
 

 

September/October 2010  

The Grindstone 
The Amherst Historical Society Newsletter 

COMING EVENTS 
 

Season Opening of 

Sandstone Village and 

Quigley Museum 

May 1st - Sept 26 

Sunday Only 

Tours: 2 pm & 3 pm 

$3.00 Adults 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Settlerôs Day 

Dutch Oven Cook Off 

September 19, 2010 

2:00 p.m.ï 5:30 p.m. 

Sandstone Village  

Entertainment 

Food 

Theme Basket Raffles 

 

Autumn Auction!!! 
October 3, 2010 

Sandstone Village 

4:00 p.m.ï 6:00 p.m. 

Donations from  

Vermilion Cargo  

Warehouse 

Amherst Historical  

Societyôs Attic 

Historical Society 

Members &  

Community Residents 

 
 

JAMBOREE NEWS 
It was a great 2010 Jamboree..weather cooperated and a good time was had by all! 

The Jamboree is one of the societyôs major fundraisers organized by the Amherst Historical 

Society Jamboree Committee headed by Kathy Litkovitz. Listed below are the lucky raffle 

winners.  Congratulations to all the winners and a heartfelt thanks to our generous  sponsors! 

THEME BASKET WINNERS! 
 

Longaberger Basket:   Compliments of Pam Faragher, Longaberger Consultant 

  Winner: Pamela Branscum 
Sports Basket:   Compliments of  Scott Sprenger, Sprenger Health System,  

  Cleveland Indians, Lake Erie Crushers, & Historical Society 

   Winner: Sara Yochheim 
Christmas in July Basket:  Compliments of Amherst Historical Society 

Winner: Jo Dawson 
Toys & Games Basket:  Compliments of Amherst Ben Franklin & Historical Society 

  Winner: Al Doane 
Garden Basket:   Compliments of Don Mould Garden Center 

  Winner: Valarie Farchman  
Comet Pride Basket:   Compliments of Amherst Main Street & Applebeeôs 

  Winner: Katie Andress 
Wine & Chocolate Basket:  Compliments of Sprenger Health System 

  Winner: Lois Pozega 
Products As Seen On TV:  Compliments of Amherst Giant Eagle 

  Winner: Sandra Cole 
Ohio State Basket:  Compliments of Sliman Chrysler, Dodge & Jeep 

  Winner: H. Brosky  
Ladyôs Specialty Basket:  Compliments of Abraham Enterprises & Mermaidôs Tail 

  Winner: Misty Kelley  
Ohio Lottery Basket:   Compliments of Amherst Historical Society & Marie Robinson 

  Winner: Judy Simmons 
Columbus Zoo Basket:  Compliments of Marilyn Jenne, Tractor Supply & AHS 

  Winner: Joshua Thornsbery 
Vermilion Beach Basket:   Compliments of  Victoria Loff, Swan Creek Candle, Leeôs Landing  

  Captain Larryôs, Debbieôs Desserts, Brummerôs & AHS 

  Winner: Melissa Kolunda 
 

50/50 Raffle Winners           Three Prize Raffle: Compliments of Marilyn Jenne 

 

Laura Mengel:  $23.00               Ohio State Football Tickets:         Cookie McCoda 

      Lois Holbrook: $107.00             $100.00 Cash:                               Lynda McDowell  

Nancy Brown:  $ 39.50              Cleveland Zoo Membership:        Victoria Wilson 

 

Guess The Candy  was won by 8 year old Goldie Niehart with her guess of 343. 

Actual Candy Count: 341. 



 

 

From the Curator,   Ron Sauer 
HOLD ON TO YOUR HATS FOLKS!!  

 
There are two GREAT events being planned for this fall by the Amherst Historical Society. 
Start gathering up your family Heirlooms and flea market finds. My crew of evaluators and 
I will be doing " our thing" again on the porch of the Long Grey Barn at the north end of the 
Sandstone Village. Wouldn't it be fun to find out that the old ugly vase you keep hidden in 
your basement is a "diamond in the rough" and worth a few hundred dollars? Remember, 
the donation is only $5 for one item and $7 for two. This event is being held in conjunction 
with our annual "Dutch Oven Cook-off." Find out how these wonderful cooks can create such gourmet food using 
an open fire and a simple cast iron pot. I'm getting hungry already. All this is happening from 2:00 to 5:30 on 
September 19. Come on out and join the festivities!  
 
On October 3, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m ., at the Sandstone Village, we going to have an AUCTION. That's 
right, an AUCTION! I've been going over my private collection of weird and unusual things that I will be donating 
to this fundraising affair. Why not search through your collection and weed out a few treasures to help make this 
event a real success. Just bring them to our office at the corner of South Lake and Milan Ave. If you can't make 
the trip we will be glad pick up your items from your home. I can hardly wait to see what will be brought in. We 
will also need you to attend this fun function to bid on these wonderful things.  Below are a few of the items 
donated from Vermilion Cargo Warehouse.  See you here!! 
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Ron Sauer 

From the President,  John Dietrich 
 
I have been listening to people voicing their opinion on the Jamboree and why we do not 
move it back to city hall.  I would like to list some of the reasons that influenced us to  
made the decision to move the festival from city hall. 
 
