Victorian Garden Renovation 

        By Elaine Manges 

Sean Deptowicz,Elaine Menges 

Sherryl Saccardi, Ethan Stencil 

Sue Cotton & Joss Jenkins 

Adam Toth, Maxine 

Miller, Richard Baird 

 

Back row: Frank Mischka, Manager, Fritz Thumbling, Harold Leimbach, Bert Olson, Elmer Holle, Doyle Hutton , 
       Harry Dietrick  Milton Baumhart, Ashley Slack 
Front row: Mort Lee, Bob Berk, Louie Baumhart, Joe Grumms, Unknown Player, Sammy Syrowski, Scud Miller 

A Step Back in Timeé                                    Mischkasôs Meats 