  Easier access for the handicap and those pushing children in strollers.   
  Less vandalism because of the fenced in area. 
  Better police protection; more room for people to move about the grounds.   
  Booths are further apart, less traffic congestion,     
                        Streets not blocked for fire projection and ambulance.   
  The front of city hall does not get trashed. 
 
These are just a few.  There are Building Codes and Fire Codes to take into consideration that we have no 
control over and Health Board  requirements are also an issue. 
 
It takes a lot of time and money, let alone the many Amherst citizens who put in their free time to put this festival 
on...if you have an idea for a better location, since we cannot go back to city hall, let us hear from you...get 
involved. 
 

John Dietrich 

Bavaria Porcelain Vase w/cobalt blue finish 

& gold accent. Stamped: Vohen Staruss 

Johann Geltmann.   Value: $490.00 

Vintage Chinese Oriental  

Cloisonne Carriage Clock. 

Value: $ 538.00 

 Bavarian Beer Stein. 

A German Treasure. 

Value $140.00 
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Settlers Days 

Sunday, September 19, 2010  2:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Amherst Sandstone Village  
 

ñSettlers Daysò will be the last event of the summer at the Amherst Sandstone Village.  Featured will be the third 

ñDutch Oven Cook-offò organized by Marcia DePalma. 

  

The joyful music in the air will be provided by Marsha and Bob Ebertsô Organ grinders.  Bring the kids ï young and old 

alike ï to see Gary Broadbent the ñBoomerang Man.  Gary will teach us about boomerangs and even allow you to learn to 

throw one -  DUCK!  Here it comes back!  Kids of all ages will love watching Jake Willisô Yo-Yo Club of Lorain County 

demonstrate their skills.  Jim Meinke will talk to you about herbs and you can hear what the pioneers did without drug stores.  

You may recognize Shane Charney, our Ferrier and Kyron Green, our blacksmith both on duty that day.  Stop in at the 

FARC building where archaeologists will be on hand to show you their findings from their many digs.  If you havenôt met 

our new ñfamilyò in the Harris/Dute house you must drop in for a visit.  The ñEagles Nestò at Giant Eagle Grocery Store will 

again visit us with crafts for the children.  Ron Sauer will be at the Long Grey Barn again from 2:00 to 5:00 for treasure 

evaluations. 

  

We are counting on a beautiful day and a big crowd.  While there is no admission feeéA free-will donation to help the  

Amherst Historical Society maintain the Amherst Sandstone Village and to continue our efforts to present these wonderful 

events during the summer months for the enjoyment of all is greatly appreciated.  

 

 

Members of the Firelands Archaeological Research Center (FARC) have been busy in the field excavating the outer ditch 

at the Heckleman site near Milan, Ohio. If you are interested in learning about archaeology in your backyard and getting 

your hands dirty  call Glen Boatman at 419 345-3735. He is heading up the field work for the rest of this season. Due to a 

grant from the Nordson Foundation we are allowing all community individuals a free opportunity to learn with experi-

enced archaeologists and long time amateurs. Several members of the center were also active in the Cleveland Museum 

of Natural Historyôs excavations at Heckleman in June and July. This included Dr. Brian Redmond who headed up the 

dig, Brian Scanlan, who was second in command, Glen Boatman, Dan Pugh, Lee Goodman, and Chad Waffen.  

In October you can join us in the Lab. 

 

Brian Mickey put together an impressive archaeology display for the Bay Village Library focusing on the first  

Ohioans. The items represented a time frame from approximately 10,000 B.C. to the mid 19th century. Some featured 

items on display included reproductions of famous artifacts found in Ohio such as the Wray figurine from Newark, Ohio 

and the duck effigy pot from Mound City, near Chillicothe, Ohio. There were several frames of arrowheads and stone 

tools. Other items included a Mastodon rib bone, and a reproduction of the strainer found at the Seamanôs Fort site and a 

Birdstone found in Erie County last year. These items were from displays we have at the FARC Laboratory at the  

Amherst Historical Societyôs Sandstone Village. We are open from 2 to 5 pm most Sundays. Stop in.  

 
ART GALLERY DISCOVERS HIDDEN TALENT  

 
    The Jenne Art Gallery at the Amherst Historical Society Sandstone Village, located at 
    the corners of Milan and N. Lake in Amherst, will be hosting a Grand Re-Opening  
    celebrating the gallery's renovation and  exciting new artwork.  
 

A search of northwest Ohio and Lorain County has surfaced new talent who will be displayed for a two day 
event held on the weekend of September 11-12. Saturday hours from 6-10 PM with wine and appetizers and 
new local artists present. Sunday hours from 6-10 PM featuring local artists and raffled prizes, including  
foreign and domestic beers, food items, painting giveaways, personal caricatures, free portrait commissions, 
and much, much more. 

Viv Bickley 
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2010 Amherst Historical Society Jamboree  

The three day Jamboree, organized solely by the Amherst Historical Society, is one of its major fundraisers for the  

continuing operations of the society and the Sandstone Center. The success of this major undertaking is attributed to the  

multitude of volunteers who man the societyôs booth during the three day event.  The Amherst Historical Society Board of 

Directors wish to acknowledge and thank each of the following booth worker volunteers: 

Judy Rosenkranz Marilyn Jenne          Jan Orseno     

Mary Miller   Shirley Young         Bernie Doane 

John Dunn  Lilly Krebs              Al Doane 

Marie Robinson  Ruth Haff                 Sandy Kaiser              

Donna Breckenridge Gerry Armstrong      John Dietrich 

Dorothy Myosky Barbara Reichlin       Donita Abraham 

Sue Sauer  Peggy Kordeleski      Bob Pallante 

Ron Sauer  Norm Miller              Martha Pallante 

Kent Sutton  Kathy Litkovitz         Dick Rumpler 

Trudy Sutton  Dave Bauman            Donna Rumpler 

A family fun day for Gary  

Fernandez & family! 

 

ñ Best of Broadwayò   

Performed by the Amherst Community Chorus 

 

Annual ñPet Paradeò Sponsored by  

The Friends of the Library and emceed 

by AHS Board Director, Judy Ryan 

Pictures Courtesy of Tim Branscum 

UH-Fis
hµ 

Um Home  

 Sick  

  

WHER
E½S 

Johnny?  

  

The Amherst Historical Society Jamboree Parade Float 

 Teacher: Sharon Substation. Students: Donita Abraham & Joan Rosenbusch 

Hooky Player:  ñJohnnyò Dunn! 

Herrre½s
 Johnnny!  

Appreciation to Terry Traser and his crew for another fine Jamboree year! 
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Amherst Fire Departments Business Club the Live Oak Engine #2  will be having three different fundraisers in September 

and October. The first fundraiser, a Beer & Wine Review, will be held on September 11 at St. Joseph Social Hall 200 St.  

Joseph Drive in Amherst, and is in conjunction with Main Street Amherst.  

 

The second event will be a Pancake Breakfast at the Fire Department on Sunday, October 10 and the third and final event 

for 2010 will be the annual Halloween Steak Fry at St. Joseph Social Hall, Saturday October 30.  Copies of the flyers  

below give additional information.  

 

A portion of the proceeds will go towards the construction of the Amherst Fire Station Museum, which will be located at 

the Amherst Historical Society Sandstone Village on Milan Ave. 

Any questions please contact Chief Wayne Northeim at (440) 988-4117 ext 27. 

AMHERST FIRE DEPARTMENT FUNDRAISING NEWS 

Help Support the Amherst  Fire  

Department with your Donation. 
Fire Department web site:  

          amherstfire.org 

For Tickets or More Information: Call  

(440) 988-4117, (440) 988-4132 or 

(440) 984-6709 

Donation: $25.00 per ticket. 

Beer and Pop Included. 21 and Over 

Only. Tickets: $20.00 each.  Call  

988-4117 or see your local Amherst 

Firefighter. 

Upcoming Autumn Fundraising Events at the Village 

A September Theme Basket Raffle and an October Auction 

 

Settlerôs Day 

 

Settlerôs Days, September 19, 2010, from 2:00 to 5:30, will have an additional attraction this year...a silent  

auction raffle!  As a fundraiser, the historical society will have several unique theme basket raffles, one of which 

is a $500.00 Cleveland Browns Basket, compliments of Nordson Corporation.  Among the numerous Browns 

memorabilia, the basket will have a standard size Cleveland Browns official licensed Riddle football helmet as 

well as an autographed mini helmet. 

The committee is currently working on the remaining baskets, but I assure you, you will not be disappointed. 

Come and enjoy the day with its entertainment for both adult and children and take in the delicious aroma of  

pioneer cooking.  

Autumn Auction 

 

The historical society fundraising committee is busy formatting plans for an October 3, 2010 auction to be held 

on the village grounds from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m..  Congo Warehouse in Vermilion has donated several unique 

pieces to attract any bidderôs attention and the committee is searching for other specialty items to complete the 

event. (See page 2 Curatorôs Article)  

 

This and all upcoming fundraising events aid the society in maintaining the Sandstone Village as well as to  

continue to offer community and educational  based programs. 
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A Letter From Olivia...    
 
 A young  boy  named Peter J. Sliman used to cart around a little red wagon all over South Amherst selling whatever 

the merchandised discounters happened to bring that week. ñ Iôd sell soap, pens, razor blades, anything. I still remember the 

first day I made over $1.00.ò 

 

 I suppose you could say that he was a born salesman. In 1945 when Peter was only 21, he started a gas station in 

Vermilion. Although the station was going well, cleaning flies off of the cars took up much of the businessô time, making it 

not worth the hassle anymore. Thatôs when Pete decided to give the car business a try. 

 

 Since  Chrysler wouldnôt let him have the franchise in Vermilion (which may have been a blessing in disguise with 

those lake flies), he started Slimanôs Sales and Service.  He and his brother Tony chose Amherst Township on Rt. 58 in 

1950.  In his first car ad, he said, ñMy appointment as your new Dodge Plymouth dealer is one of the proudest events of my 

life.ò   His campaign was ñHusky Dodge óJob-Ratedô Trucks.ò  My  how times have changed!  In the midst of the madness 

in 1970, Pete took a whole summer off work to be among twelve others to build the Memorial Field (Amherst football  

stadium) that the Comets use to this day. 

 

 In the midst of all of the excitement, Pete married the love of his life, Barbra, who stood by  him through it all, and 

remains to this day.  They have six beautiful children, two boys and three girls, all of whom live in Lorain County today. 

 

 His eldest son Paul came to join his father after college and became partners. In 1995, Pete stepped down and Paul 

took over. Paul recently added Jeep to the Sliman family. Yes, they have seen their share of bad times like anyone else; but 

here we are 60 years later not only surviving, but Slimanôs continues to grow. 

 

  As I, one of Peteôs thirteen grandchildren, write this letter today, I can say that I am truly and deeply honored to 

know such an incredible man.      

 

-Olivia Sliman 

  
 

 In 1953 Amherst Mayor Fred Hogrefe with Peter J. Sliman and dealership employee Mary Zuspan following the  

purchase of an Amherst  police car.  Art  Koppenhafer is pictured  in the patrol car.  Note the patrol car siren!   

 Picture on right: Sliman Dodge Plymouth Dealership on Route 58.  Circa 1950.   

 



 

 

Genealogy Corner #30 by Orville Manes 
 

 

The Friedrich Johann Heinrich Beesing  Family 

 

Friedrich Johann Heinrich Beesing was the first of three brothers who immigrated to the United States from Mecklenberg 

Scherwin Germany in July 1854.  He applied for naturalization and in December 1856 was granted citizenship in the Lorain 

County Common Pleas Court.  Shortly there after his intended, Sophia Marie Elizabeth Dettman, arrived from New Steinbeck, 

Mecklenberg, Germany and they were married on February 5, 1858 in North Amherst. His two brothers Ludwig and Heinrich 

followed later.  

 

Friedrich and Sophiaôs home was on Milan Avenue across from the old spring behind town hall and later moved to Cleveland 

Avenue and is still standing.  Their last child was born in the house in 1872.  They had 7 children all born in North Amherst, 

Lorain County, Ohio. 

 

Friederich was one of the lamp lighters for the street lights in North Amherst. 

 

Children and Spouses 

 

Frederich George Beesing Born: September 3, 1858.   Died: July 22, 1897  Married Hattie Amanda Sheldon  April 18, 1881 

Laura Beesing  Born: March 21, 1860.   Died: December 26, 1887.   Married Joseph T. Batcher November 15, 1882 

Marie Sophia Wilhelmina Beesing Born: June 29, 1862. Died: November 13, 1937. Married William Oehlke Dec. 25, 1885 

Johann Louis Beesing Born: July 29, 1864. Died: January 28, 1955. Married Bertha Schwartz August 31, 1892 

Elizabeth Katherine Philopina Beesing Born: November 8, 1867. Died: January 28, 1955 Married John L. Richmond 

Anna Marie Katherine Beesing Born: February 10, 1870. Died: March 8, 1900. Married Charles A. Foster December 24, 1890 

Herman Heinrich Ludwig Beesing  Born: October 7, 1872  Died: September 9, 1957 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Sophia (Dettmer) Beesing 

Born December 18,1834 - Died December 7, 1923 

 

Friedrich Beesing 

Born February 21, 1827 - Died September 6, 1886 

 

Laura Battcher Beesing 

Born March 21, 1860 - Died December 26, 1887 

 

Fred G. Beesing 

                        Born September 3, 1858 - Died July 22, 1897 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enlargement from Daguerreotype taken in 1860 

Orville Manes 
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Independent Senior Sales 
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ART GALLERY and STUDIO 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 
Would you like to advertise in the Grindstone? The cost is $60.00 per year for 6 issues.   

Contact the office at (440) 988 -7255 for further information.  

ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 


